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Standing at 

SEBASTIEN FARM 
Inquiries to: Butch Sebastien (337) 826-3677 or (337) 826-7736 • P.O. Box 446, Washington, LA 70589 

 
COME BY THE FARM FOR A VISIT HORSES FOR SALE AT ALL TIMES 

 IDE LIKE  
A DOUBLE 

Ide-Make Mine A Double 

7 Time Stakes Winner  
of $632,416 

Set Track Record at Evangeline Downs -  
1 mile in 1:36.28 

2008 Louisiana Bred Champion 3 Year Old Colt 
Earned black type 17 times 

Broke maiden at two. Ran from two to seven. 
Lifetime record 42-10-9-4 

By perennial leading Louisiana sire, IDE.  
Sire of 2019 winners Personal Double, Double Cool 

2020 winners Red River Chase, Double Red, 
Rosalene 

Entered Stud in 2013 
Fee: Private

 
CRIDER 

Closing Argument-Frankie’s Lady 
Graded  

Stakes Placed Winner  
of $101,066 
Broke maiden at two 

2nd in the G3 Lone Star Derby at 3 

By CLOSING ARGUMENT,  
A perrennial leading sire in Louisiana 

 
Sire of 2018 Allowance winner Hawaiian Appeal 

8-2-3-0, $73,560 
2019 winners Diamond For Crider, Boston Crider and 

Mayreese 
 Entered Stud in 2012 

Fee: Private 

HORSE HEALTH PRODUCTS SUPPLEMENTS GIFTS & PEOPLE ITEMS HORSE CLOTHING & EQUIPMENT BARN SUPPLIES

THE RACEHORSE SUPPLY SPECIALISTS

The Stemmans family has raced horses in south Louisiana for eight generations. The benefit of that experience was shared 

with other trainers in 1968 when Don and Janet Stemmans opened their first tack shop. Ever since, the Stemmans name has 

meant superior knowledge, an excellent product line and true customized service in the racehorse industry. Shop via our web-

site or come by and visit us in the store. Let our expertise and our products help put you in the winner’s circle.

 1.800.544.6773  |  117 East Gloria Switch Road | Carencro, Louisiana 70520

Stemmans Inc.

Repairs Sale Company

http://www.stemmans.com
http://www.stemmans.com
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Uncle Leroy was not a man of means, but a man of 
fortitude. He was a member of the Greatest 

Generation, fought valiantly in World War II and came 
home to Louisiana following the end of the war. Like 
so many young people exposed to the trauma of com-
bat, Leroy had what was called shell shock. More com-

monly known in this day and time as post-traumatic 
stress syndrome, it was a battle that Leroy brought 
home with him that he fought through for his entire 
life. He never settled down into one career, but spent 
his life working a wide variety of jobs. A hardworking 
and honorable man who loved horses, Leroy always 

UNCLE LEROY’S 
LEGACY  
by Mary Marshall

Longshot Grand Luwegee, holds off favorite Shang to win the 2020 Louisiana Champions Day Classic for 
owner/breeder/trainer Gerard Perron. Hodges photo.
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thought of family first. When he died the hard-earned 
assets of his estate were distributed to his nieces and 
nephews since he had never married. One of those 
nephews was Gerard Perron and he received $16,000 
from the estate of Uncle Leroy. 

Perron, who had recently retired as the executive 
director for the St. Landry Economic Development 
District, was living the “American Dream” running his 
own business, Acadiana Shavings, in Opelousas.  
Perron, who had always had an avid interest in horses, 
became friends with a wide array of Thoroughbred 
trainers who patronized his business for wood shav-
ings that they used in the stalls to keep horses comfort-
able and dry.  

Perron, wondering what to do with that $16,000 
burning a hole in his pocket, thought that it might be an 
interesting idea to invest it in a Thoroughbred brood-
mare. After all, he and his wife Loretta had plenty of 
space, were empty-nesters, and had just built a house 
on a 10-acre tract of land in Opelousas. Why not add a 
barn and a horse? Perron contacted a friend who was 
going to Kentucky to the horse sales and asked him to 
find a broodmare. The friend asked, “Well how much 
do you want to spend?” Perron thought about it for a 
minute, and said, “Well, $16,000 of course!” 

Thoroughbreds in Kentucky are as plentiful as 
apples on a tree. For all the horses that sell for five and 
six figures there are plenty to be given away or gifted 
to some fortunate person with a lead shank and a horse 
trailer. But the focus at any horse sale is for that con-
signor to make money. The friend that Perron 
employed to purchase a mare on his behalf managed to 
spend every cent of that $16,000, and not on a mare 
that Perron felt was exactly the best purchase for the 
amount spent. 

“Magical Mia didn’t have a very impressive catalog 
page for a $16,000 purchase price,” said Perron, 
reflecting. “She was sired by the moderate stallion 
Gold Fever, had never won a race, had meager earn-
ings of $3,000, and had previously sold for $7,000. Her 
female family was a little light. At the time I truly felt 
like that I had been taken for a ride.  She was in foal to 
a decent stallion, American Chance, so I was banking 
on the fact that we might get a good baby and be able 
to recoup our money by selling the foal. Boy was I 
wrong.” 

Magical Mia, purchased from the 2004 Fasig-

Tipton Kentucky February Mixed Sale, foaled a good-
looking colt that Perron’s children named Leroy’s 
Money in memory of the horse loving uncle who made 
it all possible. The plan was to sell the colt as a year-
ling in 2005, but the idea fell apart when Hurricane 
Katrina came rolling in. The Thoroughbred industry 
took a hard hit in Louisiana, and the sales were an 
afterthought. Recovery was at the forefront of every-
one’s mind. 

“We had to come up with another game plan for 
Leroy’s Money,” said Perron. “We just decided to 
keep him to race and started the tradition of keeping all 
of our foals for that purpose. The training bills were 
not an option, so courtesy of my trainer friends I was 
able to spend time on the racetrack, learn from them, 
take my trainer’s test and start training our own string. 
We just keep it all in the family now; the horses, the 
children, grandchildren all have a part in it and love 
going to the races. All our horses have been named by 
the grandchildren and there is a good story behind 
every name. Leroy’s Money turned out to be a decent 
runner, and we had a lot of fun with him. He earned 
around $41,000 on the racetrack. At the time you could 
not have convinced me that Magical Mia was worth 

Gerard Perron, one of the few Louisiana horsemen 
who owns, trains, and breeds his own 
Thoroughbreds, maintains a stable of six horses.
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“It was exciting to watch this colt grow and develop.  
I really thought we might have something special in  
Grand Luwegee.”

the purchase price, but I guess you could say I’ve 
changed my mind.” 

The $16,000 purchased price of Magical Mia now 
seems like a miniscule investment in a mare that has 
produced nine winners from ten to race, including the 
acclaimed stakes winner Grand Luwegee, who cap-
tured the $150,000 Louisiana Champions Day Classic 
Stakes over Champion Shang on December 12, 2020.  

“Now that was one fine night,” Perron recalled. 
“Due to the Covid-19 restrictions, we could only have 
three people in the winner’s circle photo, but the whole 
family was thrilled. He (Grand Luwegee) had not won 
a race this year, but he is a tough horse and we had 
been training him hard leading up to the race. He won 
the Premier Night Championship last year (on Feb. 9, 
2019) in very much the same running style. The odds 
were kind of against us, I guess you could say.  He is 
primarily a sprinter, but we always knew he could run 
a route.” 

Grand Luwegee, winless in six starts leading up to 
the race, went off at odds of 52.50-to-1. As the gates 
opened the game five-year-old son of El Corredor hus-
tled to the lead and valiantly held off 4-5 favorite 
Shang by a head to capture an amazing upset in one of 
ten restricted stakes for Louisiana breds run at Fair 
Grounds Race Course on that eye-popping December 
afternoon. Grand Luwegee, with jockey Colby 
Hernandez in the irons, won the 1 1/8-mile contest 
over a muddy sealed track in 1:52.03. 

“What is so incredible about the whole thing is 
Colby didn’t even have a ride prior to the race,” said 
Perron. “There were trainers like Asmussen who had 
brought in jockeys from Churchill Downs and he was 
overlooked. Colby is a veteran jockey and we were 
lucky to get him that day. He rode a horse with almost 
impossible odds to a front running victory. That is how 
Grand Luweg ½ furlongs to 1 1/8-miles over muddy 
and fast track surfaces. He has won six of 21 starts with 

five seconds and two thirds for earnings of $349,250.   
Perron, an astute horseman with an eye for detail, 

knew there was something different about Grand 
Luwegee as he watched the striking dark bay or brown 
colt gallop around in the paddock with his dam. 

“He was big and strong,” Perron reminisced. “He 
had a sense of who he was from the moment he hit the 
ground. It was exciting to watch this colt grow and 
develop. I really thought we might have something 
special in Grand Luwegee.” 

The whole story of Grand Luwegee has the hint of 
an ongoing fairy tale, but his career nearly came to a 
halt in early 2020 after he injured an ankle that got 
caught in the bottom portion of the stall, Perron said. 

“It took about five months to get the ankle healed, 
and we weren’t certain that he (Grand Luwegee) would 
make it back to the races. It was a slow process at first, 
getting him back in shape, but he went back into train-
ing slowly and we had veterinarians monitoring his 
progress. He came back better than ever. We plan to 
keep running him with high hopes for his future.” 

Perron, one of the few Louisiana horsemen who 
owns, trains, and breeds his own Thoroughbreds, 
maintains a stable of six horses at Copper Crowne 
Training Center. He has compiled an enviable record 
since taking out his trainer’s license in 2010. Perron 
has had 58 wins from 585 starts for earnings of 
$1,286,055. Not a bad return for a hobby. 

“The racing is definitely a family affair,” said 
Perron. “My grandchildren Landon, Bryce, and Lauren 
all name the horses, and I add the winnings to their col-
lege fund. Everybody benefits, and everyone has a 
good time. Grand Luwegee has exceeded all expecta-
tions, and we are excited to see what surprises he has 
in store for us in the coming year.” 

 


