
Happy New Year to everyone! 
What a year 2020 was, yuck. 

Louisiana Horse Rescue Assoc-
iation is determined to only look 
forward during 2021; we are hop-
ing for a better this year for sure!  
Even with all of the pitfalls of 
2020, LHRA had a few success 
stories to share, and as always, we 
have learned a few things as well.  

During 2020 LHRA was able to 
mentor a couple of individuals 
starting up new “equine rehom-
ing” operations, pay a few bills 
and find homes for some disad-
vantaged horses of our own. In all, 
2020 was not a total disaster but 
we are going to keep that a secret 
so as not to jinx anything for 2021! 
With all of the less than stellar 
events that unfolded, LHRA ended 
the year by finding a great home 
for one of our few AQHA four-
legged friends, something we do 
not do very often, so I would like 
to share that story with you. 

LHRA is an equine rescue 
founded to care and place unwant-
ed, abused or otherwise disadvan-
taged horses of racing breeds. 
Over the past 16 years (Has it real-
ly been that long?) LHRA has 
done just that, rehoming over 300 
horses. Most of these horses have 
been Thoroughbreds. Out of 318 
horses that we have helped find 
new homes, only 15 of them have 
been other breeds, counting one 
mule and two donkeys. Perhaps 
taking in large numbers of 
Thoroughbreds from failed board-
ing or breeding operations labeled 
us as a Thoroughbred-only rescue. 

Even though we took in over 100 
horses in two years we certainly 
did not discriminate against any 
other breeds, we just did what we 
had to do for those horses at the 
time.  

The last horse adopted in 2020 
was our one remaining AQHA 
holdout, a horse that was surren-
dered to us by owners that found 
themselves in dire financial straits. 
The owners of the horse had 
moved him to a “discount” board-
ing facility which subsequently 
fell onto hard times and apparently 
didn’t tell anyone they were no 
longer feeding the horses. Once 
the owners discovered this, LHRA 
was contacted and we stepped in 
to give this kind old gelding some 
much-needed veterinary care and 
food. His name is Thor.  

Thor came to LHRA, as most 
horses do, with a long sad story. 
His mouth was scarred from who 
knows what kind of bit someone 
used on him and his tongue looked 
as if it had been almost cut in half 

at some time. We were told that he 
had been ridden a lot and he was 
well-mannered, which is always a 
plus for any horse. He even had a 
current negative coggins test, but 
we quarantined him anyway just to 
be safe.  

After treating Thor for a nasty 
cough and a snotty nose he seemed 
much better, so he was introduced 
to the herd. His name might lead 
one to imagine a valiant warrior; 
this was not the case with Thor. He 
mostly just avoided confrontation 
and happily assumed his new posi-
tion at the bottom of the pecking 
order. 

Fast-forward several months 
and LHRA was contacted by a 
nice Veterinary Technician look-
ing for a horse to ride. In our little 
corner of the equine world, a 
“rideable” horse is sort of an arbi-
trary term, especially if we have 
been told the horse is a “dead-
broke trail horse” or something of 
that nature. It seems that every 
horse offered to LHRA is just “the 
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LHRA Success Story, Thor, is enjoying his new life as a trail horse with 
new young friends.
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most gentle, well-mannered and 
easy riding horse in the world” 
...until the saddle gets on the 
horse’s back. Things can get inter-
esting then, so we always caution 
potential adopters that the things 
we are told are not always true.  

With Thor, we had a nice sur-
prise. The girl that adopted him 
walked him right into the trailer, 
brought him home, saddled him up 
and rode away into the sunset. She 
was even nice enough to send us 
some pictures of his first trail ride. 
In looking for a silver lining to the 
dark cloud that was the past year, 
it looks like LHRA ended 2020 on 
a good note. We are going to keep 
a positive attitude and have some 
determination that 2021 will con-
tinue this trend; we hope that all of 
you will share this resolve with us! 

LHRA finds homes for horses 
through word of mouth, the inter-

net via our website, and we rely 
heavily on social media as well. 
When LHRA is unable to take in a 
horse, sometimes we can help the 
owner or animal shelter in ques-
tion by posting pictures and infor-
mation about the horse and asking 
for help from our 15,000+ mem-
bers. LHRA is home to many 
older, injured horses that are con-
sidered “sanctuary” horses, but on 
occasion someone will adopt a 
sanctuary horse just to have a 
companion horse for one of their 
other horses. For those wanting to 
start their own equine rescue, we 
always caution them that they will 
need to always have a plan to feed 
and care for the sanctuary horses 
long after all of the young and 
shiny horses are adopted out. This 
is always on our mind and is a 
large part of our budget every 
year. 

Please consider supporting or 
getting involved in some way, if 
not with LHRA then with some 
other “legit” rescue, or foster a 
horse on your own. It is a great 
responsibility to breed animals of 
any kind and insure they have 
good care for the rest of their lives, 
so a special “thank you” goes out 
to all of you who do just that! You 
can find us at www.louisiana-
horserescue.com or on Facebook 
at www.facebook.com/lhra1, your 
support, of any kind, is always 
appreciated!  
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