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In days gone by, an old Kentucky groom who had 
seen a lot of good horseflesh come and go was sup-

posedly asked, “What makes a good horse?” 
The old-timer replied, “Speed, sir.” 
“And what else?” the questioner persisted. 
“More speed, sir, more speed. That’s what makes a 

good horse.”  
That old groom would have loved Imperial Hint, 

who is entering stud at Clear Creek Stud at an intro-
ductory fee of $2,500 live foal. For that money, breed-
ers will get access to a horse who has more Grade 1 
sprint wins than any other stallion in Louisiana and 
twice sizzled six furlongs in less than 1:08. That’s pure 
speed but not cheap speed, as Imperial Hint knocked 
heads repeatedly with the best Eastern sprinters and 
won his share and then some. 

Imperial Hint comes from the male line of Danzig, 
a source of speed in North America. The link to the 
three-time champion sire is through Langfuhr, who 
was voted the champion sprinter in Canada in 1996 
after winning that year’s Vosburgh Stakes (G1). 
Langfuhr went on to win the 1997 Carter Handicap 
(G1) and Metropolitan Handicap (G1) before retiring 
to stud, where he sired 75 stakes winners and was a 
prolific sire of winners. 

Among those winners was Imperialism, a neatly 
made, well-balanced gray who was not overly large 
but compensated with a smooth, reachy stride. His ath-
leticism translated into Grade 2 wins in the 2004 San 
Vicente Stakes and San Rafael Stakes and the 2005 Pat 
O’Brien Handicap, all at a mile or less, and he 
stretched his speed well enough to place in the 2005 
Kentucky Derby and two other Grade 1 events at 9 or 
10 furlongs. 

The best horse Imperialism ever sired, Imperial Hint 
was produced from the winner Royal Hint, whose sire 
Lahint was a multiple graded-placed listed stakes win-
ner and a full brother to 1991 champion 3-year-old 
male Hansel. The dam of three other winners, Royal 
Hint, in turn, is out of Ray’s Trial, a winning daughter 
of multiple Grade 1 winner Skip Trial and the multiple 
stakes-winning Text mare Ray’s Gift. 

Unraced at 2, Imperial Hint ran through his condi-
tions at 3 to become a stakes winner, taking the 7-fur-
long Ocala Breeders’ Sales Sophomore Stakes in a 
smart 1:22.15. At 4, he proved he was ready for the big 
time. After capturing four stakes races including the 6-
furlong Smile Sprint Stakes (G3) at Calder and the 7-
furlong General George Stakes (G3) at Laurel—and 
after scorching six furlongs in a track record-equaling 
1:07.55 in the Donald LeVine Memorial Stakes at Parx 
Racing—Imperial Hint challenged the top sprinters in 
the country in the 2017 TwinSpires Breeders’ Cup 
Sprint (G1) at Del Mar. Eventual two-time sprint 
champion Roy H. beat him home by a length, but 
among the horses that finished behind Imperial Hint 
that day were the defending champion sprinter, 
Drefong; multiple Grade/Group 1 winners Mind Your 
Biscuits and Ransom the Moon; 2017 Vosburgh 
Stakes (G1) winner Takaful; and the 2020 Breeders’ 
Cup Sprint winner, Whitmore, who also won the 2018 
Forego Stakes (G1). 

Continuing to improve at 5, Imperial Hint beat 
Whitmore again in the True North Stakes (G2), and 
then gained the Grade 1 win he so richly merited in the 
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Alfred G. Vanderbilt Handicap at 
Saratoga. Adding icing to the cake, 
he also captured a second Grade 1 
in the historic Vosburgh Stakes 
before running third in the 
TwinSpires Breeders’ Cup Sprint at 
Churchill Downs. 

Fully matured at 6, the “Little 
Rocket” took a little time getting 
untracked In 2018, running third in 
two stakes in Florida and in the 
Dubai Golden Shaheen Sponsored 
by Gulf News (G1). But given time 
to recover from his trip to Dubai, he 
showed that he had earned his nick-
name fairly in the 2019 Vanderbilt, 
when he scorched six furlongs in a 
track-record 1:07.92 to romp by 
four lengths. He took his fourth and 
final Grade 1 win in his next outing 
by taking down Grade 1 winner 
Firenze Fire in the Vosburgh Stakes 
but was forced to scratch from the Breeders’ Cup 
Sprint due to a minor hoof issue. 

2020 upended a great many plans for humans and 
horses alike, and so it was for Imperial Hint. Taken to 
Saudi Arabia to race on the inaugural Saudi Cup card, 
he was off the board in the SAUDIA Cup Sprint. As he 
had already made the long journey to the Middle East, 
he was next taken to Dubai for another try at the 
Golden Shaheen. That plan fell through when the 
COVID-19 epidemic caused the cancellation of the 
Dubai World Cup program, and after Imperial Hint 
returned home, he showed enough signs of wear and 
tear that the decision was made to retire him. He left 
racing with a record of 14-3-4 from 25 starts and earn-
ings of $2,209,055. 

Imperial Hint is inbred 4x5x5 to Northern Dancer 
but is free of the popular Storm Cat branch of this sire 
line, and may do well with line breeding to Northern 
Dancer or his sire Nearctic via mares returning crosses 
of Storm Cat and/or Icecapade. With only one cross of 

Mr. Prospector via Woodman in his pedigree, he 
should also be suitable for mares with Carson City or 
Unbridled’s Song in their pedigrees, and mares with 
multiple crosses to Buckpasser or the La Troienne 
family (particularly through Numbered Account) may 
also be worth considering. Finally, Imperial Hint may 
be well suited by breeding type to type for speed, espe-
cially given the predominance of sprint racing in 
Louisiana. 

“Imperial Hint is a really attractive horse, just beau-
tifully balanced and with clean legs,” says Michelle 
LaVoice of Clear Creek. “You’d think he could go 
back to racing tomorrow; he’s that sound, and he’s got 
a great attitude, playful and full of life. We’re market-
ing him to Quarter Horses as well as Thoroughbreds, 
and he should be getting a lot of support. The 
Louisiana market is all about speed, and we couldn’t 
be happier with having this horse here. He’ll be a great 
fit.”


