
Louisiana Champions Day Classic  
$150,000, 3-year-olds and Upwards, Mile and one eighth 

GRAND LUWEGEE 
El Corredor - Magical Mia, by Gold Fever 
Owner: Gerard Perron • Breeder: Gerard Perron 
Trainer: Gerard Perron •  Jockey: C. J. Hernandez
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2020 Louisiana 
Champions Day



Forgive Gerard Perron if he was 
a little emotional in Fair 

Grounds winner’s circle following 
the $150,000 Louisiana Champ-
ions Day Classic. Watching his 5-
year-old homebred battle gamely 
through the Fair Grounds stretch 
to prevail by a head, the 75-year 
old Opelousas native fought back 
his emotions alongside his grand-
son talking about Grand 
Luwegee’s monumental upset. 

“We wanted to go to the lead if 
he broke well and he did that,” 
Perron said. “He just battled. That 
horse has got a lot of courage and 
we have been training him hard 
for this race.”  

Grand Luwegee was dismissed 
at odds of 52.50-1 and returned 
$107 for the win, easily the 
biggest upset on the 13-race card.  

Grand Luwegee started his 
career as a 2-year-old in 2017 on 
the Stall-Wilson turf course. The 

Delta Downs specialist picked an 
opportune time to win his first 
race in eight tries on the Gentilly 
oval. Ridden along the rail on the 
front end by Colby Hernandez, the 
son of El Corredor out of the Gold 
Fever mare Magical Mia navigat-
ed the 1-1/8 mile test over a sealed 
muddy track in 1:52.03. 

“The plan was to break and get 
on the front end if nobody was 
going to go and that’s what we 
did,” Hernandez said. “He just 
kept fighting the whole way and 
just wasn’t going to let that other 
horse (Shang) pass him.” 

Shang, the 4-5 favorite, fin-
ished second in front of the other 
Steve Asmussen trainee Jus 
Lively in the 8-horse field.  

Grand Luwegee employed the 
same tactics at Fair Grounds as he 
did in his last victory in February 
of 2019 in the $150,000 Louisiana 
Bred Premier Night Champion-

ship Stakes at Delta Downs. In 
between he drifted between four 
turf races and three dirt races at 
Evangeline Downs, Fair Grounds 
and Delta Downs. 

“We’d been running him short 
and he hadn’t been doing good in 
those five furlong races,” Perron 
added. “We knew he could do bet-
ter than that and decided to run 
longer and that’s what we did and 
he came through.” 

The victory pushed Grand 
Luwegee’s lifetime earnings to 
$348,650 from a running line of 
21-6-5-2.  

“That horse has got a lot of courage and we have 
been training him hard for this race.” 

Gerard Perron, Grand Luwegee owner/breeder/trainer
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Sir Wellington did not disap-
point his public backers in 

cruising to victory in the $100,000 
Champions Day Juvenile as the 
even-money favorite under 
Marcelino Pedroza. Facing state-
breds for the first time in four 
career starts, Sir Wellington sat 
just behind state-bred stakes win-
ner Chu Chu’s Legacy in the early 
going before powering away in the 
lane to a 2-length win over 
Standing Perfect. 

“The plan was to put him right 
behind the speed and when it was 
time to go he gave me his run and 
never looked back,” Pedroza said. 
“This colt has a very bright future 
and he will be tough to beat 
against Louisiana breds.” 

Trainer Hugh Robertson 
debuted the chestnut son of Palace 
at Delaware Park in August where 
he broke his maiden in impressive 
fashion. A second place allowance 
finish five weeks later led to his 
stakes debut on Breeders’ Cup 
weekend at Keeneland in the listed 
Nyquist Stakes. He finished fifth 
that day behind a well-regarded 
group of open company 2-year-old 
sprinters. 

A $55,000 purchase by Vicky 
McGowan’s Xtreme Racing 
Stables LLC at the 2020 Fasig-
Tipton Midlantic Two-Year Olds 
in Training Sale in May, Sir 
Wellington sports a 4-2-1-0 record 
with $96,570 in earnings.  

“This one was all my brother’s 
Mac (Robertson) doing here,” 

trainer Hugh Robertson said. “He 
picked this horse out at the sale for 
the owners and ran him up on East 
Coast a couple times. I just got 
him down here at Fair Grounds the 
last couple weeks. He’s a nice colt 

and does everything you ask of 
him. I think we will keep him 
sprinting right now and look for 
races either in Louisiana or up at 
Oaklawn for him.”

Louisiana Champions Day Juvenile 
$100,000, 2-year-old colts and geldings, 6 furlongs 

SIR WELLINGTON 
Artie Schiller-What’s Your Point, by Wheaton 
Owner: Xtreme Racing Stables, LLC  •  Breeder: BCS Thoroughbreds LLC 
Trainer: Hugh H. Robertson  •  Jockey: Marcelino Pedroza

Sir Wellington with Marcelino Pedroza wins the 30th running of the 
Louisiana Champions Day Juvenile at Fair Grounds. 
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Trainer Dallas Stewart wasn’t 
shy about his chances for vic-

tory in the $100,000 Champions 
Day Lassie with talented filly Big 
Time. Coming off an impressive 
maiden victory over open compa-
ny at Churchill Downs, she 
stamped herself as one to watch 
with an emphatic 3-1/2 length win 
across the muddy main track.  

Sent off as the 2.80-1 second 
choice in a field of eight, Big Time 
showed she could handle some 
adversity. She was a step slow 
from the gate causing her to get 
squeezed behind a couple of rivals 
before jockey Brian Hernandez 
maneuvered her up the rail for her 
winning run. 

“She got out of there a tad slow 
but recovered quickly and we 
found a good spot down the back-
stretch,” Hernandez said. “And 
when she found that opening on 
the rail she put her head down and 
finished really well.” 

Big Time ($7.20) stopped the 
clock in 1:11.97 for six furlongs. 
Taylor Avenue finished second  
more than six lengths clear of 
Tecate Time in third. Rue Lala, the 
1.40-1 favorite, checked in fourth.  

“It was great to win this for 
Murray (Valene) and Mrs. Geri  
because they put so much into 
Louisiana bred racing,” Stewart 
said. “She kicked their butts up at 
Churchill and she has been great in 

the mornings. She’s still undefeat-
ed so that’s a good thing.” 

Valene and Stewart have been 
down this road before with the 
same family of horses. Big Time’s 
dam Kitty’s Got Class also pro-
duced 2018 Juvenile winner 
Classy John, who started his 
career winning 3-of-4 starts as a 2-
year-old including the Champions 
Day Juvenile. 

Bred by Tom Curtis and Wayne 
Simpson, Big Time was a $30,000 
purchase out of the 2019 Equine 
Sales Company of Louisiana 
Yearling Sale. The daughter of 
Astrology now has $92,704 in two 
career starts. 

Louisiana Champions Day Lassie 
$100,000, 2-year-old fillies, 6 furlongs 

BIG TIME  
Astrology - Kitty’s Got Class, by Old Forester 
Owner: Valene Farms, LLC • Breeder: Tom Curtis and Wayne Simpson 
Trainer: Dallas Stewart  •  Jockey: Brian Hernandez, Jr.

Big Time with jockey Brian Hernandez, Jr. aboard pulls away to win the  Louisiana Champions Day Lassie.
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Room To Finish exacted her 
revenge in the $100,000 

Ladies Turf race powering home 
through the stretch to post a 1-1/2 
length win over defending Ladies 
Turf champ Net A Bear. 

Sent off as the favorite last year 
in this race, Room To Finish 
encountered traffic in the stretch 
which slowed down her late kick. 
It resulted in a runner-up finish. 
This year however jockey Adam 
Beschizza had a clear run through 
the “good” rated Stall-Wilson turf 
course and hit the wire in 1:46.11 
for about 1-1/16-miles. 

“I  relied on that good turn of 
speed in the stretch to get it done,” 
Beschizza remarked. “She’s just 

real consistent. Even if there is a 
sedate pace up front you can rely 
on her to have that good eighth of 
a mile kick.” 

Room To Finish was bumped 
slightly at the start and settled in 
fifth in the seven-horse field as 
Marywood pushed ahead to the 
front through fractions of 24.09 
and 50.26. The top three finishers, 
Room To Finish, Net A Bear and 
Offspring all launched closing 
kicks around the quarter-pole with 
Room To Finish widest of the trio. 
She crossed the line first to return 
$6.60 as the co-2.30-1 favorite 
with third place finisher Offspring.  

“She’d been running great all 
year and with her she doesn’t have 

to bring her track with her,” said 
trainer Wayne Catalano, whose 
only real concern was whether the 
race would stay on the grass after 
early morning rains. “The plan 
was to get good position and get 
clear when the time comes and roll 
home and she did just that.” 

The 5-year-old Giant Oak mare 
now has five wins in 10 tries on 
the grass in New Orleans showing 
an affinity for the local weeds. 
Overall she has earned $289,605 
from 20 lifetime starts, 16 of 
which she has finished in the 
money for owners West Point 
Thoroughbreds, Jerry Caroom and 
Kevin Kuta’s Forge Ahead 
Stables.  

Louisiana Champions Day Ladies Turf 
$100,000, 3-year-olds and Upwards, fillies and mares, Abt. mile and one sixteenth 

ROOM TO FINISH 
Giant Oak - Can’t Roll A Seven, by Victory Gallop 
Owner: West Point Thoroughbreds, Forge Ahead Stables, LLC and Jerry Caroom • Breeder: Mike Meeks 
Trainer: Wayne M. Catalano  • Jockey: Adam Beschizza
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Adam Beschizza aboard Room To Finish makes a late charge to win the Louisiana Champions Day Ladies 
Turf.



The name Tommy Lee Edwards 
may have never made the 

inside of the Daily Racing Form 
but without him trainer Tom 
Morley believes his rugged turf 
gelding wouldn’t have captured 
his second consecutive $100,000 
Champions Day Turf. Bred in the 
Bayou state just like his equine 
counterpart, Edwards spent almost 
five years in his lifetime around 
horses working in the Morley barn 
before succumbing to cancer this 
past summer.  

Due to Morley’s superstitions it 
was always Edwards at the horse’s 
flank in the winner’s circle while 
Morley watched from afar. 

“That horse was his favorite. He 
went everywhere with him,” 
Morley said of his friend. 
“Tommy was family. He taught 
me as much as any horseman has 
ever taught me. I’m sure he was 
looking down Saturday and he was 
very proud of his horse.” 

The 7-year-old Artie Schiller 
gelding captured his second 
straight win in this race under reg-
ular rider Shaun Bridgmohan who 
employed the exact same tactics as 
last year. The Equibase chart of 
both races matches up. Ninety One 
Assault settled in sixth place mid-
pack before tipping out around the 
turn for home and reeling in each 
rival winning both races by a 
length. 

“I just had to be a good passen-
ger today,” said Bridgmohan, who 
has won six races in seven rides 

aboard Ninety One Assault. “I just 
found the best spot I could coming 
for home and he did his job.” 

Ninety One Assault has become 
the ultimate definition of “Horse 
for Course”. In 11 starts on the 
Stall-Wilson turf course he owns a  
record of 11-7-1-2 with over 
$280,000 of his $425,658 earnings 
having come over that course. He 
finished off about 1-1/16 miles on 
a good rated turf in 1:46.86. 

“He’s been a superstar for our 

barn,” said Morley, who owns the 
gelding along with Paul 
Braverman. “He might be better 
this year than last . He was draw-
ing away from them at the end.” 

Ninety One Assault returned 
$5.20 as the post time favorite in 
the field of 11. Afleet Ascent, off 
the board in this race last year, 
held on nicely for second. 
Pacesetter Guitar Tribute checked 
in third. 

Louisiana Champions Day Turf  
$100,000, 3-year-olds and Upwards, About a mile and one sixteenth  

NINETY ONE ASSAULT 
Artie Schiller-Lilly Ladue, by Chief Three Sox 
Owner: Thomas Morely and Paul Braverman  • Breeder: Richey & Strode Stables, LLC 
Trainer: Thomas Morley  • Jockey: Shaun Bridgmohan

Ninety One Assault with Shaun Bridgmohan aboard wins the 30th run-
ning of the Louisiana Champions Day Turf at Fair Grounds.
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The venerable Monte Man took 
a page out of Breeders Cup 

Sprint winner Whitmore’s play-
book and dusted off a younger 
field to win $100,000 Champions 
Day Sprint at the ripe age of 7 
years old. 

Making his 12th start on the 
Fair Grounds oval, Monte Man 
used his patented late kick under 
Adam Beschizza to defeat seven 
rivals over six furlongs on a 
muddy main track in 1:10.60. He 
improved his off track record at 
Fair Grounds to four wins from 
seven starts with a second and a 
third.  

“Right when you think he  
might have lost a step he shows he 
hasn’t by the way he trains here,” 
trainer Ron Faucheux said. “This 
horse means more to us than any 
horse I’ve ever trained. He’s so 
mature. It’s been such a pleasure 
to train this horse.” 

Monte Man ($14) had not been 
above 6-1 odds in his prior 18 
races dating back to March of 
2018 when he won the Costa 
Rising on the turf for Louisiana 
breds.  

“Can’t explain that,” said 
Faucheux, whose other entrant in 
the race Bertie’s Galaxy set the 
pace before finishing fifth as the 
1.50-1 favorite.  

Owned by Brian Ivery’s Ivery 
Sisters Racing, Monte Man also 
exorcised his demons in the 
Champions Day Sprint having fin-
ished third in 2018 and fourth in 

2019. He turned the tables on last 
year’s winner Laughingsaintssong 
who finished sixth. Brittlyn 
Stable’s Win Ya Win showed a 
good closing kick for second place 

followed by Silver Galaxy in third. 
Monte Man heads into 2021 for 

his 8-year-old season with 
$676,423 in career earnings from a 
career record 44-16-7-7.  

Louisiana Champions Day Sprint  
$100,000, 3-year-olds and Upwards, 6 furlongs 

MONTE MAN 
Custom For Carlos - Sarah’s My Angel, by Sutter’s Prospect  
Owner: Ivery Sisters Racing • Breeder: Val C. Murrell  
Trainer:Ron Faucheux  •  Jockey: Adam Beschizza

Adam Beschizza aboard Monte Man wins the Louisiana Champions 
Day Sprint at Fair Grounds.
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Trainer Joey Foster said he 
would’ve bet his truck on Our 

Lost Love if the $100,000 
Champions Day Ladies Sprint was 
going 5-1/2 furlongs but that final 
330 yards had him nervous. 

Our Lost Love opened up to a 
2-1/2 lead in deep stretch finding 
the wire in time to win the tightest 
photo of the day by a nose over a 
fast-charging favorite Mr. Al’s 
Gal. Last year’s Lassie winner 

Vacherie Girl finished another 
half-length back in third in the 
eight-horse field. Final time for six 
furlongs on a sealed muddy track 
was 1:11.93. 

“She broke well like she always 
does and I tried to give her a 
breather there once we got the 
lead,” said rider Mitchell Murrill. 
“She was fine till that last six-
teenth when she was struggling to 
keep up. I wasn’t sure we won it 
until I saw it up on the board.” 

Foster echoed his rider’s com-
ments after Our Lost Love 
returned an $8 mutuel as the sec-
ond choice in the eight-horse field. 

“Mitchell didn’t move on her 
till he had to the last eighth of a 
mile,” Foster said. “She beat some 
tough older fillies in here. This 
was the toughest field she’s had to 
face from top to bottom. This filly 
just lays it down every time. She’s 
had a great year and she’ll run on 
anything. She’s just as good on 
turf as on dirt and it doesn’t matter 
if it’s a wet track or not she just 
shows up and runs her race.”  

The 3-year-old Half Ours filly 
out of the Private Vow unraced 
mare Lost Love Baby picked up 
the third stakes win of her career 
and now sports a 12-6-3-1 record 
and $272,003 in earnings for own-
ers Richard Robertson and Alan 
Dean of Tri-Star Racing. Our Lost 
Love got some redemption after 
finishing second in the Louisiana 
Champions Day Lassie in 2019. 

Louisiana Champions Day Ladies Sprint 
$100,000, 3-year-olds and Upwards, fillies and mares, 6 furlongs 

OUR LOST LOVE 
Half Ours - Lost Love Baby, by Private Vow 
Owner: Tri-Star Racing, LLC • Breeder: Tri-Star Racing LLC.  
Trainer: Joseph M. Foster • Jockey: Mitchell Murrill

Our Lost Love get a nose in front of Mr. Al's Gal to win the 15th running 
of the Louisiana Champions Day Ladies Sprint.
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