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First Mare In Foal to 
Aurelius Maximus 

The Louisiana-based Aurelius 
Maximus (Pioneerof the Nile–La 
Reina, by A.P. Indy) had his first mare 
confirmed in foal this week. 

The durable Pay the Man 
(Bernstein), owned by Montgomery 
Equine, is among the first book of 
mares for Grade II-placed Aurelius 
Maximus. The Ohio-bred made 76 
trips to the post in nine years at the 
races, winning 27 times (including 21 
black-type races) for earnings of 
$1,058,511. 

Aurelius Maximus stands at 
Adcock’s Red River Farms in 
Coushatta, Louisiana, for an advertised 
stud fee of $2,000 LFG with consider-
ation to approved mares. 

 
First foal of Breaking 
Lucky born at Blue Star  

The first foal of Graded Stakes 
Winning Millionaire Breaking Lucky, 
was born January 29 at Blue Star 
Racing in Scott, Louisiana. Bred by 
4M Ranch and Blue Star Racing, the 
colt is out of Anea (Unbridled’s Song / 
Desire to Excel, by Mt. Livermore)  – 
who has already produced one winner 
out of two starters. Her dam, Desire to 
Excel, was a multiple stakes winner, 
graded stakes placed, and was on the 
board five out seven starts. She has 
produced three winners out of five 
starters, including one Black Type 
Winner. 

“If there is one word that I can use 
to describe this colt, it would be 
STRONG,” said Blue Star Racing 
Owner Dex Comardelle. “He is nicely 

put together, has all the right angles, 
has good bone, conformation, and lots 
of leg! If this first colt is any indication 
of how the rest of Breaking Lucky’s 
crop will look, it’s going to be an excit-
ing year.” 

After breaking his maiden in only 
his second start, Breaking Lucky went 
on to win the Black Type Woodbine’s 
2015 Prince of Wales Stakes  – the sec-
ond leg of Canada’s Triple. In 2016, he 
won the G3 Seagram Cup Stakes at 
Woodbine and went on to place in the 
G1 Clark Handicap, G1 Whitney 
Stakes, and G1 Stephen Foster 
Handicap behind Horse of the Year 
Gun Runner (Candy Ride). In total, 
Breaking Lucky was on the board in 10 
graded stakes and two black type races, 
campaigned in two countries, and 
earned $1,196,376. 

“Breaking Lucky had an incredible, 
quality book of mares in his first year 
at stud with mares spread across the 
region,” said Comardelle. “It’s very 
special to have his first foal born here 
at Blue Star Racing  – where he began 
his stallion career. We are excited 
about our new partnership with 
Pleasant Acres Stallions and will con-
tinue to support him with quality mares 
now that he is in Florida.” 

Hailing from the red-hot sire line of 
Lookin at Lucky (Smart Strike), 
Breaking Lucky also comes from an 
impressive female family. His dam, 
Graded Stakes Placed Shooting Party 
(Sky Classic), broke her maiden in her 
first race. She was second in the G1 
Garden City Breeders’ Cup Handicap 
and was third in both the G3 Pebbles 
Handicap and the G2 Nassau County 
Stakes.  

 

Horologist Named New 
Jersey-Bred Horse of the 
Year 

Multiple graded stakes winner 
Horologist has been named 2020 New 
Jersey-bred horse of the year and 
champion older female by the 
Thoroughbred Breeders’ Association 
of New Jersey. 

Owned by partners There’s A 
Chance Stable, Medallion Racing, 
Abbondanza Racing, Parkland 
Thoroughbreds, Paradise Farms, and 
David Staudacher, Horologist started 
her championship campaign in 
California with trainer Richard Baltas 
and was later transferred to the care of 
Hall of Fame trainer Bill Mott in June. 
Under Mott’s supervision, Horologist 
won the Molly Pitcher Stakes (G3) at 
Monmouth Park and the Beldame 
Stakes (G2) at Belmont Park. She also 
finished second in the Nellie Morse 
Stakes at Laurel Park and was third in 
the La Troienne Stakes presented by 
Oak Grove Racing and Gaming (G1) at 
Churchill Downs. 

The daughter of Gemologist out of 
Cinderella Time (by Stephen Got 
Even), finished 2020 with $345,334 in 
earnings. She has won seven of 20 
career starts and earned $715,439. 
Holly Crest Farm bred Horologist in 
New Jersey. 

Gemologist stands at Acadiana 
Equine at Copper Crowne in Carencro, 
Louisiana. 

 

Fair Grounds Closes Out 
149th Season of Racing 

Fair Grounds Race Course & Slots 
wrapped up the 149th season of racing 
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on Sunday, March 28, and while times 
were a bit more trying because of the 
lingering COVID-19 pandemic, simul-
cast business was exceptionally strong 
due to the tremendous support from 
both horseman and bettors alike. The 
meet, which kicked off with the tradi-
tional Thanksgiving Day opener on 
November 26, included 76 racing days 
and it was highlighted, as always, by 
the 108th running of the $1 million 
TwinSpires.com Louisiana Derby (G2). 

Trainer Ron Faucheux won his cov-
eted first ever trainer’s title with 40 
wins, while dethroning four-time 
defending champion and Eclipse 
Award winner Brad Cox (37 wins) in 
the process. Both 11-time local titlist 
Tom Amoss (35), as well as Hall of 
Famer Steve Asmussen (33), made 
runs at Faucheux, with the former 
holding the lead for much of the meet, 
while Joe Sharp completed the top-5 
with 23 wins.  

James Graham not only repeated to 
win the jockey’s title for the third time, 
but he obliterated his total of 63 wins 
last year, posting a seismic 88 on the 
board to hold off Adam Beschizza 
(85), with Mitchell Murrill (73) nab-
bing a podium finish as well. Colby 
Hernandez (69) bested his brother 
Brian (56) to round out the top-5. 

The owners’ race went down to the 
wire as well, with Godolphin edging 
Chester Thomas’ Allied Racing Stable 
13-12, with End Zone Athletics check-
ing in third with 11. Maggi Moss (9) 
was fourth, with Evelyn Benoit’s 
Brittlyn Stable, Wayne T. Davis (8), 
Whispering Oaks Farm, and Winalot 
Racing rounding out the top-5 with 
eight wins apiece. 

Twelve horses won at least three 
races at the meet, with All Fact and 
Treys Midnight Moon leading the way 
with four each. Big Time, Dalika 
(Ger), Elle Z, Logical Myth, Maxfield 
all won two stakes at the meet. 
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Kenny “Chopper” Bourque 
Longtime jockey Kenny “Chopper” Bourque, died Dec. 29 in 

Taylorsville, Ky., at age 67 from liver cancer. 
The oldest of six siblings, Bourque was born in Abbeville, La., not 

far from Lafayette, where many Cajun-born riders learned to ride at 
unsanctioned racetracks called “bush tracks.” He and his youngest 
brother, Curt, became successful riders. 

 
Allen Chiasson 

Allen Chiasson, age 73, passed away February 11, 2021 at Our 
Lady of Lourdes Regional Medical Center.  

Allen was a blacksmith for over 50 years. He proudly served our 
country as part of the United States Army 225th Blackhawk Aviation 
Company during the Vietnam War. He graduated from Carencro High 
School and horseshoeing school in Texas. He was a member of the 
Louisiana Thoroughbred Breeders Association.  Allen was a mentor 
to many, and influential in so many people’s lives. 

Survivors include his wife of 48 years, Jane, his brother Ashton and 
his wife Jerrie, his niece Connie and her husband Chris, and his 
nephew Chad. 

 
Carl “Babyface” Mathieu, Sr. 

Carl James Mathieu, Sr., age 50, passed away Monday, February 
15, 2021 at his residence in Carencro. 

Carl was a graduate of Lafayette High School and attended 
Lafayette Regional Technical College for Small Engine Repair, he 
was later employed as a Supervisor at LPSS for 30 years. He had a 
love for horses and demolition. 

Carl went on to prosper into having entrepreneurship of his very 
own businesses, Babyface Demolition Breeding Farm and Carl’s 
Interior & Demolition, he was an active member of the American 
Quarter Horse Association and Louisiana Thoroughbred Association. 

Carl was a loving husband, father, son, brother, uncle, and friend 
with a big heart to all those he came in contact with. 

Survivors include his loving wife of 26 years, Lisa Alfred Mathieu; 
one son, Carl James Mathieu Jr; his father, Ernest Mathieu; three sis-
ters, Brenda Ozene (Kevin), Lisa M. Johnson (Stephen), and Angela 
Mathieu; two brothers, Mark Mathieu (Monica) of Carencro, LA and 
Patrick Mathieu (Almera) of Lafayette, LA. 

 
Prentiss Neal McFadden 

Prentiss Neal McFadden, 77, passed away on Tuesday, February 
23, 2021 after a short illness.  

Neal was born on July 23, 1943 in Ruston, Louisiana. He attended 
A.E. Phillips Elementary School and graduated from Ruston High 
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Both Handle and betting support 
were strong from Opening Day to 
Closing Day. As a result, from the 
strong simulcast handle, management 
was able to raise purses 10% across the 
board three separate times at the meet. 

 
Oaklawn Increases 
Purses 

On Tuesday March 9th, Oaklawn 
announced the largest mid-season 
purse increase in the history of the 
track. Over the final eight weeks of the 
season, Oaklawn is pumping another 
$2.5 million into overnight races, 
including increasing top allowance 
races to $110,000. The 15% across the 
board increase also takes maiden spe-
cial weights to $93,000 and raises the 
bottom purse to $27,000. 

“It’s been an interesting year to say 
the least, but it is very gratifying to 
announce this purse increase nearly a 
year after shutting the race meet and 
casino down to fans because of the 
Covid-19 pandemic,” Oaklawn 
President Louis Cella said. “I wasn’t 
sure we’d get here a couple of weeks 
ago with all the bad winter weather, but 
our horsemen and fans are resilient. 
February ended with a tremendous 
weekend of racing and it was exciting 
to see fans back in the Infield last 
week. I have no doubt the final eight 
weeks of racing are going to be excit-
ing, especially with some of our mar-
quee races still to come.” 

Oaklawn’s 2021 live meet contin-
ues through Saturday, May 1. 

 

Texas Summer Yearling 
Sale Set for August 30 

The Texas Thoroughbred Assoc-
iation and Lone Star Park at Grand 
Prairie have announced that the Texas 
Summer Yearling Sale will be held 

Monday, August 30, at the Dallas-area 
track. Entries are now being accepted 
with a deadline of June 21.  

Despite the current health pandem-
ic, last year’s Texas Summer Yearling 
Sale resulted in an increase in gross 
sale receipts of more than 166% with 
approximately twice the number of 
horses consigned compared to the pre-
vious year. Even with the larger cata-
log, last year’s sale posted an increase 
in average and median as buyers react-
ed positively to rising purses and 
breeders awards in Texas thanks to 
new legislation.  

“Last year’s sale showed how 

strong the Southwest market is with 
Texas on the rise and Oklahoma and 
Louisiana continuing to have solid rac-
ing and breeding programs,” said Tim 
Boyce, sales director. “We fully expect 
that upward trend to continue with our 
upcoming 2-year-olds in training sale 
followed by this yearling sale.”  

Last year the TTA introduced a con-
signor rebate program that rebates up 
to 50% of the consignment fee using 
funding from the passage of HB 2463, 
and that offer will again be in effect for 
this sale.  

For more information, go to 
www.ttasales.com. 

Clear Creek Stud Awards $5,000 Scholarship  
 
On Fair Grounds Racetrack closing day, Sunday, March 28, The Annual 

Clear Creek Stud Scholarship was awarded to Rhett Sonnier. 
This is an award that Clear Creek Stud sponsors in the name of their 

clients for a student with Louisiana based connections to the Thoroughbred 
and Quarter Horse Breeding and Racing Industry.  

Applications were submitted to and accepted by the Louisiana 
Horsemen’s Benevolent and Protective Assoc-iation. A committee reviewed 
all applicants, then made the difficult decision, based on their evaluation of 
need and merit, regarding who would receive the $5,000 scholarship. This 
year there were many highly qualified applicants. After much deliberation, 
the decision was made to award the scholarship to Rhett Sonnier.  

The son of Shannon and Karen Sonnier, Rhett is currently in his third year 
at the LSU School of Veterinary Medicine. His family has been involved in 
the horse industry in Louisiana for generations, breeding, training and racing 
Quarter Horses, and includes notable jockey Randy Romero who passed 
away in 2019. Rhett was Valedictorian of his class at Erath High School and 
has participated in numerous extracurricular activities throughout his life. 
His goal is to practice Veterinary Medicine in Louisiana with an emphasis on 
equines both at the race track and the breeding farms.  

With an eye toward the future of our industry, Clear Creek Stud intends 
to make this Scholarship Donation on an annual basis, and would like to 
thank all who submitted an entry.  

“It is our intention to assist families who are actively invested in the 
Thoroughbred and Quarter Horse Breeding and Racing Industries in 
Louisiana," says Val C. Murrell, Clear Creek Stud General Manager. "We 
hope to help students looking for careers in these industries or support indus-
tries, and to encourage young talent to stay in Louisiana. Our youth are the 
future of our industry.”

SALES NEWS
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More than 120 Horses 
Consigned to Texas 2-
Year-Olds in Training Sale 

The catalogue is now available for 
the Texas 2-Year-Olds in Training Sale 
with more than 120 head consigned to 
the auction set for Wednesday, April 7, 
at Lone Star Park at Grand Prairie. The 
under tack show will be held Monday, 
April 5, at Lone Star, which co-spon-
sors the sale with the Texas 
Thoroughbred Association.  

“After being forced to cancel last 
year’s 2-year-old due to COVID-19, 
we are very pleased to get back on 
track this year, especially with the 
excitement from the increased 
overnight purses in Texas and the 
strong stakes schedule coming up at 

Lone Star Park,” said Tim Boyce, sales 
director.  

First-year sires Klimt, Practical 
Joke, Lord Nelson, Gormley and 
Midnight Storm lead a strong stallion 
list, along with Texas freshman stal-
lions Texas Chrome and Eagle. 
National and international sire power 
should be enticing to all buyers with 
Bernardini, California Chrome, Honor 
Code, Kitten’s Joy, Maclean’s Music, 
Malibu Moon and Street Sense among 
those represented. As usual, offspring 
of many of the Southwest’s top sires 
are in the sale, including Bradester, 
Custom for Carlos, Den’s Legacy, Half 
Ours, My Golden Song and Star 
Guitar.   

The mailing of catalogues was 

delayed due to February’s winter 
weather in Texas, but copies are 
expected to mail next week. The com-
plete catalogue is now online, and as 
the sale approaches photos will be 
posted along with videos following the 
under tack show. Online bidding will 
again be available, and interested bid-
ders can register now.  

For more information, go to 
www.ttasales.com.  

2021 Fact Book Available 
on The Jockey Club’s 
Website 

The 2021 edition of the Jockey Club 
Fact Book is now available in the 
Resources section of its website at 
jockeyclub.com. 

The online Fact Book is a statistical 
and informational guide to 
Thoroughbred breeding, racing and 
auction sales in North America and is 
updated quarterly. It also features a 
directory of Canadian, international, 
national, and state organizations. Links 
to the Breeding Statistics report that is 
released by The Jockey Club each 
September and the Report of Mares 
Bred information that is published by 
The Jockey Club each October can be 
found in the Breeding section of the 
Fact Book. 

Among the data included in the Fact 
Book are import/export and sales 
trends, all of which appear to have 
been affected by the COVID-19 pan-
demic. Namely, when compared to 
2019, imports decreased 23.3%, 
exports decreased 35.6%, and mean 
yearling price decreased 19.9%. The 
Fact Book’s racing data also indicates 
the impact of the pandemic on the 
industry. 

The 2021 editions of State Fact 
Books, which feature detailed breed-
ing, racing, and auction sales informa-
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School in 1961. He then attended Louisiana Tech University and 
graduated with a B.S. Degree in Business Administration in 1965. He 
began his career as a pharmaceutical salesman and worked for Pfizer, 
Abbott Labs, and Beecham Pharmaceuticals. 

In 1978, he established General Veterinary Supply in Lafayette, 
La., which he owned and operated along with his wife Mary for 30 
years. 

His association with horses in the veterinary supply business led to 
the establishment of McFadden Farm, where he and his wife raised 
Thoroughbred racehorses and running Quarter horses along with his 
best friend and business partner, Jay Adcock. Neal had a passion for 
broodmares and foals. When he was active at the farm, he didn’t miss 
many foals coming into the world, being there for almost every deliv-
ery. 

Neal served on the Louisiana Thoroughbred Breeders board for 30 
plus years, serving as President, 1st Vice President and 2nd Vice 
President. He served on the Breeders Cup Board for five years, and 
also served on the Animal Health Board of Louisiana. Retiring in 
Baker, Florida, he still stayed connected with his Louisiana bred hors-
es. He enjoyed trail riding with his wife, Mary, and their many friends. 
Neal never met a stranger; he made new friends everywhere he went. 

Survivors include his wife of 30 years, Mary McFadden, a brother, 
Elgin McFadden, Jr., a sister-in-law, Sue McFadden, and stepson, 
John Silva.

OBITUARIES Continued from Page 
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tion specific to numerous states, 
Canadian provinces, and Puerto Rico, 
are also available on The Jockey Club 
website. The State Fact Books are 
updated monthly. 

 
NHBPA, State 
Horsemen’s Groups File 
Suit To Halt HISA’ 

The National Horsemen's 
Benevolent and Protective 

Association, together with state affili-
ates in Arizona, Arkansas, Indiana, 
Illinois, Louisiana, Nebraska, 
Oklahoma, Oregon, Pennsylvania, 
Washington and West Virginia 
(Mountaineer) have filed a federal civil 
suit in an attempt to put the brakes on 
the Horseracing Integrity and Safety 
Act (HISA). The suit, filed in the U.S. 
District Court for the Northern District 
of Texas, names the Federal Trade 

Commission and several of its employ-
ees, as well as the people tasked with 
forming the Nominating Committee 
for the new federal authority. 

The suit seeks to have HISA and a 
number of its elements declared uncon-
stitutional, to enjoin defendants from 
taking any action to implement HISA, 
as well as nominal damages of $1 and 
compensatory damages of any fees 
charged to horsemen by the new 
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Office: 318-747-6883 
Home: 318-747-4202 

Mobile: 318-288-9009

Dr. Kenneth J. Guilbeau  Dr. Phillip L. Stelly  Dr. Jeffrey M. Maestri

General Dentistry 
(337) 896-3267

258 Arceneaux Rd. 
Carencro, LA 70520

"Serving the dental needs of Louisiana Horsemen  
for over 25 years through the HBPA."

Monday-Thursday: 
8:00 - 5:00 

Friday: 7:30 - 12:00

MUSCADINE FARM 
David & Melissa Meche 

n Agent 
n Boarding  
n Foaling 
n Sales prep 

411 Muscadine Rd, Sunset, LA 70584 
337-280-9494 • 337-258-5537 

dmeche123@gmail.com

)#& ")�!�'()$%
Our Firm Represents Horse Owners,

Breeders, Trainers, Jockeys and Farms
in Equine-Related Disputes and Litigation

Gerald J. Calogero, Attorney-at-Law
(504) 581-1416 • www.calogerolawfirm.com
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authority. 
The lawsuit is being handled by The 

Liberty Justice Center, a non-profit 
legal center “that represents clients at 
no charge and was founded to fight 
against political privilege,” according 
to its press release about the case. 

The crux of the suit is that plaintiffs 
believe HISA delegates legislative 
authority to a private organization and 
private individuals in violation of the 
U.S. Constitution. Although the new 
federal authority established by HISA 
will be overseen by the Federal Trade 
Commission, the suit points out that 
the FTC has the authority to reject or 
request modification to rules made by 
the authority but isn't allowed to draft 

its own rules and is not involved in 
enforcement of those rules. 

Additionally, the nominating com-
mittee is tasked with picking the mem-
bers of the new authority's boards, 
rather than the FTC. The suit claims 
that allowing the new authority's board 
to be appointed by a private group of 
individuals is unconstitutional because 
the U.S. Constitution requires the pres-
ident, head of a department, or court of 
law to appoint officers in such circum-
stances. Not only that, the suit claims, 
“this private nominating committee 
was hand-picked by a small group of 
owners and trainers within the 
horseracing[sic] industry who support-
ed passage of HISA, over the objec-

tions of thousands of owners and train-
ers, represented by plaintiffs, who will 
be regulated by HISA.” 

The suit also points to what it calls a 
lack of “intelligible principle” for the 
FTC to guide the new authority. 

“HISA gives the FTC no standards 
upon which to base its decision to 
approve or disapprove rules proposed 
by the Authority. Its guidance is com-
pletely circular and unintelligible: it is 
told to look to rules proposed by the 
Authority and approved by the FTC to 
determine whether to approve rules 
proposed by the Authority.” 
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Dear Owner,  
Louisiana Horse Rescue Association is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization dedicated to Racehorse welfare and aftercare. Currently the 
program is funded entirely through the fundraising efforts of committed volunteers, with 100% of funds raised going directly to the 
horses. We invite you to read more about our organization at www.louisianahorserescue.com.   
In order to continue our efforts of rescuing, retraining, rehabbing and rehoming retired racehorses it is necessary that the horse racing 
industry provide a regular source of income to the program. LHRA hereby requests that each owner by virtue of signing their name 
below, authorize the LHBPA to debit their Horseman’s account as indicated below per start as a tax deductible donation to the LHRA, 
or an optional other amount as you deem appropriate. Once signed, please return this form to us via mail at the post office address above.  
Thank you for your help in this matter. 
 
I hereby authorize the LHBPA to debit my account  
____ $10.00 per start as a tax deductible donation to LHRA. 
____ $5.00 per start as a tax deductible donation to LHRA 
____ OTHER amount per start as stated here (may be a percentage) 
____ One time deduction of $________, deducted from next placing 
 
This voluntary deduction is to remain in effect until I notify the Executive Director or Secretary / Treasurer of the LHBPA 
in writing of my decision to terminate this authorization 
 
Owner Signature ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Printed Name ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address as registered with LHBPA__________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

E-mail address __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

LOUISIANA HORSE RESCUE ASSOCIATION 
8900 Melrose Lane, River Ridge, LA 70123 

Federal Tax ID# 26-1257231 
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