
The path to success in thoroughbred racing is a long 
and winding road. Louisiana native Chris Richard 

has paid his dues with hard work which earned the 
respect of many heralded connections in the industry. 
The rewards have been plentiful with some very spe-
cial stakes winners and a finding a true partner in his 
horse-loving wife, Mallory. 

Richard grew up in the Lake Charles area and had 
friends who raced Quarter Horses at Delta Downs. He 
loved the action and seeing the powerful athletes 
crossing the finish line.  

“That’s what got me interested,” he admitted. 
Education came first with Richard attending Texas 

A&M in College Station and earning a BA in 
Animal/Equine Science followed by his Masters in 
Equine Nutrition and Exercise Physiology.  If you 
thought that his studies would keep him fully engaged, 
you are wrong! Richard was also a standout bowler 
and competed on the A&M Bowling team! 

When he graduated, he moved to Kentucky and 
took on the role of private trainer for James 
McIngvale. The Houston-based furniture salesman, 
known as “Mattress Mack” is a nationally recognized 
supporter of breeding and racing and has built an icon-
ic brand with his 2015 Breeders’ Cup Sprint champion 
Runhappy. 

Richard followed that with a five-year association 
with as an assistant to prominent Louisiana conditioner 
Tom Amoss. He handled duties for the Amoss barn in 
Illinois and Prairie Meadows. 

A LONG AND 
WINDING ROAD 
Love of Horses Unites 
Chris and Mallory Richard 
by Martha Claussen

Chris and Mallory Richard.
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“Chris was a very talented horse-
man long before he worked for 
me,” said Amoss. “He recognized 
that we put the horse first and that 
we aim for consistency in our 
results. He always worked hard and 
operated with a lot of confidence.” 

Richard learned a great deal 
from that experience and was well-
prepared to open his own stable in 
2006. He had fond memories of 
Illinois breeder and owner Howard 
Nelson, who admired his work 
ethic during his tenure with Amoss. 

“He was the first person to tell me 
that when I decided to go out on my 
own, that he would entrust me with 
some of his horses,” said Richard. “I 
will always be grateful to him for 
having confidence in me.” 

Nelson’s support was validated 
that year when I Got a Dream won 
the $100,000 Jim Edgar Illinois 

Futurity, a state-bred stakes he had 
always hoped to win. 

Richard ran horses at Prairie 
Meadows in Altoona, Iowa from 
2008-2015. It marked a very signif-
icant milestone on a personal level 
as that is where he met his future 
wife, Mallory Greiner. She was 
attending Iowa State University 
and had a job working in the Prairie 
Meadows racing office. Richard 
had assembled a bowling team with 
an assorted group of race trackers 
and friends, so for their first date, 
he invited Mallory to go bowling. 

“It might have been a risk 
because she said yes but told me 
she was not very good at bowling,” 
recalled Richard. “I had to tell jock-
ey Israel Ocampo that he was 
kicked off the team, but he was 
very gracious when I explained 
who was taking his place!” 

Mallory showed horses growing 
up, so  the couple bonded quickly. 
Chris wanted to return to Louisiana 
to be closer to his parents, so the 
couple relocated to Vinton and 
were married in 2019.  

The top horse in the Richard’s 
barn is Underpressure, who they 
have owned and trained since 2015. 
Bred in Louisiana by McIngvale, 
Underpressure is a son Birdstone, 
out of the Charismatic mare 
Charming Colleen. 

“As a 2-year-old, there was 
something about him,” stated 
Richard. “I knew he had to be 
mine.” 

Richard has been patient with 
the handsome chestnut gelding, 
who began as a tall, gangly 2-year-
old and has matured into a focused 
stakes competitor. On February 10, 
the 7-year-old Underpressure suc-

Underpressure, the Richard’s top earner, pictured winning his second consecutive Louisiana Premier 
Championship at Delta Downs
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cessfully defended his title in the 
$125,000 Louisiana Premier Day 
Championship at Delta Downs. His 
running style is to set off the pace 
and make a late run and nobody 
rides him like Louisiana veteran 
jockey Gerard Melancon. He loves 
the horse and values his enduring 
friendship with Chris and Mallory. 

“I think the world of them,” said 
Melancon. “Chris is a very sharp 
horseman and will never send a 
horse out that is not ready. That 
gives me a ton of confidence and 
we all get geared up when it comes 
to Underpressure.” 

Defending the title meant a great 
deal to Chris and Mallory. 

“We were super ecstatic,” admit-
ted Richard. “It was his third race 
off a nine-month layoff. Horses like 
him are few and far between,” he 
said. “It’s not just that he runs well; 
he just impresses us because he 
finds a way to win!” 

Underpressure with 14 wins 
from 40 starts has banked $838,182 
and is Richard’s top earner. 

“He’s a once in a lifetime horse; 
as solid as they come,” stated 
Richard. “I just try to not get in his 
way. His running style is to come 
from off the pace and he got the 
right set up in his victory.” 

Mallory also shared her love for 
Underpressure following his repeat 
in the Louisiana Premier Day 
Championship. 

“To really understand Under-
pressure, you have to see him in the 
barn,” she said. “He is so calm and 
gentle; will drop his head and let 
anyone pet him.” 

Richard smiled as Mallory spoke 
about her admiration for the multi-
ple stakes winner. 

“I’d better be diplomatic and not 
say that he is spoiled,” said 
Richard. 

While Underpressure is the 
undisputed stable star, Richard also 
has a special place in his heart for 
several other horses who have 
soared to new heights under his 
care. Native Ruler, a $25,000 
claimer for owner Maggi Moss, 
won nine stakes; and Outta Tune, a 
$5,000 claimer captured the Grade 
3 Count Fleet  at Oaklawn Park. 
Over the years, many owners have 
recognized Richard’s talent and 
hands-on approach to caring for 
and training their horses.  

While he runs at each of the 
Louisiana tracks, Richard has 
shipped horses to Keeneland, 
Oaklawn Park, Prairie Meadows, 
Canterbury Park and even Will 
Rogers Downs in Oklahoma. 

The 49-year-old horseman has 
won 951 career races and hitting 
the 1,000th milestone will be spe-
cial for both he and Mallory. 

She devotes countless hours to 
re-homing the Richard-trainees as 
their racing careers wind down. 

“I vet each prospective owner 
very carefully,” explained Mallory. 
“It’s never an easy process, but we 
believe in making sure our horses 
have a good home away from the 
racetrack.” 

Mallory fuels her creative side 
with designing custom saddle pads 
and showcases her talent on a 
Facebook page called “Horsing 

Around Sewing with Mallory”. 
The Richards own three 

Greyhounds, Belle, Piyo and Nala, 
that they dote on with as much love 
and attention as their horses.  

“It helps that Chris and I get 
along so well,” explained Mallory. 
“We both have agreeable personal-
ities, and our hearts lie in the same 
place.” 

Her husband concurs and adds to 
her assessment. 

“We’ve been together for 12 
years,” added Richard. “Mallory 
understands that being a horse 
trainer is like a college coach. You 
can’t rely on past success; you have 
to be consistent every time and 
every year.” 

The couple still enjoys bowling 
on an occasional date night. 

“She’s improved quite a bit,” 
said Richard. “Mallory can bowl 
between 150-170.” 

“I was terrible in the beginning,” 
stated Mallory. “But now it has 
become our thing!” 

In bowling lingo, a “perfect 
game” is 12 strikes in a row. While 
perfection may not be attainable in 
our sport,  Louisiana Thoroughbred 
racing is very lucky to have this 
horse-loving couple setting such a 
high standard, on and off the race-
track! 

 
Martha Claussen served as pub-

licity director at Sam Houston Race 
Park for ten years. She continues to 
be active in writing and racing 
publicity in Texas, Louisiana, 
Indiana and other regions in North 
America.

“Chris is a very sharp horseman and will never send a horse out that 
is not ready. That gives me a ton of confidence and we all get geared up 
when it comes to Underpressure.” 

Gerard Melancon


