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Many young horses are bred 
and raised to be sold at spe-

cial yearling sales—as prospective 
racehorses or breeding stock.  
Every sale prospect is thoroughly 
checked by a veterinarian to assess 
health and soundness. 

“In February of their yearling 
year, these horses are usually 
checked, to see if there are any 
issues that need to be addressed,” 
says Bill Casner, a longtime horse-
man in Flower Mound Texas. He 
has owned and trained racehorses 
for many years and was co-owner 
of WinStar Farms in Kentucky.  
Today he continues to raise and 
train a few racehorses on his ranch 
in Texas. 

“A young horse might have a 
bone chip or an OCD lesion that 
needs to be cleaned up. In March 
or April, a breeder would do any 
of those necessary surgeries and 
then the veterinarians do reposito-
ry x-rays for the sale–a full shot of 
all the joints,” he says. 

“They also scope and rate the 
throat. A person thinking about 
buying that horse may just refer to 
those repository x-rays and scop-
ing, but sometimes wants to have 
their own done—especially scop-
ing. Those horses generally get 
scoped multiple times. The popu-
lar ones that a lot of people are 
looking at may get scoped 15 to 20 
times. Thus the consigners fre-
quently put a limit on that, since 
it’s hard on those youngsters to 
scope them that much,” says 
Casner. 

“Sometimes people x-ray year-
lings again in May after they’ve 

done any necessary surgeries, then 
hope they don’t have any more 
problems before the veterinarians 
do the repository x-rays in 
September. There’s a big gap in 
time there. These babies are 
always at risk for dinging them-
selves up, and often do it out in the 
pasture and you don’t know exact-
ly what happened. We leave ours 
out most of the day but bring them 
in every morning and go over 
them, and turn them out in the 
afternoon and leave them out all 
night. They often get to running, 
and go up to a fence and stop hard, 
and this can be where they get 
ankle chips,” he says. 

Every horseman has a picture in 
his/her head of what they consider 
a perfect horse to look like. “We 
look at them, watch them walk, 
etc. Everybody wants a big-walk-
ing horse. At these sales you can’t 
watch a yearling jog or gallop; you 
really don’t know how they move 
unless you’ve been to the farm 
where that individual grew up.  
You don’t have any idea how he 
will run. But if a young horse has 
good biomechanics when he 
walks, hopefully it translates into 
being a racehorse. I have seen a 
few bad-walking horses that were 
great racehorses, however.” 

Casner says that what really 
makes a racehorse are the things 
we can’t see. There are some 
intangible things that are very 
important. “Speed is one, and 
probably the most important. We 
cannot look at a horse and tell if 
that horse will have speed. I’ve 
seen a lot of beautiful horses that 

didn’t have speed. A horse like 
Justify is not only beautiful but he 
has tactical speed, and he demon-
strated that on two muddy tracks 
(the Kentucky Derby and the 
Preakness). He came through both 
races clean, while horses behind 
him were covered with mud. The 
horses behind him were probably 
carrying an extra 10 to 12 pounds 
of mud by the end of the race!  
They also have to run farther; gen-
erally the speed horse has the 
shortest path to the wire. Speed 
has all the advantages in dirt rac-
ing.” 

 
CONFORMATION  

“Literally from the time they 
are born, a breeder starts evaluat-
ing the young horse’s conforma-
tion. If you think he’s going to toe 
in, you generally put screws in the 
ankles, and you need to do that 
during the first 90 to 100 days 
when they are growing the fastest, 
for the most effective correction.  
There is nothing that will ‘kill’ a 
sale prospect quicker than being 
toed-in,” he says. 

“Well Armed was a horse that 
was good-legged as a foal and then 
as he grew older his chest got wide 
and he became a toe-in horse. But 
he’s an exception–in how well he 
ran and stayed sound. Most toe-in 
horses are hard to keep sound on 
dirt tracks because of the slide fac-
tor. There is more stress when they 
torque that foot/leg as they slide.”  
That little bit of extra twist on a 
foot that isn’t straight is hard on 
them. 

Many people do some correc-
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tions on foals at a young age. “This 
really helps a horse. Every moving 
part is affected by and subject to the 
laws of physics. If you can put that 
foot in a better position when it 
slides forward, without twisting, 
there is a better chance to keep that 
horse sound—without more stress 
on one side than the other,” he says. 

Conformation is hugely impor-
tant for the sales and for racing.  
“It’s crucial to do some corrections 
within the first 90 days to help 
some of these foals grow up 
straighter. Careful trimming can 
help a lot of them. I trim all of my 
horses every 2 weeks. I pick these 
babies up in Kentucky right after 
they’ve been weaned, and they’ve 
had a bit of work on their feet 
already, but every 2 weeks I am 
looking at those feet, watching 
them walk up and down and back 
and forth,” says Casner. 

Generally the most common cor-
rection is pushing the feet out by 
lowering the inside of the foot a bit 
more than the outside—to try to 
make sure the foot doesn’t toe in.  
It’s natural for foals to toe out a lit-
tle because as they grow up the foot 
straightens as the chest widens.  
“We watch that very carefully, and 
occasionally there will be one that 
toes out too much and you have to 
lower the outside of the foot. It 
takes constant monitoring and man-
agement to allow these foals to 
grow up with the best conformation 
they can. It takes a high level of 
continual management,” he says. 

 
LOTS OF HANDLING 

“The good thing about it is that 
every time you do something with 
these babies, they are learning—
whether they’re standing patiently 
while they are getting trimmed, or 

you are leading them here or there.  
It’s good for their minds and they 
learn to trust, and accept our leader-
ship,” Casner says. 

Babies that are just kicked out in 
the pasture with their mothers, or 
with a group of other yearlings, 
don’t get enough early education 
and have to come up from behind.  
Then it takes more effort to get 
them to where you want them to be.  
They miss out on a lot of ground 
work and are never quite as easy to 
handle on the ground. 

“When you start trimming those 
horses or working on their feet, you 
have to be careful, and they are not 
very good about picking their feet 
up. When you start doing this when 
they are small, however, they 
become very much at ease with it, 
and it’s safer for the horse and the 
human.”

Standing at 
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COME BY THE FARM FOR A VISIT HORSES FOR SALE AT ALL TIMES 

 IDE LIKE  
A DOUBLE 

Ide-Make Mine A Double 

7 Time Stakes Winner  
of $632,416 

Set Track Record at Evangeline Downs -  
1 mile in 1:36.28 

2008 Louisiana Bred Champion 3 Year Old Colt 
Earned black type 17 times 

Broke maiden at two. Ran from two to seven. 
Lifetime record 42-10-9-4 

By perennial leading Louisiana sire, IDE.  
Sire of 2019 winners Personal Double, Double Cool 

2020 winners Red River Chase, Double Red, 
Rosalene 

Entered Stud in 2013 
Fee: Private

 
CRIDER 

Closing Argument-Frankie’s Lady 
Graded  

Stakes Placed Winner  
of $101,066 
Broke maiden at two 

2nd in the G3 Lone Star Derby at 3 

By CLOSING ARGUMENT,  
A perrennial leading sire in Louisiana 

 
Sire of 2018 Allowance winner Hawaiian Appeal 

8-2-3-0, $73,560 
2019 winners Diamond For Crider, Boston Crider and 

Mayreese 
 Entered Stud in 2012 

Fee: Private 


