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LOUISIANA TECH 
GIVES STUDENTS 

HANDS ON EDUCATION 
by Kelly Cole

Louisiana Tech University’s 
College of Applied and Natural 
Sciences offers students several dif-
ferent ways to explore their inter-
ests and passions through different 
degree programs in the School of 
Agricultural Science and Forestry. 

The School’s students can 
choose from range from 
Agriculture Education and Animal 
Science to Forestry and Geographic 
Information Systems. There are 
also several different courses that 
focus on Agriculture Business and 

programs that involve fieldwork 
opportunities.  

Louisiana Tech students are able 
to make connections that can foster 
internship opportunities, especially 
in these Agricultural Science pro-
grams. In this article, five students 
share their Louisiana Tech experi-
ences with internships and opportu-
nities.  
Animal Science 

The Animal Science program at 
Louisiana Tech is a hands-on pro-
gram that offers students a pathway 

towards a Pre-Veterinary track. 
Logan Brown is a student in 
Louisiana Tech’s Animal Science 
program where she is pursuing her 
Animal Science degree concentrat-
ing on the Pre-Veterinary. 

“I heard nothing but stellar 
things about Louisiana Tech’s Pre-
Veterinary program and knew that 
this was the place I wanted to go in 
order to achieve my dream of 
becoming an equine veterinarian,” 
Brown said.  

Brown is currently working at 

Louisiana Tech University Animal Science Lab. Photo by Creosote photographer, Grant Gibson
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Odom Veterinary Hospital as a 
large animal veterinary technician. 
Through her position, she has been 
able to gain experience with ani-
mals such as horses, cows, and 
goats.  

“It is my dream to one day work 
in the equine veterinary industry, 
and this job opportunity has more 
than helped me along the way,” 
Brown said. “I have learned so 
many aspects of the business both 
on the management and medical 
sides.” 

Brown said that Louisiana Tech 
is the reason she was able to expe-
rience this opportunity through the 
connections and the coursework 
that was required of her as a 
Louisiana Tech student. 

“Without Louisiana Tech and 

my education, I wouldn’t be where 
I am today,” Brown said. 

With her experience at Odom 
Veterinary Clinic and the educa-
tional opportunities she has 
received from Louisiana Tech, 
Brown said she is closer to her 
dream career.  

“With these opportunities, I am 
more than prepared for a career as 
an equine veterinarian,” Brown 
said. “If I had not been given these 
opportunities, I would not be able 
to feel confident in my ability and 
it’s all thanks to Louisiana Tech.” 
Agriculture Education 
and Agriculture Business  

Kerington Bass, a student major-
ing in Agriculture Education and 
Agriculture Business at Louisiana 
Tech University, serves as an advo-

cate for Louisiana Tech’s 
Agricultural Sciences. Bass began 
his Louisiana Tech journey in high 
school where she was a part of a 
Future Farmers of America forestry 
contest that took place on South 
Campus. After her experience, he 
knew that Louisiana Tech’s South 
Campus and its programs are what 
led him to pursue Agricultural 
Education and Agricultural 
Business.  

Bass said that Louisiana Tech’s 
Agricultural Sciences programs 
have a variety of classes that benefit 
the industry as a whole. From the 
greenhouse to the classes on live-
stock management and horseman-
ship, there is something for every 
student to learn new skills for their 
field. 

“On South Campus, there are 
several aspects of the agriculture 
industry you can choose from,” 
Bass said. “The Equine Center, Pig 
Barn, and Beef Unit are utilized in 
dozens of classes to demonstrate 
management techniques and proce-
dures used on commercial prac-
tices. These are just a few aspects 
of the opportunities to explore the 
different avenues of the industry.” 

Before coming to Louisiana 
Tech, Bass said she had no idea 
where to start within the agriculture 
industry.  

“As someone who came to Tech 
not knowing anything,” Bass said. 
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“Everyone, from my bosses to my 
classmates, has been understanding 
and patient when it comes to teach-
ing me these new things.” 

Through Louisiana Tech’s South 
Campus, Bass has been able to be 
provided different opportunities to 
expand her knowledge of the agri-
cultural field through being a part 
of the farm crew for the Small 
Ruminant Center.  

“Being on the farm crew has 
given me the chance to learn how to 
use different pieces of equipment 
and the start to finish of growing 
and harvesting hay,” Bass said. “I 
also have the opportunity to learn 
about all aspects of running a beef 
cattle production farm and learn 
how to properly handle horses.”  

Bass will be interning at LSU 
Research Station where she will be 
observing the planting and harvest-
ing of a row crop.  

“Louisiana Tech has gone above 
and beyond in preparing me for this 
opportunity,” Bass said. “I am so 
excited to get started and get to 
work.” 

Forestry 
Sydney McMillan is a senior 

majoring in Forestry at Louisiana 
Tech University. This summer, 
McMillan will be working with 
Weyerhauser through a summer 
internship.  

Weyerhauser is an American 
timberland company that owns 
nearly 12,400,000 acres of timber-
lands in the United States. For those 
students with a career path in 
Forestry, this company provides a 
great opportunity for students to 
experience work in the field and in 
the office. 

“I get to do a little bit of every-
thing through my internship,” 
McMillan said. “I have the opportu-
nity to shadow harvest managers, 
silviculture foresters, and planning 
and inventory foresters. I also will 
assist internal auditing of stream-
side management zones and best 
management practices while also 
learning how logging operations 
run.” 

This opportunity is one that 
McMillan said she has dreamed of 

throughout her college career at 
Louisiana Tech. From interviews 
with companies on a weekly basis 
to classes that equipped her with the 
knowledge needed to succeed, she 
felt beyond prepared when stepping 
into her internship role. 

“Our South Campus hosts real 
companies every week during the 
school year where they give us pre-
sentations about their companies 
and let us interview with them,” 
McMillan said. “If I went to anoth-
er school in the area, or even in the 
state, I am not sure I would have 
been able to experience these one-
on-one connections.” 

McMillan is also actively 
involved on Louisiana Tech’s cam-
pus. Through the College of 
Applied and Natural Sciences, she 
is a Forestry recruiting ambassador. 
In the role, she is able to talk to 
prospective students about 
Louisiana Tech’s South Campus 
and the different opportunities that 
Louisiana Tech has to offer for stu-
dents in Forestry.  

“At Louisiana Tech, the atmos-

Opposite page and below: Students get hands on experience during Governor John Bell Edwards tour of 
South Campus facilities for a glimpse into the Agricultural Sciences and Forestry programs at Louisiana Tech 
University. Photo by Emerald McIntyre/Louisiana Tech University
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phere in that classroom is one of 
comfort,” McMillan said. 
“Everybody, from my professors to 
my classmates, is so helpful and 
supportive in all your endeavors, 
whether it be school or personal 
related.” 

 
Geographic Information 
Science  

Geographic Information Science 
(GIS) is another program that 
Louisiana Tech’s Ag Science pro-
gram offers to students. Austin 
O’Neal and Thomas Bergeron are 
currently in their senior year at 
Louisiana Tech who are majoring 
in Geographic Information Science 
that have experienced different 
opportunities that include intern-
ships, specialized classes, and 
scholarships.  

Both students have their own 
Tech journey but both found their 
passions through GIS within the 
College of Applied and Natural 
Sciences.  

“GIS was the perfect degree to 
marry my interests in computer sci-
ence, environmental science, and 
geography,” Bergeron said. “My 
favorite part of the program is hav-
ing the ability to customize my 
experience to fit my interests.” 

O’Neal said he is pursuing his 
degree in GIS and Forestry to aid 
conservation efforts through 
wildlife management. Louisiana 
Tech has given him the tools he 
needs to experience the diverse 
field at the highest levels. 

“Anything conservation-related 
grabs me and I believe Tech’s pro-
gram has excellently prepared me 
for my dream career,” O’Neal said. 
“I want to actively apply the princi-
ples I have learned in GIS and 
wildlife habitat management to 
leave the Earth better than I found 
it.” 

Both students are currently gain-
ing internship experience through 
their connections with their profes-
sors and instructors. The insights 
and education they gained at 
Louisiana Tech have afforded them 
the resources to pursue their careers 
with the knowledge to excel in their 
fields.  

“I currently have an internship 
with Edko LLC, in their new exper-
imental program called Himmel,” 
Bergeron said. “Himmel is a new 
program created to assist Edko’s 
mission by utilizing drones in the 
application of herbicide for growth 
under power.” 

O’Neal is currently interning at 
Good Hope Land and Timberland 
Management but also worked for 
Halff Associates, an engineering 
firm in summer 2020. 

“I truly believe they hired me 
due to the number of different soft-
ware Louisiana Tech’s GIS curricu-
lum exposes students to,” O’Neal 
said. “I used my GIS training to 
operate complex field instruments 
through principles I learned in the 
classroom which separated me 
from the other interns.” 

O’Neal and Bergeron will gradu-

ate from Louisiana Tech in Spring 
2022. After graduation, these stu-
dents plan to use their passions in 
GIS and Ag Sciences to pursue 
careers better the environment. 

“Without my professors, I would 
not have been able to find such an 
innovative and interesting intern-
ship that allows me to better the 
environment,” Bergeron said. 
“Louisiana Tech was the best 
choice for my future and I can’t 
wait to represent it well in the world 
of agriculture.” 

 
 
These students have all gained 

notable experience while in the 
classroom at Louisiana Tech that 
has given them the ability to branch 
out into different opportunities 
through internships.  

Each student expressed the 
appreciation they have for 
Louisiana Tech and its Agricultural 
Science programs along with its 
South Campus. The faculty and 
staff are among these students’ 
biggest supporters and have helped 
these students connect to others. 

“The faculty at Louisiana Tech 
are always people you can trust and 
count on you for support to achieve 
your goals,” Brown said. “The life 
lessons I’ve learned and the con-
nections I’ve made at Louisiana 
Tech will always be something I 
cherish deeply.”  


