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The Thoroughbred may be the most versatile breed 
of horse in the world. They can sprint and run a 

route while setting world-records on turf and dirt, jump 
with elasticity and finesse, run a barrel pattern as fast 
as a Quarter Horse, perform dressage, and a myriad of 
other horse sports. A 
Thoroughbred can be a trail 
riding partner, brave even-
ter, or a cowboy’s roping 
horse. They come in all 
shapes and sizes, colors 
and have unique markings 
or none at all. 
Thoroughbreds possess the 
keen intelligence and train-
ability handed down from 
their Arabian and Barb 
ancestry that qualify them 
as the perfect sport horse 
for amateurs and profes-
sionals. Horsewoman Jade 
Favre has an eye for the 
versatile all-around 
Thoroughbred and has a 
knack for finding new 
owners throughout the 
country who are eager to 
give them a second career 
after their racing days are done. 

Favre emphasized that the key to finding that great 
home is providing a new owner with a sound horse or 
one with a manageable issue that only requires time 
and rehabilitation. 

“The best advice I can give an owner or trainer is to 

retire your horse sound which makes it easier to find 
them a home,” said Favre. “Stop one race sooner than 
later before an injury occurs. Many of these horses go 
to homes with amateur riders who are looking for a 
horse they can move forward with. Most of the horses 

we rehome are sound com-
ing off the track, but some 
are not. They can be harder 
to place, but we always 
find good homes for 
them.” 

Favre, engaged to train-
er Justin Jeansonne, has 
developed a wide network 
of owners and trainers who 
contact her for rehoming 
their retired racehorses 
throughout the Louisiana 
racing community. She is 
on the backstretch before 
the sun comes up watching 
the horses as the gallop, 
assessing their conforma-
tion, and “putting out the 
word” that she has homes 
waiting for horses. Owners 
and trainers seek out Favre 
because they know she will 

place a horse in the best home suited for each individ-
ual horse and she is honest and transparent with each 
sale. It is a labor of love for Favre, the mother of two 
small toddlers, who also keeps a busy schedule work-
ing in the barn alongside Justin.  

She doesn’t advertise horses in the traditional way.  

REHOMING 
RACEHORSES 

by Mary Marshall

Jade Favre, pictured with fiance Justin Jeansonne, 
has been tremendously successful rehoming retired 
racehorses.



Her Facebook and web page, Jade Favre Sport Horses, 
is overflowing with inquiries from potential owners 
throughout the country looking for that special horse. 
Once a Thoroughbred is posted on her Facebook page 
it has usually found a new home by the next day. 
Ultimately Favre answers every inquiry, and the 
turnover rate for a good horse can be a matter of days. 
Thoroughbreds do not sit in her barn waiting for a new 
home. She places them directly from the farm, the 
trainer’s shed row, the field, or the boarding barn. 
Louisiana Downs has generously provided her with 
five stalls free of charge. Favre has a long list of rep-
utable transporters that can pick up the horse in a short 
time and have delivered to a new owner’s farm within 
days. The Thoroughbreds that she rehomes do not just 
come off the racetrack. Favre has bought young brood-
mares with light catalog pages, unraced two-year-olds, 
and former show horses that are sold to sport horse 
homes. Her customers keep her updated on their 
progress, send horse show pictures, and keep in touch. 
The new owners are enthusiastic to share the progress 
and fun that they are having with their new horse. 

“I have so many inquiries for a good horse that there 
are some days I just can’t keep up with all of them,” 
said Favre. “The majority of inquiries that I get are 
from amateur riders who are looking for event 
prospects, dressage horses, polo ponies, field hunters, 
or just a nice horse to trail ride and have in the barn. 
They inquire from all over the country. I like to match 
up each owner with exactly the type of horse that they 
are looking for. Greys are popular, horses with chrome, 
and even a plain bay without markings but great con-
formation is easy to place. Retiring sound and being 
honest about that horse is a key to finding a good home 
for a horse. You must represent each horse for what 
they are.” 

The demand for sound, athletic amateur friendly 
sport horses has skyrocketed, and the inflated prices 

reflect the nature of a seller’s market. The way that 
buyers purchase these horses has changed dramatical-
ly. Prior to the advent of the internet a buyer went out 
to the farm to meet the owner and ride the horse—
once, maybe several times to make sure that horse was 
a good fit. A potential owner would probably choose 
their own veterinarian and be on site for a pre-purchase 
exam for soundness. Nowadays it is common for buy-
ers to purchase directly from a Facebook advertise-
ment, a video, or a webpage without ever riding or hav-
ing their hands on the horse. They depend upon the 
honesty of the seller to follow through with the pre-
purchase recommendations. In any era, the adage of 
Caveat Emptor, or buyer beware, applies. Favre is 
well-known for her honesty and transparency when it 
comes to placing horses and has developed a stellar 
reputation for representing a horse as they are—posi-
tive, negative, and everything in between. She gets to 
know the personality of the horse, takes conformation 
photos, videos, handles all inquiries, final sale, and 
organizes shipment to the new owner. She rehomed 
over 100 Thoroughbreds in 2020 and has placed 70 this 
year. 

“Most Thoroughbred trainers do not want to deal 
with marketing performance horses,” Favre empha-
sized. “That is where I come in to assess the potential 
of each horse to perform at a certain level. Each horse 
receives a soundness exam and has a set of x-rays taken 
prior to being offered for sale. I talk to the owner, train-
er, exercise rider and barn help to get an idea of the 
personality of the horse. Many I can observe on the 
racetrack daily, so I have a good idea of what they are 
like on the ground and under saddle. Most of the horses 
I represent are sold from a video and several conversa-
tions with a potential owner. Occasionally they can 
visit and ride the horse, but most sales are done without 
the buyer ever seeing it before it arrives at their barn.” 

The price point for Thoroughbred sport horse 

“The best advice I can give an owner or trainer is to retire your 

horse sound which makes it easier to find them a home. Stop one race 

sooner than later before an injury occurs.”

26                                                                                                                                                                        Louisiana Horse



Summer 2021                                                                                                                                                                           27

prospects retiring from the racetrack revolves around 
many factors; soundness, size, suitability for purpose 
intended, age, personality, trainability, conformation, 
sex, and color. 

“Big geldings seem to be popular, and gray is defi-
nitely the most requested color. Smaller, athletic horses 
make great polo ponies. Mares are sometimes harder to 
place, but a good mare is worth her weight in gold. 
Chestnuts and horses with white markings are at the 
top of the requested list. Plain dark bay or brown with-
out markings can be a little harder to rehome. Our 
prices start at $2,500 and go up from there depending 
on the horse.” 

Favre will also help rehome a Thoroughbred that she 
has placed if an owner is unable to keep it. Her focus is 
to keep these horses out of the revolving auction 
pipeline. 

“I will take back or help rehome a horse for any rea-
son. Sometimes placement just doesn’t work out. This 
seldom happens, but I am here to help. Many owners 
don’t realize that by putting a horse in an auction you 
are also putting its future in jeopardy. It can result in a 
disastrous end. I have an ongoing list of potential 
homes to help keep that from happening.” 

Favre comes from a family with a background in 
Thoroughbred racing. Her father Jeff managed Presque 
Isle Downs and Mountaineer Park which gave her an 
introduction to the sport at an early age. When the fam-
ily moved to Ohio, she put on her cowboy boots and 
took up barrel racing. She was talented in basketball 
and received a full scholarship to Southern Mississippi 
College, but the horses were always at the forefront of 
her mind. Favre was seeking a job on the racetrack 
when she met Justin. They started texting back and 
forth, finally met, and it was a match. The couple not 
only shares the joy of raising their two children Jetta 
and Jase, but a love of horses that has led to a career far 
beyond the racetrack. 

“I never imagined that I would be placing so many 
horses throughout the country,” said Favre. “When I 
first started rehoming Thoroughbreds three years ago it 
started out on a small scale and has escalated from 
there. There is a wide market for a good Thoroughbred, 
and I am blessed to be able to find such wonderful 
homes for them. It is very rewarding to know that you 
have made a great connection between a horse and 
their new owner.”  

My Mella Bella, a Louisiana Mixed Sale graduate who 
has gone on to become a successful hunter.

Confederate Yell learning to free jump.

Nubin Ridge, winner of the 2017 Gold Cup Stakes, in 
the LOPE racehorse re-education program in Texas.


