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Louisiana Thoroughbred Breeders Association 
Board of Directors Meeting 
August 20, 2021 
Equine Sales Company 
Opelousas, LA 
1:30 P.M. 
 
Directors Present:                         Directors Absent: 
Jay Adcock 
Brett Brinkman                                
Carrol Castille                                 Others Present 
Charlotte Clavier                            Therese Arroyo 
Jake Delhomme                              Alex Bonin  
Tom Early                                       John Duvieilh 
Danny Guidry                                 Paul Frank 
Warren Harang III                          Phillip Frank 
Keith Hernandez                             Roger Heitzmann 
Michele LaVoice                            Tommy Hewett   
Val Murrell                                     Jim Montgomery 
David Tillson                                  Linda McLellan 
                                                        Michele Rodriguez 
                                                        Phillip Stelly 
                                                        Ken Venable 
 
Warren Harang III called the meeting to order. Warren asked 
Roger Heitzmann to call the roll of members of the Board. A quo-
rum was present. The meeting was ready to proceed with business. 

Jake Delhomme led us in prayer. 

Warren asked the Board what was their pleasure to the minutes of 
the July 8, 2021 meeting. Tom Early made a motion to accept the 
minutes with a correction of a typo spotted by Val Murrell.  

Val also asked if the minutes could be more detailed. Michele 
LaVoice seconded the motion, which was voted on and passed 
unanimously. Roger Heitzmann informed the Board that adjust-
ments to the minutes can be made with a notice to the office before 
the meeting then presented as such.  

Roger informed that the Jazz Fest at the Fair Grounds has been 
cancelled. With that cancellation the races on Louisiana 
Champions Day will go back to their original format. However, 
members of the Board expressed interest that we make the Filly 
and Mare Turf return to the Ladies Distaff which was run on the 
dirt surface. Roger gave the Board all the facts that he had con-
cerning this matter. Discussion took place on this subject. Brett 
Brinkman made a motion to move the ladies race back to the dirt. 
This motion was seconded by Carrol Castille and was voted on by 
a roll call vote. The result returned was 9 for, 2 against. Jake 
Delhomme and David Tillson were the members against with 
Charlotte Clavier not in attendance at this time.  

Warren made note that Carrol Castille and Michele Rodriguez 
arrived just prior to the Agenda item being addressed. 

Tom Early gave a report about the BSCOL Sale. Tom spoke of the 

numbers as well of supplemental numbers he expects, the reposi-
tory, as well as workers. Warren thanked him for the report. 

The next item on the agenda was donations to REAP and BBF. 
Roger informed the Board that it was taken care of already. There 
was no objection from the Board. 

The following item was the subject of the Louisiana Bred Tap 
Dance Star. Roger explained to the Board that this was a 
Louisiana Bred thoroughbred that competed in a race at Colonial 
Downs over the hurdles. The question arose as to whether or not 
we would pay breeders awards. Roger informed the board that 
many years ago we did pay these awards based on the fact that it 
was a thoroughbred race. We paid these awards as if it was just a 
race, not a stake, and they were paid out of the Out-Of-State 
Breeders Awards. The board agreed to continue this practice. 

Warren at this time asked that we move out of sequence and on to 
the Membership Committee Report. 

Committee Reports: 

Membership Committee: No Chair at this Time 
Roger presented the report from the Membership Committee as 

it currently does not have a chairperson. The Membership 
Committee has had two meetings since the last Board Meeting. In 
the first meeting they agreed that a person voting on behalf of an 
LLC or Partnership must be 50% owner of the company in order 
to vote for that company. The committee voted unanimously that 
the office staff be allowed to process memberships and other 
paperwork in the same manner we have in the past. The committee 
unanimously agreed to continue to let companies be members of 
the LTBA with the approval of the board, with by-law changes 
that the committee will be suggesting to the by-law committee. 
The request is that on next year’s form the signing person states 
the percent of ownership of the company he/she has, and that per-
son must be at least a 50% owner in order to vote. Actively 
engaged is very important to the membership committee and the 
committee is searching for a way to determine actively engaged 
easier that how we currently do it.  

In a second meeting the Membership Committee approved the 
minutes of the previous meeting. The committee reaffirmed that 
businesses or partnerships with tax ID’s be considered members 
of the organization. The committee could not see that persons who 
took the time to get the tax ID’s and forms to protect themselves 
as well as protecting their families and seek financial advantages, 
be denied the ability to operate this way in order to be a member 
of the association. The committee fully believes that people are 
assets to the association, and everything the LTBA does should be 
to welcome them and not to try to push them away. The committee 
stresses to the By-Law Committee that they change the by-law to 
that the voting member of these companies be at least 50% owners 
of these companies in order to vote. The committee feels that the 
person voting shall be one and the same as the company. For 
example Set-Hut is Jake Delhomme, and Jake Delhomme is Set-
Hut. Red River Farm is Jay Adcock and Jay Adcock is Red River 
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Farm. The committee unanimously voted that TOBA winners and 
Honorary Lifetime members did not have the right to vote given 
to them by previous boards. It was determined that they were not 
actively engaged in breeding, therefore their voting right should 
and will be removed. The committee went over the membership 
list and determined who shall have the right to vote in this upcom-
ing election. The committee determined who should and who 
shouldn’t have the right to vote. In the end the committee was in 
complete agreement of all the conclusions made. The committee 
unanimously approved the list of members and the list of voting 
members being presented to the board today. The committee feels 
that they did their due diligence in compiling these lists for mem-
bers of the association ending June 30, 2021. The committee 
unanimously feels that the board should move forward with the 
election in 2021 using the list provided. The members instructed 
staff that members not approved will not be sent a ballot and they 
would not be notified of any removals.  

Alex Bonin suggested that we first put to the Board the question 
as to whether or not we accept the recommendations of the 
Membership Committee. Charlotte Clavier made a motion to 
accept the recommendations of the Membership Committee. Tom 
Early seconded the motion, which was voted on and passed unan-
imously by a roll call vote of both the members of the board as 
well as their special guests, James Montgomery and Michele 
Rodriguez. 

Next, the board was asked if they approve the membership list 
as presented by the Membership Committee. Michelle LaVoice 
made the motion to accept the membership list as presented. Brett 
Brinkman seconded the motion, which went to a roll call vote. All 
members of the board as well as their invited special guests voted 
unanimously to approve the membership list. 

Next, the Board entertained the voting list which was sent to the 
board from the Membership Committee. Charlotte Clavier raised 
a question as to two members on the list. The first question was 
that Mr. Don Hargroder was listed twice with two different farms. 
One farm has his secretary listed as the voter. The other was that 
the membership of Brittlyn currently has a secretary voting as 
well. It was put to the board in a roll call vote to remove the two 
votes in question, leaving the principal owners as the only ones 
with voting rights. Also it was brought to the attention of the board 
that Tin Roof Racing has the owner who recently died listed as the 
voter. The request is that he be removed and replaced with his 
wife. Charlotte made the motion to accept the three changes to the 
voting list mentioned and approve the voting list. This motion was 
seconded by Michelle LaVoice which was followed by a roll call 
vote. All members of the board and their special guests voted to 
accept the changes as well as accept the voting list. 

By-Law: Val Murrell: No Chair at This Time 
Roger had no report for this meeting 

Finance & Audit: Tom Early:  Chairman 
Tom turned the floor over to Therese Arroyo for a presentation. 

Therese presented the IRS 990 to the members of the Board. After 
addressing the Board she asked for questions. Hearing none she 
moved forward to the Financials ending 06/30/21. She explained 
the numbers as well as what was real as opposed to timing issues. 

Hearing no questions, she presented the budget to actual as of 
06/30/21. After hearing no questions she gave a brief explanation 
on the new computer system and where it stands at this time. She 
asked for approval of the financials. Carrol Castille made a motion 
to accept the financials as presented. This motion was seconded by 
Val Murrell, which was voted on and passed unanimously. 

Election Committee: No Chair at This Time 
Roger reported on an Election Committee meeting held on 

7/26/21. The committee addressed the date that the membership 
year would conclude for voting purposes. The committee decided 
June 30, 2021 would end the membership roll year for the right to 
vote. The membership year would be the 2020/2021 voting on this 
election. They discussed how many elections and who would be 
the candidates for that election. After discussion they determined 
there would be one election, with the persons whose term ended 
in 2021 to be the candidates on the board who will have to seek 
reelection. This was voted on and passed unanimously by the 
committee.  

The members of the committee then looked to who would con-
duct the election. Discussion took place. A question was raised as 
to whether or not the business who has conducted our elections in 
the past had any family connections in Louisiana. After confirma-
tion that MK Elections had no connections to any of our members, 
it was determined that MK Elections once again conduct our elec-
tion. This was voted on and passed unanimously.  

The Election Committee asks that the Board vote to approve the 
Membership Year End, the year of the election to be used, and the 
company selected to conduct the election. Tom Early made a 
motion to accept the recommendations of the Election Committee 
as stated. This motion was seconded by Val, which was voted on 
by a roll call vote. It was approved unanimously. 

The committee concluded that as soon as we can confirm the 
membership and voting list, we should have our election as quick-
ly as possible.  

Charlotte made a motion to approve the election schedule. Tom 
Early seconded this motion, which was voted on by a roll call 
vote. All were in favor of accepting the election schedule.  

Alex made a note that we attach the schedule to the minutes. 

Nominations were then taken from the members of the board as 
well as the Election Committee. 

Nominations at this time are: 
Jay Adcock                    Michele LaVoice             Roy Zuppardo 
Carrol Castille              Jim Montgomery 
Jake Delhomme            William Reed 
Tommy Hewitt              Michele Rodriguez 

Charlotte made a motion to accept these nominations as sug-
gested. This motion was seconded by Jay Adcock, which was 
voted on and passed unanimously. 

Government Affairs: Jake Delhomme – Chairman 
Roger notified the board of conversations he has had with mem-

bers of the Racing Commission and of the Legislature concerning 
talks on the new types of horse racing games. He has been told 
that as soon as some T’s are crossed and some I’s doted, we will 
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be learning more. He was told to sit tight for now. Much discus-
sion took place on the tracks, who is cooperating and who is not 
cooperating with the moving forward of recently passed laws.  

Grievance Committee: Michelle LaVoice – Chairperson 
Michelle had no report for this meeting. 

LTBA/HBPA Liaison Committee: Val Murrell – Chairman 
Discussion took place on the HBPA and their pressing of the 

tracks to improve themselves moving forward. Purses in the future 
as well as the availability of stall space available were discussed. 
Covid restrictions were also discussed. 

LTBA/LSRC Liaison Committee: Jake Delhomme – 
Chairman 

No report for this meeting that hasn’t already been discussed. 

Inspection Committee: Brett Brinkman – Chairman 
There was no report for this meeting 

Pac Committee: Keith Hernandez – Chairman 
There is no report for this meeting. 

Salary and Benefits: Tom Early – Chairman 
Tom had no report for this meeting. 

New Business: 
Nothing to report 

Old Business:  
Nothing to report 

Discussion took place on the amount of mares using the new rules. 

Charlotte made a motion to enter Executive Session. This motion 
was seconded by Carrol Castille, which was voted on and passed 
unanimously. 

Jake made a motion to exit Executive Session. This motion was 
seconded by Michele LaVoice, which was voted on and passed 
unanimously. 

Tom made a motion to adjourn. This motion was seconded by 
Michele LaVoice, which was voted on and passed unanimously. 

Date, Time, Place, of the Next Board of Directors Meeting: 
October 15, 2021, 1:30 at the Ranch Outlet Location 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Roger A. Heitzmann III 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

August 11, 2021 
 
BY FAX or E-MAIL 
 
To: Election Committee  
Val Murrell, Tom Early, Keith Hernandez, Charlotte Clavier, 
Warren Harang (President) 
From:  Roger A. Heitzmann III 
Re:  Election Schedule 
Louisiana Thoroughbred Breeders Association 
Board of Directors Election Outline 
2021 Tentative Schedule 
 
August 20, 2021 – Nominations due from Election Committee and 
Board 
 
August 30, 2021 – Send letter to membership announcing nominees 
and asking for nominees from the membership 
 
September 20, 2021 – Nominees due from membership with resume 
and picture 
 
September 21, 2021- Members of the Election Committee will verify 
that the members running for a position on the board have the right 
to do so 
 
October 15, 2021 – Mail ballots and resumes no later than this date 
 
November 15, 2021 – Count Ballots 
 
 
 
Louisiana Thoroughbred Breeders Association 
Board of Directors Meeting 
July 8, 2021 
Equine Sales Company 
Opelousas, LA 
1:30 P.M. 

 

Directors Present:                         Directors Absent: 
Jay Adcock                                     Brett Brinkman 
Carrol Castille                                 Keith Hernandez 
Charlotte Clavier                            Jim Montgomery 
Jake Delhomme 
Tom Early                                       Others Present  
Danny Guidry                                 Therese Arroyo 
Warren Harang III                          Jena Baham 
Michele LaVoice                            Harry Benoit   
Val Murrell                                     Alex Bonin 
Michele Rodriguez                         John Duvieilh 
David Tillson                                  Roger Heitzmann  
                                                        Robert Kennedy 
                                                        Linda McLellan 
                                                        Alan Peltier  
                                                        Bill Reed  
                                                        Rodrigo Rivera 
                                                        Greg Romig 
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Warren Harang III called the meeting to order. Warren asked 
Roger Heitzmann to call the roll of members of the Board of the 
last two years. A quorum was present with Brett Brinkman, Keith 
Hernandez, Jim Montgomery, and Michele Rodriguez being 
absent. The meeting was ready to proceed with business. 

Jake Delhomme led us in prayer. 

Warren asked the Board what was their pleasure to the minutes of 
the December 12, 2021 meeting. Carrol Castille made a motion to 
accept the minutes as presented. Tom Early seconded the motion, 
which was voted on and passed unanimously. 

Warren introduced Mr. Greg Romig. Greg Romig, of LaPorte, 
APAC, presented the results of the financial statement audit of the 
LTBA for the period ended December 31, 2020. Greg praised the 
LTBA on the diligence and patience required to complete the 
audit field work this year, with the ongoing pandemic, and to do 
so in a timely manner with no hesitation. Greg stated LaPorte 
audited the statement of assets, liabilities, and net assets - on a 
modified cash basis, and changes in net assets – modified cash 
basis, for the year ended, and related notes to the financial state-
ments. Management is responsible for the preparation and fair pre-
sentation of these financial statements in accordance with the 
modified-cash basis of accounting. The auditor’s responsibility is 
to express an opinion on these financial statements based on their 
audit. The audit was conducted in accordance with auditing stan-
dards generally accepted in the United States of America, and the 
standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government 
Audit Standards, as issued by the Comptroller of the United 
States. Mr. Romig states, in the audit report that in LaPorte’s opin-
ion the financial statements presented fairly, in all material 
respects, the assets, liabilities, and net assets of the Louisiana 
Thoroughbred Breeders Association as of December 31, 2020 and 
its related revenues and expenses and changes in net assets for the 
year ended, in accordance with the basis of accounting described 
in note one of the audit (modified cash basis). Greg explained a 
draft of the 990, the information return LTBA is required to file 
annually with the IRS was not yet complete, and expressed that 
Therese could review that with the Board when completed. Greg 
Romig finished his presentation of the audit, with no findings, and 
opened the floor for questions. After a brief discussion about 
solidity of the Association during this Corona Pandemic, and the 
PPP loan forgiveness Greg said he believed that the Association 
was in good financial position. 

Mr. Romig then asked for the Board to approve the Audit 
Presentation. Tom made a motion to approve the Audit as present-
ed. Charlotte Clavier seconded the motion, which voted on and 
passed unanimously. 

Warren asked that the guests with us introduce themselves. 

Warren proceeded with the agenda asking if there were any 
changes to anyone’s Conflict of Interest Policy. Hearing none he 
moved forward. 

Roger informed the Board that the Fair Grounds moved their 
starting day back to the traditional Thanksgiving Day. With the 
change in dates, Louisiana Champions Day and the Louisiana 
Futurity will move back to their original dates. 

Moving to the next item on the agenda Roger informed the 
board that with the monies we have available and with the monies 
being generated by the slots at Louisiana Downs, Louisiana Cup 
Day will be scheduled and run. It would be scheduled at either the 
second or third week in August. Louisiana Downs will set the 
date.  

Warren asked about the sale of Louisiana Downs. No solid 
information could be given at this time. 

Roger informed the board that our attorney, Alex Bonin, said 
that as we were in a stay with the lawsuit that was brought to us, 
we could conduct business as usual, therefore we could move for-
ward with the Horse of the Year proceedings. Roger and staff 
counted the horse of the year ballots and the results are in your 
packet. It is now the responsibility of the Board, if they choose to 
move forward with this, to elect the overall Horse of the Year. He 
asked they circle one from the category winners and to turn them 
in. Alex Bonin agreed with what was presented. 

While the voting was in process Charlotte asked if the awards 
banquet could be held the same time as the R.E.A.P benefit. She 
felt it help draw more persons to each event. Some discussion took 
place. 

 

Alex made clear to the Board that this is Awards Ceremony, not 
the Annual Meeting. The by-laws of the organization and by 
Corporation Law, clearly states that the Annual Meeting is the 
voting of the membership on the election of board members. He 
asked that we should call it the Awards Ceremony. 

Moving to the next item on the agenda, Roger presented a 
request from the Commissioner of Agriculture, Dr, Michael 
Strain, for three names from our association to be presented for 
one seat on the new Louisiana Equine Promotion and Research 
Advisory Board. David Tillson, Keith Hernandez, and Roger 
Heitzmann were chosen as the nominees. 

Roger announced that the votes were tabulated and Grade 1 
winner No Parole was chosen the overall Horse of the Year by the 
Board of Directors. 

Committee Reports: 

By-Law: Val Murrell – Chairman 
Val had no report for this meeting  

Finance & Audit: Tom Early – Chairman 
Tom turned the floor over to Therese Arroyo for the presenta-

tion of the Financial Statement ending March 31, 2021 as well as 
any Budget adjustments needed. The board was asked if they all 
had received their financials packets in the mail. All acknowl-
edged. Therese presented the financial statement explaining dif-
ferences and how we were and are being affected by the Covid sit-
uation. Discussion took place. Following discussion, Therese 
asked that the Financials be approved. Tom Early made a motion 
that the Financials be accepted as presented. Charlotte Clavier sec-
onded the motion, which was voted on and passed unanimously. 
Therese then asked that the budget adjustments be approved. 
Charlotte Clavier made a motion to accept the budget adjustments 
as presented. This motion was seconded by Tom Early, which was 
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voted on and passed unanimously. 

Michele Rodriguez arrived for the meeting and was recognized. 

Government Affairs: Jake Delhomme – Chairman 
Jake Delhomme introduced Harry Benoit, lobbyist for the 

L.T.B.A., to give an update on the happenings in Baton Rouge 
during this past session. Harry informed the Board on the new 
bills that passed and how they may affect us in the future. He 
answered a few questions from members of the Board. 

Grievance Committee: Michelle LaVoice – Chairperson 
Michelle had no report for this meeting. 

LTBA/HBPA Liaison Committee: Val Murrell – Chairman 
Val had no report for this meeting. 

LTBA/LSRC Liaison Committee: Jake Delhomme – 
Chairman 

Jake had no report for this meeting. It was noted that there is a 
new commissioner from New Orleans replacing Mr. Bob Wright. 

Inspection Committee: Brett Brinkman – Chairman 
There was no report for this meeting 

Membership and Nominating: David Tillson – Chairperson 
Alex Bonin informed the board that this should be discussed in 

Executive Session. 

Pac Committee: Keith Hernandez – Chairman 
There is no report for this meeting. 

Salary and Benefits: Tom Early – Chairman 
Tom had no report for this meeting. 

Charlotte Clavier made a motion to enter Executive Session. 
Michelle LaVoice seconded the motion, which was voted on and 
passed unanimously.  

Jake Delhomme made a motion to return to regular session. 
This motion was seconded by Charlotte Clavier, which was voted 
on and passed unanimously. 

Charlotte Clavier made a motion that Jake Delhomme, Jay 
Adcock, Carrol Castille, and Michelle LaVoice continue to serve 
on the Board of Directors until a new election can be finalized. 
This motion was seconded by Tom Early, which was voted on by 
a roll call vote made by the members of the board not up for re-
election. The vote was unanimous. 

Charlotte Clavier made a motion to form three new committees 
By-Law, Membership, and Election with the inclusion of Jim 
Montgomery, and Michele Rodriguez. The committees will be 
established with the following members: 

Election Committee: 
Val Murrell 
Tom Early 
Keith Hernandez 
Charlotte Clavier 
 
Membership Committee:              
Jake Delhomme 

Jay Adcock 
Michelle LaVoice 
Brett Brinkman 
Jim Montgomery 
 
By-Law Committee: 
David Tillson 
Warren Harang 
Carrol Castille 
Danny Guidry 
Michele Rodriguez 

 

Carrol Castille seconded the motion, which was voted on and 
passed unanimously. 

The Board assigned Roger with task of scheduling our next Board 
meeting in or about the first or second week in August.  

New Business: 
Nothing to report 

Old Business:  
Nothing to report 

Carrol Castille made a motion to adjourn. This motion was sec-
onded by David Tillson, which was voted on and passed unani-
mously. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Roger A. Heitzmann III 


