
2021 Louisiana 
Champions Day 

by Chad Schexnayder

The old warriors took center stage in Fair Grounds 31st annual Louisiana Champions Day. Fans witnessed 
an exciting undefeated juvenile prospect in Unified Report and a budding turf star in Who Took The 
Money, but the it was a pair of seasoned Cajun-breds going back-to-back with wins in their respected divi-

sions with 8-year-old Monte Man (Sprint) and 6-year-old Grand Luwegee (Classic) that stole the show. 
“It’s a very exciting day for all our state-breds and the people in the breeding industry in Louisiana who make 

this day go,” said Warren Harang III, who serves as president of the Louisiana Thoroughbred Breeders’ 
Association. “What can you say about a horse like Monte Man? And Grand Luwegee certainly showed he likes 
this race at Fair Grounds.”
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Louisiana Champions Day Classic  
$150,000, 3-year-olds and Upwards, Mile and one eighth 

GRAND LUWEGEE 
El Corredor - Magical Mia, by Gold Fever 
Owner: Gerard Perron • Breeder: Gerard Perron 
Trainer: Gerard Perron •  Jockey: C. J. Hernandez

“We couldn’t be more proud of him and the way he has 

run in this race the last two years.”  

Gerard Perron 

Grand Luwegee with jockey Colby Hernandez aboard goes wire to wire to capture the 30th running of the 
Louisiana Champions Day Classic at Fair Grounds.  
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For Colby Hernandez the plan 
was “if it ain’t broke, don’t fix 

it.” 
Hernandez and Grand Luwegee 

implored the same front-running 
tactics as the previous year in win-
ning his second $150,000 
Champions Day Classic for 
owner/breeder and trainer Gerard 
Perron. 

The 2020 version of Grand 
Luwegee shocked the crowd at 52-
1 over a muddy track. This time 
the son of El Corredor out of the 
Gold Fever mare Magical Mia 
used his speed on a fast surface to 

win by three lengths as the third 
betting choice at 3-1.  

“Coming out of the one-hole we 
were definitely going to run just 
like last time,” Hernandez said. 
“Mr. Gerard and his staff did a 
great job of getting this horse to 
the race and he ran a very hard 
race today. Turning for home, 
when I slapped him more on the 
shoulder he kicked on nice.” 

Grand Luwegee now joins the 
likes of Star Guitar (2009-11), 
Magnify (97-98), Costa Rising 
(06-07), Mobile Bay (16-17) and 
Sun Bean (13-14) as multiple win-
ners of this race.  

The 76-year-old Perron 
said he believed Grand 
Luwegee was a fitter and 
more determined horse this 
time around. Grand 
Luwegee proved him right 
stopping the clock in 1:51 
for 1-1/8 miles, fastest time 
of the Classic since Star 
Guitar equaled that same 
time back in 2010.  

“We couldn’t be more 
proud of him and the way 
he has run in this race the 
last two years,” Perron said.  

Pound For Pound, the 2019 
Classic winner, pressed the pace 
as the 9-5 second choice and fin-
ished third in the seven-horse 
field. Race favorite Highland 
Creek saved ground around both 
turns from his stalking position 
under Adam Beschizza but was 
only able to get within three 
lengths to finish second behind 
Grand Luwegee at the wire.  

Grand Luwegee now has a 
career record of 30-8-6-4 with 
$491,150 in earnings. 
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Fort Polk kept her winning 
ways intact in the $100,000 

Ladies Distaff snapping her rival 
Net A Bear’s three-race winning 
streak in the process. 

Owned by Steve and Patricia 
Roe and trained by Patrick 
Mouton, Fort Polk powered away 
through the stretch past a stubborn 
Winning Romance to win by two 
lengths. Net A Bear finished third 
in the five-horse field. 

The final time of 1:44.57 estab-
lished a stakes record under jockey 
Jorge Guzman for 1-1/16-miles on 
the main track. Although it was 
the 5-year-old mare’s first appear-
ance on Champions Day, it was 
her fourth win in her last five starts 

since removing blinkers with her 
lone loss coming on the turf to Net 
A Bear. 

“She’s always been a good 
horse,” Mouton said. “Actually, I 
think she is getting better with age. 
She is going to be six pretty soon. 
She ran super all summer. We got 
beat only once when we ran on 
turf and she really doesn’t care for 
the turf.” 

Wins like these mean the most 
to a longtime conditioner like 
Mouton, who has had his share of 
winners on Champions Day with 
the likes of Nob Hill Deelite, Walk 
This Way and Carl’s Frosty Girl, 
who won the first two editions of 
the Ladies Sprint in 2006-07. 

“Listen, I don’t travel, I stay 
here in the state, he said. “I stay in 
Louisiana 99 and 9/10% of the 
time. Winning this kind of race is 
a big deal. It’s the epitome.” 

Louisiana Champions Day Ladies Distaff 
$100,000, 3-year-olds and Upwards, fillies and mares, One mile and one sixteenth 

FORT POLK 
Behindatthebar - Military Miss, by Military 
Owner: Steve and Pat Roe • Breeder: Southern Cross Stable, LLC 
Trainer: Patrick Mouton  • Jockey: Jorge Guzman

Steve Roe.

Pat Mouton

Fort Polk with Jorge Guzman aboard  wins the Louisiana Champions 
Day Distaff.
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Trainer Bret Calhoun didn’t 
exactly flip a coin when it 

came to his cross entrants Who 
Took the Money and Highland 
Creek for the Champions Day Turf 
but the veteran conditioner did 
wonder if he was pushing the right 
button when he decided Who 
Took the Money would join stable 
mate Budro Talking in the turf 
starting gate leaving Highland 
Creek for the Classic. 

The chosen pair rewarded his 
trainer with a 1-2 finish highlight-
ed by the electric turn of foot dis-
played by Who Took the Money 
who beat his stable mate home by 
a widening 5-3/4 lengths.  

“Knowing his pedigree, I just 
thought he would be the right one 
for the grass,” Calhoun said of the 
son of Street Boss out of the 

Speightstown mare Speights’ 
Colony. “He really showed the 
kind of turn of foot today that we 
were wanting to see.” 

Before the Champions Day 
Turf, Who Took the Money was 
best known at Fair Grounds as the 
horse who flipped in the post 
parade on Louisiana Derby day as 
the .50-to-1 favorite in the 
Crescent City Derby.  The pre-
race antics didn’t slow him down 
though as he won that day by a 
neck over Highland Creek.   

“He’s not as difficult to train as 
he is to run,” Calhoun said. “The 
antics in the paddock and going to 
the gate, he’ll test you. He’s got 
quite a bit of ability, but he’s got 
some (mental) issues.”  

The victory vaulted his record 
to 8-5-0-1 and $217627 for 

Chester Thomas’s Allied Racing 
Stable. It was also Calhoun’s first 
victory on Champions Day since 
winning two times back in 2012.  

“At the top of the stretch I was 
looking at Bret and I didn’t think 
we had a shot, and then boom,” 
Thomas said. “We really didn’t 
know what to expect. We thought 
he’d be alright on the turf. Bret 
made a good call to run here.” 

Ridden by Deshawn Parker, 
Who Took the Money ($8.80) 
covered about 1-1/16 miles on 
firm turf in 1:45.93. Race favorite 
Mangelsen checked in fourth in 
the 10-horse field. 

“We wanted to get a little better 
break, but he didn't break too 
sharp today,” Parker said. “He was 
so relaxed on the backside. When I 
called on him, he gave me an 
explosion. He gobbled them up so 
fast. As soon as I got to them, he 
just rolled by.” 

Louisiana Champions Day Turf  
$100,000, 3-year-olds and Upwards, About a mile and one sixteenth  

WHO TOOK THE MONEY 
Street Boss – Speight’s Colony by Speightstown 
Owner: Allied Racing Stable, LLC (Chester Thomas)  • Breeder: Allied Racing Stable, LLC 
Trainer: W. Bret Calhoun  • Jockey: Deshawn Parker

Chester Thomas and Deshawn 
Parker.
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Deshawn Parker aboard Who Took The Money pulls away to capture 
the Louisiana Champions Day Turf.
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When trainer Ron Faucheux 
left New York with his 

$25,000 claim in October of 2017 
his plan was plan was to target as 
many lucrative Louisiana-bred 
sprint stakes races he could with 
his new 4-year-old gelding.  

Monte Man has made that plan 
in the scope of horse racing work 
like Amazon’s plan in cyber retail.  

The 8-year-old war horse has 
been as good as it gets and reward-
ed his connections with another 
Louisiana Champions Day Sprint 
title at Fair Grounds. 

“We’re just getting started,” 
joked Faucheux in the winner’s 
circle. “He’s every trainer’s 
dream. He’s just so consistent. He 
gives it his all every race. To have 
an 8-year-old turning nine, stay 

sound throughout the whole 
process, and just continue to 
progress, it’s unbelievable.” 

Monte Man used his patented 
late kick from mid-pack under 
jockey Adam Beschizza to reel in 
stable mate Bertie’s Galaxy, who 
set an ambitious pace on the front 
end only to lose by three-quarters 
of a length. It was another four 
lengths back to Sir Wellington 
who checked in third.  

It was the second win in a row 
for longtime Louisiana horse 
breeder Val C. Murrell and the 
connections of Ivery Sisters 
Racing and Faucheux in this race. 
Monte Man has rewarded Brian 
Ivery and Ivery Sisters Racing 
with nine stakes wins and 15 of 18 
lifetime wins. 

“I give Ron and his team all the 
credit in the world,” Ivery said. 
“The horse is all business and to 
run in this race four years in a row 
is something remarkable. 
Especially when he loss the first 
two times as the favorite and now 
wins the last two times he hasn’t 
been the favorite.” 

The venerable gelding blitzed 
the six furlongs in 1:09.91 just 
missing the stakes record of 
1:09.71 set by Meteor Impact in 
2006. Monte Man has turned his 
home track into his own play-
ground by winning 10 of 15 starts 
in New Orleans. He has also 
banked $416,220 of his total earn-
ings of $794,223 at Fair Grounds.  

Faucheux exclaimed - “We 
100% will go for the three-peat as 
a 9-year-old!” 

Grade one winner No Parole 
finished last in the 10-horse field 
as the 1.60-1 favorite. Owner 
Maggie Moss said he would be 
retired following the race and 
stand stud in Louisiana

Louisiana Champions Day Sprint  
$100,000, 3-year-olds and Upwards, 6 furlongs 

MONTE MAN 
Custom For Carlos - Sarah’s My Angel, by Sutter’s Prospect  
Owner: Ivery Sisters Racing • Breeder: Val C. Murrell  
Trainer: Ron Faucheux  •  Jockey: Adam Beschizza

Brian Ivery
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Monte Man with Adam Beschizza aboard wins the Louisiana 
Champions Day Sprint.
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Horsemen and fans alike hope 
the duel between Ova 

Charged and Cilla in the $100,000 
Ladies Sprint was the first of many 
battles to be waged under the 
Gentilly oval. 

The two fillies proved their 
worth in a spirited stretch run that 
ended with Ova Charged ($2.80) 
pushing past just before the wire 
for a three-quarter length win as 
the heavy .40-1 favorite. 

“I can’t say enough about 
(trainer) Jose Camejo and what 
he’s done for me with this horse 
and all the Star Guitars,” Brittlyn 
Stable owner Evelyn Benoit said.  

Ova Charged now has a 5-4-1-0 
record with her only blemish com-
ing in the Grade 3 Victory Ride 
Stakes at Belmont where she fin-
ished second to Souper 
Sensational.   

A daughter of leading 

Louisiana bred sire Star Guitar out 
of the Dehere mare Charged 
Cotton, Ova Charged almost left 
herself with too much to do by 
breaking last in the seven-horse 
field under Reylu Gutierrez. 
Meanwhile graded stakes winner 
Cilla used her speed to hassle 
longshot Sumitup before taking 
control of the race with Sarah’s 
Passion on her outside applying 
pressure. Cilla was able to shake 
free at the top of the stretch 
through solid fractions of 21.89 
for the quarter-mile and 45.32 for 
the half. Ova Charged used a wide 
move around the turn to aim her 
sights on Cilla and drifted in con-
siderably while gaining momen-
tum in the long Fair Grounds 
stretch. Gutierrez was able to find 
just enough to prevail in the shad-
ow of the wire. 

“It’s an honor to ride for Jose’s 

stable and to ride Ova Charged,” 
Gutierrez said of his first 
Chamions Day winner.  “What a 
smart, talented, strong, physically 
and mentally imposing filly. I am 
really delighted I can ride her. 
These were two champions fillies 
and neither of them deserved to 
lose.” 

Camejo entered Champions 
Day weekend atop the trainer’s 
standings and was proud that his 
filly showed up after winning an 
allowance race only two weeks 
earlier.  

“I was worried at the beginning 
because she didn’t break sharp,” 
Camejo said. “When she was com-
ing home I knew she had a lot of 
horse left, but I knew she still had 
to pass Cilla. She got it done and 
we are so proud of what she did,” 

Brittlyn Stables now owns two 
wins and two seconds in this race 
the last four years winning the 
2019 edition with Minit to 
Stardom who had finished second 
in 2018. Mr. Al’s Gal finished sec-
ond in 2020.  

Louisiana Champions Day Ladies Sprint 
$100,000, 3-year-olds and Upwards, fillies and mares, 6 furlongs 

OVA CHARGED 
Star Guitar - Charged Cotton, by Dehere 
Owner: Brittlyn Stable, Inc. (Evelyn Benoit) • Breeder: Brittlyn, Inc. 
Trainer: Jose M. Camejo • Jockey: Reylu Gutierrez

With a late charge Ova Charged outruns Cilla to capture the Louisiana 
Champions Day Ladies Sprint.
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Unified Report rewarded the 
favoritism invoked upon to 

him to remain undefeated from 
three races with a win in the 
$100,000 Champions Day 
Juvenile.  

The sophomore son of Unified 
ground his way to the wire holding 
off maiden Bron and Brow by a 
half-length. Unified completed the 
six-furlong task in 1:10.55 in front 
of eight other rivals under Brian 
Hernandez Jr. Bron and Brow suf-
fered through a troubled trip for 
place money a half-length better 
than pace-setting Charco who 
checked in third. 

Hernandez enjoyed a smooth 
trip in the two path behind a quar-
tet of dueling leaders as they 
passed the half-mile pole with 
Bron and Brow back to his inside. 

As Hernandez swung wide for a 
clear run, Bron and Brow skated 
off heels checking in traffic. At the 
eighth pole, Bron and Brow had 
recovered enough to threaten the 
winner on his outside but was kept 
at bay in the final sixteenth.  

“He (Unified Report) looked 
like he was the best horse in the 
race and I just did my job to try 
and give him the cleanest trip I 
could,” Hernandez said. “He’s still 
young, but he’s gaining experi-
ence every time out. He had some 
speed horses in front of him today 
so I just let him find his rhythm 
and when I got him clear, off he 
went. What really impressed me 
today was the way he galloped 
out.” 

Owner Murray Valene (Valene 
Farms) is no stranger to bringing 

sophomore talent into this race 
having won the 2020 Lassie with 
Big Time and the 2018 Juvenile 
with Classy John. The waters will 
certainly get deeper for the 
Unified Report as Stewart contem-
plates a start back in open compa-
ny and going two turns some time 
during the Fair Grounds meet, but 
right now Valene just wants to 
enjoy this one. 

“I want to thank Dallas Stewart 
and his team for doing such a great 
job,” Valene said. “This colt looks 
like he wants to go longer and he 
might have the talent to do it suc-
cessfully.” 

It was the third win in this race 
for Stewart who previously won 
with both Classy John (2018) and 
Crimson Stag (2004). Unified 
Report, bred by Stephen Brown, is 
from Unified’s first crop and is out 
of the Closing Argument mare 
Closing Report.  

Louisiana Champions Day Juvenile 
$100,000, 2-year-old colts and geldings, 6 furlongs 

UNIFIED REPORT 
United - Closing Report, by Closing Argument 
Owner: Valene Farms LLC •  Breeder: Stephen Brown 
Trainer: Dallas Stewart  •  Jockey: Brian Hernandez, Jr.

Murray and Geri Valene

Unified Report with Brian Hernandez, Jr. aboard wins the Louisiana 
Champions Day Juvenile.
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Buckley Bunny rallied from 
second to last in an 11-horse 

field to pull off a tote board shock-
er in the penultimate race on 
Champions Day for Whispering 
Oaks Farm and trainer Steve Flint.  

Dismissed at odds of 93.20-to-
1, Buckley Bunny ground her way 
to a three-quarter length score over 
post time favorite Free Like A 
Girl. Medley was a neck back in 
third. Buckle Bunny covered the 
six furlongs in 1:11.76. 

“I just followed my directions 
with her,” said Delta Downs-based 
jockey Kevin Smith. “The plan 
was just letting her settle herself in 
and make one run with her. Mr. 
Steve (Flint) said don’t rush her. I 
took her back and waited until the 
three-eighths pole and let her run. 
When I let her go, she fought.” 

Smith found himself back in 
ninth behind contested fractions of 
:21.98 and :45.86 but the daughter 
of Iron Fist was able to pass a cou-
ple horses midtrack on the turn 

before swinging five-wide in the 
lane for her sustained run.  

“Kevin rode her to a tee,” Flint 
remarked. “I don’t think she had 
any pace to run into last time. 
Today we had some pace and I 
told him don’t move until you hit 
that 3/8ths pole and let’s see what 
we got.” 

Buckley Bunny was bred by 
Whispering Oaks principle Carrol 
Castille and Steve Asmussen, who 
together campaigned the sire Iron 
Fist to over $1 million in career 
earnings. Buckley Bunny won her 
debut before entering the Lassie 
on a four-race losing streak. Her 
upset win returned $188.40 and 
pushed her career earnings to 
$93,660.  

Louisiana Champions Day Lassie 
$100,000, 2-year-old fillies, 6 furlongs 

BUCKLEY BUNNY  
Iron Fist - Slamming, by Grand Slam 
Owner: Whispering Oaks Farm, LLC (Carrol Castille) • Breeder:Carrol J. Castille & Steve Asmussen 
Trainer: Steven B. Flint  •  Jockey: Kevin Smith

Above: Steve Flint. Below: Kevin 
Smith. Buckley Bunny with Kevin Smith aboard wins the Louisiana Champions 

Day Lassie.  
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Warren Harang, Lizzy Lavoice, 
Mike Strain, and Charlotte Clavier

Kim Langston Evelyn Benoit and Allen Landry

W. Bret Calhoun, Chester Thomas and Deshawn Parker
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Billy Nungesser and Jeffery Picard.

Louisiana 
Champions 
    Day 
Revelry 


