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A new champion would be 
crowned in this year’s 

Louisiana Premier Championship 
as the two-time defending race win-
ner Underpressure has taken a 

much-deserved break from compe-
tition. Langs Day showed up and 
showed out with a late move to the 
far outside with pilot Ty Kennedy 
and rumbled by all nine entries to 

win the $150,000 pièce de resis-
tance with a time of 1:48.23. 

“He is a simple, yet hard horse to 
ride,” said Kennedy. “You have to 
let him find himself, but once he 

The 19th running of Louisiana Premier Day at Delta Downs on Feb. 5 couldn’t have been scripted out any bet-
ter. With clear skies and a cool breeze, the 11-race program featured 10 stakes races and more than $900,000 

in total purse money for Louisiana-bred horses who were vying for hoof-pounding greatness. Not only was the 
weather picture perfect, but the betting handle soared to $3,075,587, which was nearly $800,000 more than last 
year’s soirée.

Louisiana Premier Stakes 2022 
By Chad Cooper • Photos by Coady Photography  

.

Louisiana Premier Championship 
$150,000 • One mile and one sixteenth • Four Year Olds and Upward 

LANGS DAY 
New Year’s Day – Langsyne, by Langfuhr  
Breeder: J. Adcock & Adcock’s Red River Farm, LLC  • Owner: Keith Plaisance 
Trainer: Lee Thomas  • Jockey: Ty Kennedy 

CLEAR SKIES



hits the three-eighths pole he does 
the rest and I just let the big guy 
roll.” 

Several horses vied for the early 
lead before longshot Beauregard 
stuck a head in front at fractions of 
23.85 and 48.37. Speaktomeoflove, 
the third betting choice, looked to 
be the one to catch as he made a 
move to grab the lead down the 
homestretch, but Langs Day rum-
bled by at the 1/16th pole to win by 
a half-length for trainer Lee 
Thomas and owner Keith Plaisance. 

“His character is his favorite 
attribute,” said Thomas. “He loves 
to run late and that’s a timing thing 
on a bullring track, but he loves it 
here. He should be a poster boy for 
Delta Downs.” 

The 5-year-old gelded-son of 
New Year’s Day, who returned 
$5.40 to win bettors, won for the 
sixth time in 10 starts in Vinton, 
and more importantly 6-17 with 
lifetime earnings of $277,040. 

“I got excited watching the far 
turn,” added Thomas. “When you 
see your horse with a chance at the 
top of the stretch, that’s all you ask 
for. It’s exhilarating and I am glad 
what he accomplished today.” 

The final order of finish was 
Langs Day, Speaktomeoflove, 
Jimi’s a Star, Venn, Beauregard, 
Luck of the Draw, Maga Man, Jax 
Man, Izzy’s Baby Boy and 
Magawildtime. 

Jockey Tim Thornton said that 
Net a Bear was difficult during 

the early stages of the $100,000 

Louisiana Premier Distaff 
$125,000 • One mile • Four Year Olds and Up Fillies and Mares  

NET A BEAR  
Awesome Bet - Edacious Reality, by Eddington 
Breeders: Lora Pitre & Elaine Carroll • Owners: Maximo Lamarche and Federico Deltoro  
Trainer: Allen Landry • Jockey: Tim Thornton 

Langs Day trainer, Lee Thomas is 
all smiles as he heads toward the 
winners circle.

Trainer, Allen Landry has now 
racked up six stakes wins with Net 
A Bear.
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Louisiana Premier Distaff. The 6-
year-old daughter of Awesome Bet 
was unhurried in the one-mile affair 
as she let early speed do all the 
work, which included the post-time 
favorite Winning Romance, who 
set the tone at 24.48 and 49.57 
before running out of gas. 

As the group reached the final 
turn, Thornton and Net a Bear had 
to angle out from the rail in the 
upper stretch to rundown three 
horses. She dueled with Fort Polk, 

but was up late to win by a half-
length in 1:42.08.   

“I had to let her do her own 
thing,” said Thornton. “She was 
difficult with me early on.” 

Net a Bear ($7.20) is now a six-
time stakes winner for trainer Allen 
Landry and owners Maximo 
Lamarche and Federico Deltoro. 
She won the $100,000 Magnolia 
Stakes earlier this meet at Delta 
Downs and the $100,000 Louisiana 
Champions Day Distaff in 

December at the Fair Grounds.  
“It’s hard to find a good one like 

her,” said Landry. “She comes run-
ning every trip.” 

The mare improved to 10-30 
lifetime with earnings of $523,870.  

The final order of the Louisiana 
Premier Distaff was Net a Bear, 
Fort Polk, Snowball, Winning 
Romance, Jet Sweep, Saints N 
Muskets and Eileen Alexandra. 

The $100,000 Louisiana Premier 
Starlet featured some of the 

Pelican State’s top 3-year-old fil-
lies, but in the end, they were all 
chasing the state’s brightest star in 

the division – Free Like a Girl. 
With four stakes already on her 

resumé, two this season at Delta 
Downs (Louisiana Jewel, My 
Trusty Cat), the bay filly by El Deal 

took the early lead and never 
looked back under jockey Pedro 
Cotto Jr. and she won the one-mile 
effort by 4 1/2 lengths in 1:42.65.  

“She makes our job look so 
easy,” said Pomier. “She doesn’t 
like time off. She is a dream.” 
Pomier said the connections knew 
they had something special when 
they saw her first couple of works at 

Louisiana Premier Starlet 
$100,000 • 1 mile • Three Year Old Fillies 

FREE LIKE A GIRL 
El Deal-Flashy Prize, by Flashy Bull 
Breeders: Kim Renee Stover & Lisa Osborne  • Owners: Gerald Bruno, Jr., Carl J. Deville, Chasey Deville Pomier 
and Jerry Caroom • Trainer: Chasey Deville Pomier • Jockey: Pedro L. Cotto, Jr. 

Free Like A Girl trainer, Chasey 
Pomier.
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the track. “She has the athleticism, 
talent, the want and aggression.” 

Free Like a Girl ($2.60) has 
never missed a check in 11 starts 
with six wins and has already 
earned $341,473. 

She was bred by former jockey 
Kim Stover and her sister Lisa 
Osborne. 

“I give all the credit to Chasey 
(Pomier) and Pedro (Cotto),” said 
Stover. “This filly is a breeder’s 
dream. She is a once-in-a-lifetime 
horse for me. It’s phenomenal the 

way she keeps winning.” 
The final order of finish was 

Free Like a Girl, Wholelottamo, 
Miss Jana, Medley, Buckley 
Bunny, Lutie Mo, Deal Me a 
Penny, Eagleoverthemoon and 
Gotteminabind. 

Trainer Allen Landry said Vodka 
Grimlet had trouble in his last 

start in the $100,000 Louisiana 
Champions Day Prince on Dec. 11 
at the Fair Grounds and if the 3-

year-old son of multiple Breeders’ 
Cup stakes winner Goldencents 
avoided trouble in the Premier 
Prince, he would be tough to beat. 
Landry was right. 

“Thomas (Pompell) found a 
good spot for him,” said Landry. “I 
told him, ‘Don’t give up on him. He 
will come’ and he did. That was a 
fast time, too.” 

Big Chopper set the field’s swift 
early pace at 23.13 and 47.17. 

Louisiana Premier Prince 
$100,000 • 1 mile • Three Year Olds 

VODKA GIMLET  
Goldencents-Shy Baby, by Out of Place 
Breeder: 5 B Farm, Inc. • Owner: Ellen Epstein • Trainer: Allen Landry • Jockey: Thomas L. Pompell 

Sisters, Kim Stover and Lisa 
Osborne are the breeders of Free 
Like A Girl.

Vodka Gimlet gives trainer Allen 
Landry his second stakes win of the 
day.
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Bertie’s Galaxy turned in a sharp 
performance to win this year’s 

$100,000 Louisiana Sprint under 
jockey Jareth Loveberry and trainer 
Ron Faucheux said the horse is still 
developing. Scary.  

Leading gate-to-wire, Bertie’s 
Galaxy broke sharp with fractions 
of 22.47 and 46.00. As the race 
went on, the 6-year-old gelded-son 
of Greeley’s Galaxy got stronger. 
The 5-furlong race was won by 
nearly 4 lengths in 58.60. 

“It’s very valuable to have a 

good, sound horse of this caliber in 
the state of Louisiana,” said 
Faucheux. “He loves Delta Downs 
and he loves the outside post posi-
tion.” 

Faucheux gave another big com-
pliment to Bertie’s Galaxy when he 
compared him to his multiple stakes 
winning retired sprinter, Monte 
Man, who won nine stakes’ races, 
with nearly $800,000 in earnings, 
and has just been voted Accredited 
Louisiana Bred Champion Older 
Male by the LTBA membership  

Bertie’s Galaxy improved to 10-
23 and upped the earnings to 
$382,850. Not bad for a horse who 
was claimed for $20,000 in his first 
start by owner Allen Cassedy. 

“We didn’t know what we really 
had at first,” said Cassedy. “We 
gave him some time off after a few 
races at Evangeline Downs and got 
rid of a few quirks he had. Then low 
and behold, we got a stakes horse.” 

The order of finish was Bertie’s 
Galaxy, Wild Bert, Black Sword, 
Galaxy Builder, Hail State, 
Laughingsaintssong and Little 
Puck.  

Louisiana Premier Sprint 
$100,000 • 5 furlongs • Four Year Olds and Up 

BERTIE’S GALAXY  
Greeley’s Galaxy-Wild Bertie, by Wild Rush 
Breeder: Margie K. Averett • Owner: Allen Cassedy • Trainer: Ron Faucheux • Jockey: Jareth Loveberry 

Pompell and Vodka Gimlet moved 
up around the final turn and dueled 
with stablemate Brian’s Iron Mike 
before driving clear to win by 2 1/4 
lengths and cover the one-mile con-
test in an impressive time of 
1:41.76. Landry also trained the 

second-place runner, Brian’s Iron 
Mike.  

The post-time favorite and two-
time stakes winner, Unified Report, 
was never involved.  

Owned by Ellen Epstein, Vodka 
Gimlet ($15.20) is now 2-6 with 

earnings of $102,645. 
The order of finish was Vodka 

Gimlet, Brian’s Iron Mike, More 
Memories, Home Visit, Unified 
Report, Blue Cheese, Gotmy Mo Jo 
Workin, Big Chopper and Order 
Up.  

Bertie’s Galaxy trainer Ron 
Faucheux.
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After competing against open 
company and winning the 

$250,000 Grade 2 Prioress Stakes 
at Saratoga last fall, Cilla, the 4-
year-old daughter of the Kentucky 
Derby winner California Chrome, 
returned home and reeled in two 
more stakes races including a near 
effortless trot in the $100,000 
Louisiana Premier Matron. 

“She is just so classy and amaz-
ing,” said jockey Thomas Pompell. 

“I just hung on for the ride.” 
Icy Charlie, who ran second to 

Cilla in the $75,000 Orleans Stakes 
at Delta Downs on Jan. 7, tried to 
steal the 5-furlong race by going 
gate-to-wire, but was caught at the 
3/8-pole and the rest is history. 

Cilla ($2.40) pulled away to win 
by 4 3/4-lengths covering the dis-
tance in 59.73 to improve to 7-14 
overall with $476,000 lifetime 
earnings being added to the 

bankroll for owner P. Dale Ladner.  
Trainer and co-breeder Brett 

Brinkman said that Cilla is a lot like 
her mother, which is none other 
than nine-time stakes winner and 
Louisiana Champion Sittin at the 
Bar. “The mare bred three stakes 
winner and Cilla is unbelievable… 
just the complete package.” 

The official order of finish was 
Cilla, Icy Charlie, Dixie Lady, Miss 
Pat’s Girl, Condesa’s Handmaid 
and Sarah’s Passion. 

Louisiana Premier Matron 
$100,000 • 5 furlongs • Four Year Olds and Up Fillies and Mares 

CILLA  
California Chrome-Sittin At The Bar, by Into Mischief 
Breeders: Brett A. Brinkman & P. Dale Ladner  • Owner: P. Dale Ladner  • Trainer: Brett A. Brinkman 
Jockey: Thomas L. Pompell 

P. Dale Ladner, owner of Louisiana 
Premier Matron winner, Cilla.
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With more than 5,000 victories 
to his name, veteran rider 

Gerard Melancon has won many of 
races for trainers throughout his 
storied career and his latest is with 
trainer Keith Charles. The two 
became quite the combination this 
season at Delta Downs and have 

produced a plethora of win photos, 
which includes Alterana, who has 
won four consecutive races with 
Melancon in the irons for Charles. 

The 5-year-old gelded son of 
Alternation won the $50,000 
Premier Ragin Cajun Starter in and 
impressive fashion – the horse’s 
first stakes win in his 31-race career 
– and covered 5 furlongs in 59.42 to 
win by 3 1/2 lengths.  

“Keith told me the horse was 
tearing the stall down, so I knew he 
was ready to run,” said Melancon. 
“He was able to relax by himself 
during the race. Once I got behind 
the speed horse (Farewell Time), I 
knew I could get running before 

Double Barrel Man could get close. 
He is a very versatile horse.” 

Charles claimed Alterana for 
$5,000 last summer at Evangeline 
Downs.  

“I really needed some horses to 
fill up my barn stalls,” said Charles. 
“I thought he would be a good one 
and he has been. We gave him a lit-
tle time off and now he has won 
four in a row. He’s been all horse.” 

Returning a modest $4.40 for 
win bettors, Alterana has earned 
$211,320 with nine victories.  

As for a successful season with 
Melancon, Charles added, “Gerard 
is the man. He has been very good 
to me.” 

The order of finish was Alterana, 
Double Barrel Man, who was 
claimed for $10,000 by Eduardo 
Ramirez for Brandon Hebert, 
Farewell Time, Toni’s Star, Born 
Again George and Mr. Curlin.  

Louisiana Premier Ragin Cajun Starter 
$50,000 • 5 Furlongs • Four Year Olds and Upwards 

ALTERANA 
Alternation-Montana Miss, by Mineshaft 
Breeder: Ronald P. Webb • Owner: Keith Charles  
Trainer: Keith Charles • Jockey: Gerard Melancon 

A horse who has won 10 races at 
Delta Downs should never be 

overlooked, but the betting public 
did just that in the $60,000 Premier 
Gentleman Starter. Sent to the gate 
at 6-1, the 9-year-old gelded son of 
Greeley’s Galaxy saved the best for 
last as jockey Jose Guerrero made a 
late gutsy move to the rail to win by 
less than a length.  

“It got a little tight,” said 
Guerrero regarding swooping 
move. “I took the choice to stay 
inside. It was late and the door was 
opening, but it paid off.” 

Forestdungone led for most of 
the way with fractions of 24.05, 

48.12 and 1:13.98. That’s when the 
calvary of horses began to make 
their move including Greeley’s 
Dealer. Guerrero used his instincts 
to guide the gelding to a 3/4-length 
win in 1:49.55 over the 1 1/16-mile 
race.  

“I claimed him for $12,500 last 
year at Delta specifically for this 
race,” said trainer and owner Dale 
White Sr. “He doesn’t run very 
good in the summer (He is a non-
sweater), so he sure liked the cooler 
weather today.” 

White commended Guerrero for 
making a bold move with the horse. 
“We got jammed up on the rail and 

Pedro (Guerrero) made a good 
move at the rail and that’s what 
won us the race.” 

Greeley’s Dealer ($14.40) is 
now 15-55 overall, 11 of those wins 
in Vinton, for career earnings of 
$357,285. 

The order of finish was 
Greeley’s Dealer, Meditate, 
Freedomfi, Forestdungone, Doctor 
Leo, Available Star, Much Class, 
Bistraya, Bayou Jam and Tensas 
Teddy. Guitar Slim was scratched.

Louisiana Premier Gentlemen Starter 
$60,000 • One mile and one sixteenth • Four Year Olds and Up 

GREELEY’S DEALER  
Greeley’s Galaxy – Fancy Dealer, by Barberstown 
Breeder: Margie K. Averett  • Owner: Dale White, Sr. 
Trainer: Dale White, Sr. • Jockey: Jose Andres Guerrero 
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Trainer Eduardo Ramirez 
watched the Louisiana Premier 

Bon Temps Starter from his home. 
As the field reached the far turn, he 
told his wife that his horse, 
Madison’s Place, was going to win.  

“She was pulling the jockey 
around the final turn and I knew she 
was a winner,” said Ramirez. “He 

let her go and she went.” 
The 5-year-old daughter of My 

Pal Charlie had been coming up 
short in her previous starts of 5 1/2 
and 6 1/2 furlongs, so the shorter 
distance of 5 furlongs was perfect 
for the mare.   

“We claimed her for $5,000 dur-
ing the last weekend of racing at 
Delta Downs last April,” said 
Ramirez. “We took her to 
Evangeline Downs and she won a 
few races. We got really lucky. She 
was claimed for $5,000, but the 
claim was voided due to a techni-
cality. So we put her in some 
allowance races. She won and we 
shortened her up. We thought she 
deserved a chance.” 

Ramirez told rider Joel 

Dominguez to keep the mare close 
to the pace, and that he did. 

“I’ve rode her a few times, so I 
have gotten to know her,” said 
Dominguez. “I had the speed on the 
inside, so I waited my time and she 
took me to the finish line.” 

Wild Mallory shot out of the gate 
and set swift fractions of 22.67 and 
46.53. She couldn’t match the 
stride of Madison’s Place ($5.80), 
who blew by to win by 3 3/4 
lengths in 59.41.  

Still eligible for starter 
allowance races, Madison’s Place 
improved to 9-32 overall with 
$166,474 in earnings.  

The final order of finish was 
Madison’s Place, Wild Mallory, 
Bind on Earth, Itsnotmyjob, 
Dueforadate, Lil Allie Dancer, See 
Sassy Run, Sweet Prayers, who was 
claimed for $10,000 for 
owner/trainer Dale White Sr., and 
Totally Grace. 

Louisiana Premier Bon Temps Starter 
$50,000 • 5 Furlongs • Four Year Olds and Up Fillies and Mares  

MADISON’S PLACE  
My Pal Charlie-Tot Shop Donna, by Value Plus  
Breeders: Floyd Pitzer & Renee Pitzer • Owner: Sandy Badeuux  
Trainer: Eduardo Ramirez • Jockey: Joel Dominguez 

Girl Thirsty shocked everyone 
except her trainer Ronnie 

Ward. At 30-1 odds, the 7-year-old 
mare ran down the favorite Heart 
That Binds to win the $50,000 
Premier Ladies Starter by 1 3/4 
lengths and returned a cool $71 for 
those lucky supporters at the win-
dow.  

“I had good position throughout 
the race,” said winning rider 
Alexander Castillo. “She gave me 
everything she had.” 

An eight-time winner in 36 starts 

with a bankroll of $169,890, Ward 
said he was “sick” when she was 
claimed last summer at Louisiana 
Downs by Karl Broberg. 

“I told Karl, ‘You need to have a 
goal in the stall with her. If not, she 
will run the stall.’ But she wouldn’t 
accept the goat. We kept the goat 
she liked and when we got her back, 
they reunited and she laid her head 
down with the goat. You could say 
the goat is the unsung hero.” 

Ward added that Girl Thirsty 
will remain eligible for starter 

allowance races for the next several 
years and after she is through run-
ning, she will likely be bred.  

The order of finish was Girl 
Thirsty, Heart That Binds, 
Byanymeans, Kris T., Bellamy 
Cay, Sucre, Isolation and Distractor 
Factor. Da Due Run Run was 
scratched.  

Louisiana Premier Ladies Starter 
$60,000 • One mile • Four Year Olds and Up Fillies and Mares  

GIRL THIRSTY  
Stay Thirsty-Perthshire, by Subordination  
Breeder: Robert Stockett • Owner: Claudio Solis 
Trainer: Ronnie P. Ward • Jockey: Alexander Castillo 


