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Graham ‘s Cruiser First 
Winner for Hard Aces 

Graham 's Cruiser  became the 
first winner for Louisiana stallion 
Hard Aces when he won a state-
bred maiden race at Delta Downs 
Feb. 11. 

The 3-year-old raced in fourth 
for the first three-eighths of a mile 
before gaining on the leaders and 
taking the lead in the final furlong. 
He won by three-quarters of a 
length, racing five furlongs in 
1:00.78 under C. J. McMahon.  

Wayne Schexnayder bred 
Graham 's Cruiser in Louisiana out 
of the Harborage mare Rich 
Rezultz. The gelding is one of her 
four winners from five to race.  

Hard Aces, a millionaire by 
Hard Spun, won the 2015 Gold Cup 
at Santa Anita Stakes (G1) in his 
top achievement for owner Hronis 
Racing and trainer John Sadler. In 
subsequent years, he added the 
2016 Cougar II Handicap (G3) at 
Del Mar and the 2017 Tokyo City 
Cup Stakes (G3) at Santa Anita 
Park. 

He was retired after running 11th 
in the Berkeley Handicap (G3) at 
Golden Gate Fields in November 
2017 and went to stud the follow-
ing year at Averett Farm in 
Louisiana. He currently stands 
there for a $2,000 fee. 

 
Honor A. P.’s First 
Reported Foal Born in 
Louisiana 

Lane's End's grade 1 winner 
Honor A. P.  sired his first reported 

foal Jan. 27 at Coteau Grove Farms 
near Sunset, La. Bred by Coteau 
Grove, the filly is out of multiple 
graded-placed stakes winner 
Joanie's Catch . 

"The resemblance of this filly to 
her sire is uncanny, right down to 
her four white socks," said Andrew 
Cary, Coteau Grove Farms' blood-
stock adviser. "There is no doubt 
about who her sire is. Honor A. P. 
was right up there with the best of 
his generation, and we likely only 
saw a fraction of what he was capa-
ble of. We have two more mares 
due to foal to Honor A. P., includ-
ing a mare who produced a 
$400,000 Saratoga yearling for us." 

Honor A. P., a 5-year-old son of 
Honor Code, won or placed five 
times from six starts and won the 
2020 Runhappy Santa Anita Derby 
(G1). He was also second in the 
San Felipe Stakes (G2) and Shared 
Belief Stakes on his way to earning 
$532,200. The stallion is out of 
multiple grade 1 winner and 15-
time graded stakes performer 
Hollywood Story (Wild Rush). 

Honor A. P. stands for $15,000 
this year. 

 
Aurelius Maximus Sires 
First Reported Foal in 
Louisiana 

The first reported foal by 
Aurelius Maximus, a grade 2-
placed son of Pioneerof the Nile, 
was born Feb. 10 at Hebert Farms 
in Maurice, La. 

The dark bay filly is out of the 
Pomeroy mare Platinum Patty, 
owned by William Meaux. 
Platinum Patty was a $100,000 pur-

chase from Fasig-Tipton's 2014 
Texas 2-Year-Olds in Training Sale 
and an impressive 2-year-old maid-
en special weight winner at first 
asking. 

"We are extremely excited about 
‘Aurelius.’ He's been nothing but 
class in the breeding shed and the 
response to him has been outstand-
ing," said Nathan Granger, a part-
ner in the stallion along with 
Stonestreet Stables, George Bolton, 
and Peter Leidel. 

Bred in Kentucky, Aurelius 
Maximus is out of graded stakes-
winning A.P. Indy mare Le Reina, 
Aurelius Maximus raced for 
Stonestreet, Bolton, and Leidel to a 
3-1-1 record from eight starts with 
earnings of $217,114. He was sec-
ond by a neck to Mr Freeze in the 
2020 Hagyard Fayette Stakes (G2) 
at Keeneland. 

Aurelius Maximus is a half 
brother to black-type winner, grade 
2-placed Chief Havoc, multiple 
graded stakes-placed Special 
Event, and graded stakes producer 
Tia. His second dam is champion 
older mare Queena.  

Aurelius Maximus stands the 
2022 season for an advertised fee 
of $2,000, live foal, at the Adcock 
family's Red River Farm in 
Coushatta, La. 

 
First Mares Confirmed in 
Foal to No Parole 

The first mares have been con-
firmed in-foal to Grade I winner No 
Parole (Violence), Whispering 
Oaks Farm and Coteau Grove 
Farms announced Wednesday. 

Among the early mares scanned 
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in-foal include Coteau Grove’s 
Naive Enough (Street Sense), a 
full-sister to stakes- winner/Grade 
I-placed Light the City, who in turn 
is the dam of Grade I-placed 
Illumination, who sold for 
$875,000 as a broodmare prospect 
last year at Fasig-Tipton 
November. 

“A mare of the quality of Naive 
Enough is indicative of the kind of 
mare we are breeding to No Parole 
to support him,” said Coteau 
Grove’s bloodstock advisor 
Andrew Cary. “She was a close 
fourth in the GII Golden Rod S. as 
a 2-year-old and is big, good-look-
ing mare with a huge pedigree. She 
has already produced two winners 
and her 2-year-old is training very 
well in Florida right now. We have 
several stakes winners and stakes 
producers booked to No Parole and 
will continue to support him. 
Whispering Oaks is a tremendous 
partner in the horse and is also sup-
porting him strongly. He has also 
been very well received by breed-
ers throughout Louisiana.” 

No Parole, winner of the 2020 
GI Woody Stephens S., captured 
six of 13 starts and earned 
$369,866. He is standing his first 
season at an advertised fee of 
$3,500, stands and nurses. 

 
The Jockey Club 
Rescinds Mare Cap Rule 

The Jockey Club announced Feb 
7th that it is rescinding the follow-
ing italicized language in Rule 14C 
of The Jockey Club’s Principal 
Rules and Requirements of the 
American Studbook that addresses 
limitations to the total number of 
mares bred per stallion: 

The total number of broodmares 
bred per individual stallion whose 
year of birth is 2020 or thereafter 

HERE & THERE

OBITUARIES 
 
 

Louie Randolph Davis, Jr. 
Louie Randolph Davis, Jr. (Randy) was born on September 13th, 

1952. He passed away on March 19th after a brief illness. 
Randy attended Fair Park High School and graduated from 

Louisiana Tech University. He went on to work alongside his father, 
Louie, and mother, Tootsie at the family business, South States, 
Incorporated. 

Randy was very social, often hosting parties, and had a deep affec-
tion for the annual Cross Lake Flotilla. He enjoyed raising race horses 
and adored animals, especially his rescue dogs. His sarcasm and wit 
were unparalleled. 

Randy  is survived by his sister, Dianne Davis Hanes, and husband 
Gordon, his nieces, Lee Anne Tilley, Joni Tilley Deardorff and hus-
band Chad, April Tilley Mobley and husband Mark, along with six 
great nieces and nephews, and numerous cousins.  

 
Emmit O. Pickett 

Emmit Ovie Pickett, age 76, passed away on March 19, 2022, after 
a battle with Alzheimer’s Disease. He died peacefully with his loving 
family by his side. 

Emmit, known to most as “Punkin” was born on March 24, 1945, 
in Minden, LA. He attended elementary and secondary school in 
Doyline, where he graduated in 1963. 

Punkin was an athlete and lettered in baseball and basketball. He 
was a member of the State Baseball Championship Team in 1962 and 
All-State Basketball Player in ’62 and ’63. He continued his love for 
playing ball in college where he attended Northeast Louisiana 
University in Monroe, LA. 

After college, he joined the Army National Guard and worked at 
Louisiana Army Ammunition Plant and then for KCS Railroad for 35 
years retiring as Conductor.  

A longtime thoroughbred breeder, he had numerous winning horses 
and quite a few favorites notably Nitro Chip, Ovie, Benwill, The 
Pickett Factor, End Up, and Cajun Country. 

His love and compassion for animals was evident by his support for 
various animal rescuess. ” 

Survivors include his son, Russel “Bud” Pickett and wife Jennifer 
of Shreveport; daughter, Robin Pickett Stewart and husband Chuck of 
Madison, MS; grandchildren, Benjamin “Ben” Pickett, William 
“Will” Pickett, Megan Stewart Slee and husband Eric of Madison, 
MS, Charles “CJ” Stewart III and wife Danielle of Chattanooga, TN. 

Memorials may be made to Alzheimer’s Association at 
www.alz.org. or your favorite animal rescue center.
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shall not exceed 140 per calendar 
year in the United States, Canada, 
and Puerto Rico. The Jockey Club 
shall limit the number of Stallion 
Service Certificates for such stal-
lions to a maximum of 140 per cal-
endar year. 

“The Jockey Club board of stew-
ards is rescinding this rule as it is 
concerned that the reaction to the 
rule may divide the industry at a 
time when there are many impor-
tant issues that need to be 
addressed with unity,” said Stuart 
S. Janney III, chairman of The 
Jockey Club. “We are taking this 
action for the greater good of the 
entire industry. 

“The Jockey Club remains com-
mitted to the sustainability and wel-
fare of the breed and will continue 
to invest in programs and research 
that will bolster and support the 
industry in the years to come.” 

The Jockey Club will continue to 
maintain the Principal Rules and 
Requirements of the American 
Studbook in keeping with its mis-
sion to ensure the health of the 
Thoroughbred breed. 

 

LTBA to hold 2022 
Breeders Sales Company 
of Louisiana Yearling 
Sale, October 1st 

The Louisiana Thoroughbred 
Breeders Association announced 
today, February 18, 2022, that they 
will be hosting a Yearling Sale fol-
lowed by a mixed session under the 
banner of Breeders Sales Company 
of Louisiana on October 1st. 

The sale will be held at the 
Equine Sales of Louisiana Facility 
in Opelousas, La. and be limited by 
the number of stalls at the facility 
being 228. 

After not conducting a sale since 
2015 the LTBA stepped up last 
year to host a sale when Equine 
Sales of Louisiana opted not to 
have a yearling sale in 2021. Last 
year’s sale averaged just over 
$13,000 with a median of $8,000. 

With the introduction of Sports 
Betting and the coming of 
Historical Horse Racing Machines 
it is anticipated that purses for 
Accredited Louisiana Breds will 
increase dramatically. 

The entry deadline is July 6th. 
Entry forms will be available in late 
May and be available to be down-
loaded from the Louisiana 
Thoroughbred Breeders 
Association web site of 
www.louisianabred.com 

 
2022 Texas Summer 
Yearling Sale Will Be 
Held On August 29th 

The Texas Thoroughbred 
Association has announced its 2022 
Texas Summer Yearling Sale will 
be held on August 29th. The sale, 
co-presented by Lone Star Park, 

will be held at the sale pavilion at 
Lone Star Park in Grand Prairie, 
Texas. 

“After the results of our 2021 
yearling sale, we have a lot to look 
forward to with the 2022 Texas 
Summer Yearling Sale,” TTA Sales 
Director Foster Bridewell said. 
“The yearling market in Texas in 
2021 was strong, thanks to our con-
signors, who brought quality physi-
cals and pedigree to our sale, and 
thanks to the buyers who certainly 
loved the individuals on the 
grounds.” 

The 2021 sale concluded with an 
increase in the total number of 
yearlings cataloged and sold, as 
well as a positive jump in the aver-
age and median sale prices. Texas 
sales graduates are eligible for the 
Texas Thoroughbred Association 
Futurity at Lone Star Park at two 
and the new Texas Thoroughbred 
Association Derby and Oaks for 
three-year-olds at Sam Houston. 

“There’s really never been a bet-
ter time to sell and buy racehorses 
in the Texas,” Bridewell said. 

LTBA drew for two $1,000 scholarships at Louisiana Premier Day at Delta 
Downs. Pictured above: Scholarship winner, Jordan Jerman (McNeese 
State University), LTBA Secretary-Treasurer, Roger Heitzmann and 
scholarship winner Peyton Doyle (SOWELA Technical Community 
College) 
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“Thanks to the passage of HB 2460 
in 2019, the Texas horse industry 
benefits from the infusion of $25 
million per year, increasing purses 
and Accredited Texas-bred incen-
tive awards. This is all thanks to 
Texas lawmakers who support rac-
ing in this state; it’s truly a great 
time to bring horses to Texas to sell 
and for buyers to find quality 
prospects.” 

The Entry Deadline for the 2022 
Texas Summer Yearling Sale is 
June 24, 2022 and consignment 
forms are now available at 
www.ttasales.com. 

 
OBS Spring Catalog 
Online 

The catalog for the Ocala 
Breeders’ Sales Company’s 2022 
Spring Sale of Two-Year-Olds in 
Training is now available via the 
OBS website. 

A total of 1,231 juveniles have 
been cataloged for the four-day 
sale, now set for Tuesday through 
Friday, April 19th – April 22nd. All 
sessions will begin at 10:30 a.m. 

The Under Tack Show will be 
divided into seven sessions, set for 
Sunday through Saturday, April 
10th – April 16th, all beginning at 
8:00 a.m. 

OBS will again offer Online 
Bidding during the Spring Sale. 

Buyers will be able to go to the 
OBS website and register to gain 
bidding approval, then access the 
OBS Bidding Screen with their cre-
dentials. For complete information 
on registration and online bidding 
please go to the OBS website: obs-
online-bidding 

The Under Tack Show and Sale 
will be streamed live via the OBS 
website as well as the DRF, TDN, 
BloodHorse and Past The Wire 
websites. 

The online catalog’s main page 
contains a link to a sortable master 
index providing searchable pedi-
gree and consignor information as 
well as access to pedigree updates 
occurring since the catalog was 
printed. Under Tack videos, walk-
ing videos and conformation pho-
tos are also available. 

The iPad version of the catalog 
can be accessed via the equineline 
Sales Catalog App. The App allows 
users to download and view the cat-
alog, receive updates and results, 
record notes and also provides 
innovative search, sort and rating 
capability. For more information 
and downloads go to: 
equineline.com/SalesCatalogApp/ 

Current information about OBS 
sales, consignors and graduates is 
now also available via social media 
sites Facebook and Twitter. A link 

on the homepage directs users to 
either site. 

Sales results will be available on 
the OBS website, updated during 
each session of the Spring Sale.  In 
addition, the latest news regarding 
OBS graduates, sales schedules, 
nominations, credit requests, travel 
information and other news rele-
vant to OBS consignors and cus-
tomers is also available. E-mail 
should be addressed to 
obs@obssales.com. 

For more information regarding 
the Spring Sale or OBS website, 
please call (352) 237-2154. 

 

Louisiana Futurity 
Nominations on the Rise 

The Louisiana Thoroughbred 
Breeders Association (LTBA) is 
pleased to announce that nomina-
tions have increased significantly 
for the 2024 Louisiana Futurity for 
two-year-old accredited Louisiana 
breds. Nominations begin when a 
mare is in foal, with additional eli-
gibility payments made as the foal 
reaches racing age.  

The 2022 foals out of 633 mares 
have been nominated to the 2024 
Louisiana Futurity, up substantially 
from the previous year when the 
2021 foals out of 543 mares were 
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nominated to the 2023 Louisiana 
Futurity.  

With Louisiana purses on the 
rise, LTBA is expecting competi-
tive fields and a higher demand for 
accredited Louisiana breds. 

 
Thornton, Broberg And 
End Zone Athletics 
Continue Delta Downs 
Dominance During 2021-
22 Thoroughbred Season 

The 2021-22 Thoroughbred sea-
son at Delta Downs wrapped up on 
Saturday, March 5th, with familiar 
names topping the horsemen stand-
ings. Tim Thornton won his fourth 
straight leading rider title while 
Karl Broberg notched his 11th con-
secutive crown in the training 
ranks. Broberg and Matt 
Johansen’s End Zone Athletics, 
Inc. earned their seventh leading 
owner title and their 10th in the last 
11 years. 

Thornton’s season included 129 
wins and mount earnings of 
$2,782,260. The title was 
Thornton’s fourth consecutive 
since moving his tack to Vinton in 
late 2017. During his first full sea-
son in 2018-19, Thornton set a new 
track record for mount earnings in a 
single season with $2,894,080. 

Thornton, a husband and father 
of three, won six of the track’s 26 
stakes races during the meet. His 
biggest score came with the Allen 
Landy-trained Net a Bear, who 
took the $125,000 Louisiana 
Premier Day Distaff on the track’s 
richest race day of the year, 
February 5. 

Following Thornton in the jock-
ey standings were Joel Dominguez 
(65 wins), Joe Stokes (61), Jose 
Guerrero (50), Alex Birzer (46), 
Thomas Pompell (45), Vicente Del-
Cid (42), C. J. McMahon (33), 

Kevin Roman (29), and Gerard 
Melancon (28). 

Broberg continued his domi-
nance at Delta Downs in 2021-22 
by sending out 105 winners and 
totaling $1,928,820 in barn earn-
ings. Broberg nearly bettered his 
own records for Thoroughbred con-
ditioners this meet as well. During 
the 2018-19 season his horses set 
the current standard with 107 wins 
and earnings of $2,017,120. 

Rounding out the list of leading 
trainers for the Delta Downs meet-
ing were Allen Landry (31), 
Eduardo Ramirez (31), Brett 
Brinkman (26), Dale White, Sr. 
(21), Sam Breaux (20), Scott 
Gelner (19), Benjamin Zeno (19), 
Greg Tracy (19), and Lee M. 
Thomas (19). 

End Zone Athletics, Inc. saw 78 
of their runners win and earn a total 
of $1,322,480. The accomplish-
ment broke their own records set 
just last year when End Zone won 
64 races and took home 
$1,186,210. 

Rounding out the top owners for 
the season were Dale White, Sr. 
(18), Elite Thoroughbred Racing, 
LLC (Michele Rodriguez) (12), 
Israel Flores Horses LLC (10), 
Keith Charles (9), Adriel Gonzalez 
(8), Gerald L. Averett, Jr. (7), 
Norman Stables, LLC (7), Rylee 
Grudzien (7), and Sandy Badeaux 
(6). 

Delta Downs now looks forward 
to its upcoming American Quarter 
Horse season which gets underway 
on April 29 and runs through July 
16. The 46-day meeting will feature 
live racing each Wednesday 
through Saturday night with first 
post time set for 6:15 pm Central 
Time. 

For more information about the 
Delta Downs Quarter Horse season, 

including specific race days, go to 
the track’s website at www.deltad-
ownsracing.com. Fans can also fol-
low the track on Facebook and 
Twitter. 

 
Murrill Scores Career Win 
1,000 

Just a little more than eight years 
into a career that began at Delta 
Downs in 2013, jockey Mitchell 
Murrill won his 1,000th career race 
on Sunday February 6, 2022 at Fair 
Grounds Race Course & Slots, 
guiding Selective Racing’s Yin 
Yang to victory for trainer Brad 
Cox. 

“I’ve got to thank Brad (Cox),” 
Murrill said. “This is the first horse 
I’ve ridden for him in my career, so 
it’s kind of nice to get into the win-
ner’s circle for him. He told me 
before the race that the horse was 
going to be keen and to try to get 
her to relax and keep her running 
forward. She did it today.” 

Earlier on the card Murrill won 

 
EVANGELINE DOWNS 2022  
THOROUGHBRED STAKES SCHEDULE. 
 
4-15 $60,000 Acadiana S. 
4-16 $60,000 Lafayette S. 
 
5-6 $60,000 EVD Distaff 
5-7 $60,000 EVD Classic 
 
6-4 Louisiana Legends Night 

$75,000 Louisiana Legends Cheval 
$75,000 Louisiana Legends Soiree 
$75,000 Louisiana Legends Sprint 
$75,000 Louisiana Legends  
Mademoiselle 
$75,000 Louisiana Legends  
Turf Distaff 
$75,000 Louisiana Legends Turf 
$75,000 Louisiana Legends Cheval 

 
7-1 $60,000 Opelousas S. 
7-2 $60,000 John Henry S. 
 
8-5 $50,000 The Spotted Horse 
8-6 $50,000 Evangeline Mile 
8-26 $60,000 D.S. Shine Young F. 

(filly division) 
8-27 $60,000 D.S. Shine Young F. 

(colt and gelding division)
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the fourth race on Cypriano for 
trainer Chris Hartman. The duo has 
contributed greatly to each other’s 
success, teaming up for 82 wins 
since joining forces four years ago.  

“It’s pretty awesome,” Murrill 
said of reaching the milestone. “All 
week it’s been pretty tough to get 
into the winner’s circle, but we got 
it done and I can’t be more grateful 
for everyone who has contributed.” 

The 27-year-old native of 
Mobile, Alabama scored his first 
career win aboard Golden Barbara 
on May 28, 2014. Perennially in the 
top five in the jockey standings at 
both Fair Grounds and Arlington 
Park, he had a breakthrough meet 
in November at Churchill Downs, 
finishing fifth with 15 wins. He 
earned a career-best $5,619,207 in 
purses in 2021. 

 
Oklahoma Commission 
Adopts Category 1 
Interference Philosophy 

The Oklahoma Horse Racing 
Commission (OHRC) became the 
first in North America to pass a rule 
which emulates the globally-recog-
nized Category 1 interference phi-
losophy after agreeing to amend its 
rules at its meeting on Thursday, 
February 17 in Oklahoma City. 

“This is a tremendous first step 
for North American racing jurisdic-
tions to begin the process of harmo-
nizing rules governing interference 
and improving the overall experi-
ence for racing’s primary cus-
tomers – the bettors,” said Patrick 
Cummings, Executive Director of 
the Thoroughbred Idea Foundation. 

“What we have in North 
America is a patchwork quilt of 
various rules which often place 
total equity above consistency and 
logic in determining which infrac-

tions warrant a demotion. It is 
always toughest to be the first, so I 
commend the OHRC for taking that 
step and I anticipate several others 
will follow in the near future.” 

The amended rule changes the 
consideration of stewards when 
determining interference. The exact 
wording of the amended rule is 
below: 

“If the Stewards determine a 
Horse or its rider has caused an 
interference and finished in front of 
the Horse it interfered with, and if 
not for the interference the Horse 
would have finished behind the 
horse it interfered with, the interfer-
ing Horse shall be placed immedi-
ately behind the Horse with which 
it interfered. If the interference is a 
result of dangerous riding, the 
Stewards shall place the interfering 
horse in last place.” 

Should interference be the result 
of dangerous riding, the OHRC’s 
rule empowers stewards to demote 
the interfering horse to last, regard-
less of where the sufferer of the 
interference finished. This addition 
to the rule, within the scope of the 
international Category 1 philoso-
phy, was adopted to discourage 
jockeys from employing a “win-at-
any-cost” approach. 

“Dangerous riding’ means a 
rider causes a serious infraction by: 
(A) purposely interference with 
another horse or rider; or (B) riding 
in a way which is far below that of 
a competent and careful rider and 
where it would be obvious to a 
competent and careful rider that 
riding in that way would likely 
endanger the safety of another 
horse or rider.” 

The rule amendment was pro-
posed in November 2021 and after 
a public comment period, was 

passed unanimously by the 
Commission’s Rules Committee. 
Racing in the state occurs across 
three tracks – Fair Meadows, 
Remington Park and Will Rogers 
Downs. 

 

Midway University to 
Offer Fully Online Equine 
Degree 

Midway University, through an 
article in the Lane Report, has 
announced that the Board of 
Trustees has approved an addition-
al new degree program within the 
School of Business, Equine, and 
Sports Studies: a fully remote, and 
set to begin immediately, Bachelor 
of Science in Equine Business and 
Sales. 

Course work in the program will 
cover broad topics including equine 
anatomy and equine healthcare 
management, as well as courses 
focused on the marketing, legal, 
and financial aspects of buying and 
selling horses, regardless of breed. 
Students will also cover concepts 
focused on building and developing 
a fan base through equine tourism. 
Courses are formatted in eight-
week modules, with many starting 
five times a year to allow students 
to take them around busy work and 
home schedules. Previous college 
credit or an associate degree can be 
transferred toward this one and 
interested students are encouraged 
to call the admissions office for 
more information. 

 
2022 Fact Book Available 
on The Jockey Club’s 
Website 

The Jockey Club announced 
Wednesday, March 2nd, that the 
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2022 edition of the Fact Book is 
available in the Resources section 
of its website at jockeyclub.com. 

The online Fact Book is a statis-
tical and informational guide to 
Thoroughbred breeding, racing, 
and auction sales in North America 
and is updated quarterly. It also fea-
tures a directory of Canadian, inter-
national, national, and state organi-

zations. Links to the Breeding 
Statistics report that is released by 
The Jockey Club each September 
and the Report of Mares Bred 
information that is published by 
The Jockey Club each October can 
be found in the Breeding section of 
the Fact Book. 

The 2022 editions of State Fact 
Books, which feature detailed 

breeding, racing, and auction sales 
information specific to numerous 
states, Canadian provinces, and 
Puerto Rico, are also available on 
The Jockey Club website. The State 
Fact Books are updated monthly. 

In 2021, The Jockey Club took 
over the production of The 
American Racing Manual from the 
Daily Racing Form, and the latest 
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edition will be available as part of 
the Fact Book later this month. 

The Jockey Club, founded in 
1894 and dedicated to the improve-
ment of Thoroughbred breeding 
and racing, is the breed registry for 
North American Thoroughbreds. In 
fulfillment of its mission, The 
Jockey Club, directly or through 
subsidiaries, provides support and 
leadership on a wide range of 
important industry initiatives, and it 
serves the information and technol-
ogy needs of owners, breeders, 
media, fans and farms. It is the sole 
funding source for America’s Best 
Racing, the broad-based fan devel-
opment initiative for Thoroughbred 
racing. You can follow America’s 
Best Racing at americasbestrac-
ing.net. Additional information is 
available at jockeyclub.com. 

 
HBPA Panel Offers 
Advice on Engaging With 
Lawmakers 

As government affairs consul-
tant Joe Clabes sees it, when horse 
racing conducts industry days on 
state capitol steps it's perfectly all 
right for many of racing's partici-
pants to show up in jeans. 

“It's OK if there’s a cowboy hat 
or two and big belt buckles,” 
Clabes noted during a panel discus-
sion on how horsemen can interact 
and build relationships with law-
makers March 3 during the 
National Horsemen’s Benevolent 
and Protective Association confer-
ence at the Oaklawn Park hotel in 
Hot Springs, Ark. 

Clabes, who has lobbied for the 
Kentucky industry and the 
Kentucky HBPA, said seeing that 
everyday fashion helps remind law-
makers that while racing may be 
the Sport of Kings, there are plenty 

of people going to work each day to 
make a living in the sport and the 
ancillary businesses that keep it up 
and running. 

Panel member Angel Moore, an 
attorney who represents the 
Mountaineer (W.Va.) HBPA, said 
it is important to educate lawmak-
ers about the livelihoods tied to 
horse racing. 

“We're not the sport of kings. 
That image is something that we 
struggle with in West Virginia,” 
Moore said. “People think, ‘Oh, 
they own Thoroughbreds; they 
have money’ It’s a very difficult 
notion to overcome unless you 
have racing families and people in 
the communities telling a different 
story.” 

In terms of ways to convey that 
story, panel members said it's 
important to stay engaged. Clabes 
noted that while legislators are 
often very busy during session, 
they have more time the rest of the 
year. He also noted that during 
meetings in this time of the year 
bills often begin to take shape. 

“It’s important that you’re 
engaging year-round and being in 
contact with your legislators as 
individuals and not just showing up 
during the session when everybody 
in the state is there trying to get 
some time with legislators,” Clabes 
said. “They may view that as, 
‘Here’s another person trying to get 
a message to me or trying to get an 
appointment with me.’” 

Clabes noted that lawmakers 
may not have the time to fully con-
sider your message once a session 
starts. Beyond staying engaged 
throughout the year, he noted that 
horsemen should be active in com-
munity groups like Rotary and 
social groups as a way to potential-

ly educate lawmakers and commu-
nity leaders about the racing indus-
try in a less formal setting. 

Panel member Bill Walmsley, 
president of the Arkansas HBPA 
and a former member of the 
Arkansas state senate, said that if a 
horsemen’s association finds a can-
didate that understands racing’s 
interests, it should support that can-
didate’s campaign. He said getting 
in early can mean a lot to a candi-
date. 

“After I won the first time, a big 
insurance company sent me a check 
for $1,000,” Walmsley said. “You 
know I never did anything for them 
or cared anything about it. Those 
$50 contributions I got while I was 
running—before I won—meant 
more to me than that $1,000 after I 
won.” 

Moore said Mountaineer HBPA 
has had success in inviting law-
makers to days at the races or on 
the backstretch. She noted that 
when the HBPA saw a lot of 
women earning seats in state office, 
the HBPA decided to specifically 
reach out to these new lawmakers. 
The HBPA launched a “women in 
racing” day to facilitate meetings. 

“We thought that we weren't 
focusing on the women coming 
into office and this day would offer 
us an opportunity as women in the 
industry to speak with them direct-
ly,” Moore said of the program that 
also includes the Charles Town 
(W.Va.) HBPA.  

 
482 Trainers Accepted to 
2022 Thoroughbred 
Makeover 

The Retired Racehorse Project 
(RRP) has accepted 482 trainers, 
including both individuals and 
team members, to the 2022 class of 
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the Thoroughbred Makeover and 
National Symposium, presented by 
Thoroughbred Charities of 
America (TCA). 

The Thoroughbred Makeover is 
the world’s largest and most lucra-
tive retraining competition for ex-
racehorses, awarding over 
$100,000 in prize money annually 
since 2015. The Makeover returns 
to its single-year format in 2022 
after the postponement of the 2020 
event led to a “double” Makeover 
in 2021, with two competition 
years running simultaneously. The 
2022 Makeover will take place on 
October 12-15, 2022 at the 
Kentucky Horse Park in Lexington. 

Open to professionals, juniors, 
amateurs, and teams, the 
Thoroughbred Makeover is a 
retraining competition for recently-
retired ex-racehorses. Competition 
is available in ten disciplines, with 
trainers choosing to compete in up 
to two: barrel racing, competitive 
trail, dressage, eventing, field 
hunter, polo, ranch work, show 
hunter, show jumper, and freestyle 
(a free-form discipline to demon-
strate skills of the trainer’s choice). 

All horses compete in prelimi-
nary rounds in their respective dis-
ciplines, with the top five in each 
discipline returning for the Finale 
Championship to determine final 
placings. A panel including all dis-
cipline judges will determine the 
overall Thoroughbred Makeover 
Champion and a $10,000 cash 
prize; a popular vote by in-person 
and online spectators will deter-
mine the People’s Choice Award 
who wins the right to direct a dona-
tion to an equine charity of their 
choosing. 

“TCA has been a supporter of 
the Makeover since the beginning 

because we believe strongly in the 
mission of the RRP,” said Erin 
Halliwell, executive director of 
TCA. “The RRP and its program-
ming have made a positive impact 
on the lives of thousands of 
Thoroughbreds over the years. We 
congratulate the trainers accepted 
into the 2022 Makeover and appre-
ciate your dedication to 
Thoroughbreds.” 

Accepted trainers are encour-
aged to register their horses at 
TBMakeover.org as soon as they 
acquire them; horse registration 
closes on July 29, 2022. As horses 
are registered, they will appear on 
the entry list at 
tbmakeover.org/entries-2022. 
Trainers have signed up to bring a 
total of 505 horses. 

With the uncertainty of training 
green horses, the length of time 
between acceptance of trainers and 
final entry, and the fact that some 
horses sell before the Makeover, 
the RRP is once again offering a 
waitlist. Individuals who missed 
the initial round of applications are 
welcome to apply to the waitlist 
and can do so at 
TBMakeover.org/trainer-portal. 
The waitlist does not guarantee 
final entry into the competition, but 
does widen the impact of the 
Makeover and helps more horses 
transition to second careers. 

New for 2022, the Makeover 
will also play host to The Jockey 
Club Thoroughbred Incentive 
Program (T.I.P.) Western 
Championships and Central Region 
Dressage Championships. After a 
successful implementation of the 
inaugural T.I.P. Barrel Racing 
Championships in 2021, the RRP 
and T.I.P. are expanding on their 
working relationship to add more 

opportunities for Thoroughbreds 
and Thoroughbred enthusiasts to 
make the most of the week at the 
Kentucky Horse Park. 

For riders seeking a well-started 
off-track Thoroughbred for compe-
tition or pleasure, the ASPCA 
Makeover Marketplace will return 
in 2022, offering buyers and 
adopters the opportunity to watch a 
horse compete, trial ride, and com-
plete a pre-purchase exam all in 
one location. New for 2022, the 
Makeover will offer the ASPCA 
Future Prospects barn, including 
recently-retired Thoroughbreds 
available for adoption from partici-
pating aftercare organizations. 

The Makeover also provides 
ample opportunities for education 
for both trainers and the public, 
including the Thoroughbred 
Aftercare Summit, the seminar 
series, and the Makeover Master 
Class (a retraining demonstration 
featuring three trainers with their 
own unique approaches to initial 
training sessions with recently-
retired Thoroughbreds). A vendor 
fair provides plenty of shopping 
opportunities for attendees as well. 

The Thoroughbred Makeover is 
the flagship event for the RRP, a 
501(c)(3) non-profit committed to 
increasing the demand and value of 
Thoroughbreds in their careers 
after racing. Sponsorship opportu-
nities are available for the 2022 
Thoroughbred Makeover: contact 
joughton@therrp.org for more 
information. 


