
Few horses enter the Louisiana stallion market with 
grade 1 credentials; fewer still come in with a 

Classic win to their names. At present, such a record 
belongs to only one stallion in the Pelican State: 
Exaggerator, now standing his first season in 
Louisiana at Elite Thoroughbreds after making his first 
four seasons at WinStar Farm in Kentucky. 

A foal of 2013, Exaggerator broke his maiden at 
second asking over six furlongs at Del Mar before 
gaining greater attention at the Saratoga meeting. Last 
in the early going in the Saratoga Special (G2), the colt 
drove through a narrow gap between horses to defeat 
favored Saratoga Mischief, with future grade 2 winner 
Holding Gold among the also-rans. Over a fast track, 
his time for the 6½ furlongs was a respectable 1:16.39. 

Exaggerator followed that effort with a second to 
Brody’s Cause (also the winner of the 2016 Toyota 
Blue Grass Stakes, G1) in the Claiborne Breeders’ 
Futurity (G1) at Keeneland and a fourth-place finish 
behind juvenile champion Nyquist in the Sentient Jets 
Breeders’ Cup Juvenile (G1). He went out a winner for 
the season in the Delta Downs Jackpot Stakes (G3). 
Going to the front earlier than had been his custom, 
Exaggerator turned back a challenge by Champagne 
Stakes (G1) runner-up Sunny Ridge (a future two-time 
grade 3 winner and earner of over $1.4 million) to win 
by a neck. Future grade 3 winner Harlan Punch was 
third, and future champion sprinter Whitmore checked 
in fifth. 

As might be expected for a son of Curlin, 
Exaggerator improved significantly at 3. Second to 
Nyquist in the seven-furlong San Vicente Stakes (G2) 
in his season opener and third in the San Felipe Stakes 
(G2) over 8.5 furlongs next out, the colt put it all 
together in the Santa Anita Derby, sailing home by 6¼ 
lengths over multiple grade 1 winner Mor Spirit in the 
slop. Second to Nyquist again in the Kentucky 
Derby—Presented by Yum! Brands (G1) after a less 
than ideal trip, Exaggerator finally turned the tables on 
his previously unbeaten rival in the Preakness Stakes 
(G1), winning by 3½ lengths as Cherry Wine nosed out 
Nyquist for second. 

Continuing to compete against the best of his divi-
sion, Exaggerator appeared to struggle with the deeper 
surfaces at Belmont and Saratoga in unplaced runs in 
the Belmont Stakes (G1) and Travers Stakes (G1), 
respectively, but in between those races collected his 
third grade 1 win of the season in the Betfair.com 
Haskell Invitational Stakes. He did not win again and 
finished his career having won six of 15 starts for earn-
ings of $3,581,120. 

By modern standards, Exaggerator displayed 
remarkable toughness and durability, making those 15 
starts within a period of 16 months and racing at 10 
different tracks. While he gained the reputation of 
being an off-track specialist, his Saratoga Special win 
was on a dry track, as was his second in the Kentucky 
Derby. 

Exaggerator belongs to the Smart Strike branch of 
the Mr. Prospector male line, a branch noted for yield-
ing classic stamina. The winner of the 1996 Philip H. 
Iselin Handicap (G1) and a half brother to 1991 
Canadian Horse of the Year Dance Smartly, Smart 
Strike led the American general sire list twice and left 
three good stallion sons in Curlin, English Channel, 
and Lookin At Lucky. All three were racetrack cham-
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pions at 3 or older gained their 
reputations at stud by siring 
two-turn horses, though Lookin 
At Lucky (who was a champion 
at 2 as well as 3) has also sired 
a number of top juveniles in 
Chile. 

Curlin was the best of the 
three as a racer, winning Horse 
of the Year titles at ages 3 and 
4, and has also been Smart 
Strike’s top sire son in North 
America, ranking among the 
top five general sires four 
times. His runners have gener-
ally been two-turn horses that 
start showing their best as 3-
year-olds. 

Exaggerator’s ability to win 
at the graded level as a 2-year-
old shows the influence of his 
dam Dawn Raid, whose other 
two winners both scored over 
sprint distances. A daughter of 
2002 champion 2-year-old 
male Vindication (by Seattle Slew), Dawn Raid was 
stakes-placed as a juvenile in Canada and is a half sis-
ter to 2011 Canadian champion older female Embur’s 
Song (by Unbridled’s Song), a stakes winner over dis-
tances from 6.5 to 8.5 furlongs. Dawn Raid is also a 
half sister to juvenile stakes winner Ten Point (by 
Meadowlake) and to Embattle, a stakes-placed sprinter 
at 2 and 3. Dawn Raid’s dam Embur Sushine (by the 
good speed sire Bold Ruckus) is out of Vevila, a win-
ning daughter of The Minstrel. 

In spite of his own staying ability, Exaggerator 
appears to be throwing more to the speedier elements 
of his pedigree. He had 25 individual 2-year-old win-
ners last year, headed by stakes winner Pacific Coast, 
and his 80 individual winners of 2021 made him the 
top second-crop sire by number of winners. While he 
has sired winners from a variety of sire lines, his best 

results appear to be coming when his mates return both 
Seattle Slew and Mr. Prospector. He has also done well 
with inbreeding to Deputy Minister, and he has had 
some success with mares from the Danzig and Storm 
Cat branches of Northern Dancer as well. 

Physically, Exaggerator is a good-sized, strongly 
made stallion with good bone and substance whose 
overall appearance is more reminiscent of the Seattle 
Slew tribe than of his sire. “He’s a beautiful physical 
specimen, and we are very pleased to have him here,” 
says Michele Rodriguez of Elite Thoroughbreds. “He 
retired 100 percent sound and is a great horse to han-
dle, very easy. His first mares this season have already 
checked in pregnant, so fertility is not a problem.” 

Currently second on the Louisiana sire list, 
Exaggerator is standing the 2022 season for $5,000 
live foal.
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