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Louisiana, West Virginia 
Granted Injunction 
Against HISA 

Louisiana Attorney General Jeff 
Landry has won a victory over reg-
ulations imposed by an uncondi-
tional and unfunded Congressional 
mandate that cedes much regulato-
ry and taxation power of the State 
to an unelected and unaccountable 
nongovernmental entity. 

Ruling in favor of Attorney 
General Landry – Judge Terry 
Doughty of United States District 
Court in the Western District of 
Louisiana has granted the State of 
Louisiana, State of West Virginia, 
Louisiana State Racing Commis-
sion, Louisiana Horseman’s 
Benevolent & Protective Assoc-
iation, Louisiana Thoroughbred 
Breeders Association, Jockeys 
Guild, West Virginia Racing Com-
mission, and horse owners, trainers, 
and jockeys a preliminary injunc-
tion against rules created from the 
Horseracing Integrity & Safety Act 
of 2021 (HISA). 

“I am grateful Judge Doughty 
applied the law and blocked this 
federal overreach from devastating 
our State and the thousands of 
Louisianans in the horse industry 
here,” said Attorney General 
Landry. “Since becoming a State in 
1812, Louisiana has not only regu-
lated horseracing but also built an 
entire culture around it with the 
owners, trainers, jockeys, race-
tracks, and patrons.” 

“Congress ramrodded HISA into 
the COVID relief bill and reckless-
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LTBA drew for two $1,000 scholarships at Louisiana Legends Night at 
Evangeline Downs. Pictured above: Scholarship winner, Alexandra 
Lanasa (Tulane University), LTBA President Warren Harang, scholarship 
winner Krista Romero (Louisiana State University at Eunice) and LTBA 
Executive Director, Roger Heitzmann  

LTBA drew for two $1,000 scholarships at Louisiana Cup Day at 
Louisiana Downs. Pictured above: Scholarship winner, Amy Burton 
(Northwestern State College of Nursing) along with her children; Lizzy 
LaVoice; LTBA Comptroller, Therese Arroyo; LTBA President, Warren J. 
Harang, III; and scholarship winner Madelynn Lowrie (Bossier Parish 
Community College) 
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ly set up this massive regulatory 
scheme that is onerous at best on 
everyone; then to add insult to 
injury, it is paid for on the backs of 
those who work the hardest and 
receive the least,” explained 
Attorney General Landry. 

As noted when Attorney General 
Landry filed suit in June – HISA 
purports to effectively substitute 
state regulatory commissions with 
a private corporation, setup 90 days 
prior to the passage of this Act, in 
charge of horseracing. This newly-
created private corporation then 
began to issue regulations – allow-
ing very little time for public com-
ment, leaving those that actually 
labor under them with little input or 
voice. 

“The process of creating the law 
and its associated regulations 
showed a reckless disregard for the 
thousands of industry participants 
in Louisiana and a correspondingly 
reckless disregard for the impact to 
our State,” added Attorney General 
Landry. “The regulations are 
unclear, inconsistent, and violate 
due process; and I will continue to 
do all that I legally can to halt them 
from taking effect in Louisiana.” 

A copy of the ruling may be found at 
https://www.agjefflandry.com/Arti
cle/13056. 

 
Matt Crawford Named 
Racing Secretary At 
Louisiana Downs 

Louisiana Downs is pleased to 
announce that Matt Crawford has 
been named Racing Secretary, 
effective July 18. He will oversee 
racing office operations for both the 
current Thoroughbred racing sea-
son and the 2023 Quarter Horse 
meet. 

Crawford, 65, began his career 
in horse racing as an assistant train-
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William Joseph Deckwa Jr. 
William Joseph Deckwa Jr., a leader in the home renovation indus-

try, passed awayTuesday, April 19th, 2022. He was 83 years old. 
Better known to all as Bill, Mr. Deckwa was born on October 11, 

1938, to Althea Fos Deckwa and William Deckwa Sr. He grew up in 
the Ninth Ward of New Orleans along with his beloved sister, Stella 
Deckwa Jenevein. Mr. Deckwa graduated from Holy Cross High 
School in 1958 where he was a star player on the basketball team. 

Highly accomplished throughout his life, Mr. Deckwa began his 
career as a teller for the Whitney National Bank before taking a job 
with NASA in 1969. He was proud of having helped send a man to the 
moon. Afterwards, Mr. Deckwa was employed as a finance manager 
with Alside Siding Supply. In 1984, Mr. Deckwa and his wife, Doris, 
opened their own company, Wholesale Siding and Window Supply. 
With a dedication to hard work and customer support, the Deckwas 
built the company, which is still flourishing in its 38th year, into a 
great success. 

In addition to being a successful businessman, Mr. Deckwa was a 
man of many talents. He was inducted into the Louisiana Poetry 
Society, wrote and published country music songs, was well known as 
a horse owner at the New Orleans Fairgrounds, and played a mean 
game of pool. 

Mr. Deckwa is survived by his beloved and loving wife of 52 years, 
Doris Junda Deckwa, six children: Rob Picou (Jodi), Terry Deckwa 
Duvieilh (Warren), Rhonda Picou Sabadie (Guy), William Deckwa III 
(Elaine), Donna Picou Crowley (Kevin), and Chris Deckwa (Kim),  
17 grandchildren and 7 great grandchildren. 

 
Phyllis Tidwell Wood 

Phyllis Tidwell Wood was born on September 22, 1943, in Wilhite, 
LA, and passed away peacefully from this life on July 20, 2022, at her 
home in Vixen, LA. 

She was a custodian at Pinecrest Elementary School and loved her 
job because of the kids. She loved to be around children. Her favorite 
pastime was anything that had to do with horses. She had a love for 
horses like no other. 

She is preceded in death by her parents, Dallas Tidwell and Flossie 
Foster Tidwell; brother, Marty Tidwell. 

Those left to cherish her memory include her son, Slade Gilbert; 
brother, Gary Tidwell and wife Ann; special friend, JR Mayo. She is 
also survived by an extended host of family and friends. 

58                                                                                                                                                                        Louisiana Horse



Summer 2022                                                                                                                                                                           59

er. His association with Louisiana 
Downs began in 1980 with one of 
his trainees, Big Sturgeon, named 
1987 Horse of the Meet. Crawford 
made his transition to numerous 
racing office roles, beginning at 
Louisiana Downs, where he was 
employed as assistant racing secre-
tary from 2008-2013. He has 
served as racing secretary at Delta 
Downs, Canterbury Park, Sam 
Houston Race Park, Ruidoso 
Downs, Zia Park and Hialeah Park. 
Most recently, Crawford was racing 
secretary for the Lone Star Park 
Fall Meet of Champions and assis-
tant racing secretary for their 2021 
and 2022 Thoroughbred live racing 
seasons. 

The native Texan is looking for-
ward to returning to the Bossier 
City racetrack, encouraged by the 
dedication to racing by new owner 
Kevin Preston and Mitch Dennison, 
Louisiana Downs General Manager 
of Racing. 

“I know so many horsemen in 
this region who are thrilled with the 
direction of Louisiana Downs,” 
said Crawford. “As someone in the 
industry who began training race-
horses, I share the commitment of 
Kevin and Mitch in creating energy 
and enthusiasm for our sport. They 
have a great racing office team in 
place, led by Jennifer Sokol, 
Racing Operations Manager and 
assistant Racing Secretary, Tammy 
Peck. I am looking forward to this 
opportunity.” 

In turn, Dennison knows that 
Crawford’s expertise as a racing 
secretary coupled with his long 
term associations with Louisiana, 
Texas and Arkansas horsemen, will 
make for a smooth transition. 

“Matt has a noted tenure in our 
industry and knows our region very 
well,” said Dennison. “We are fully 

committed to serving our horsemen 
at the highest level and know that 
Matt shares that goal. He joins an 
established racing office team, 
well-coordinated by Jennifer 
Sokol. There is no doubt that Matt 
will be a great fit as he returns to 
Louisiana Downs.” 

 
Louisiana Commissioners 
Lengthen Penalties For 
Trainers In Zilpaterol 
Cases 

Racing commissioners in 
Louisiana took penalties for zilpa-
terol overages one step farther in a 
lengthy meeting April 26, extend-
ing the already significant suspen-
sions handed out by stewards a few 
weeks earlier. 

The commission considered 
eight positives from trainer 
Rosendo Valdez, four from Lanny 
Keith, four from Manuel Pizana, 
three from Manuel Macias, and two 
from Fernando Lopez. The over-
ages were part of a flood of recent 
zilpaterol positives in the state. 

Zilpaterol is not approved by the 
Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA) for use in horses. Instead, it 
is a drug approved for use in beef 
cattle to promote weight gain and 
lean muscle mass. It's commonly 
administered as a feed-through 
product when given to cows. 

Zilpaterol is a Class 2 drug in the 
Association of Racing Commis-
sioners International guidelines and 
is not considered to have any legit-
imate therapeutic purposes in the 
horse. According to Dr. Levant 
Dirikolu, head of the equine drug 
testing laboratory at Louisiana 
State University, it is closely relat-
ed to clenbuterol and ractopamine. 

Stewards had already given each 
licensee a six-month suspension 
per violation, which was the maxi-

mum available to them by 
Louisiana regulations. The com-
missioners voted to extend those 
penalties in every case. 

The commission unanimously 
agreed to extend the eight suspen-
sions before them for Valdez from 
six months each to one year each, 
and increase the fine to $1,500 for 
each one. 

The remaining trainers were rep-
resented by attorneys, and all said 
they received notice of all their zil-
paterol positives at the same time, 
so had no opportunity to change 
barn management or scratch horses 
in response to the issue. 

 
Lifetime Bans Upheld for 
Patin Brothers 

The Louisiana State Racing 
Commission (LSRC) affirmed life-
time bans for two sibling jockeys 
from the Patin family on April 26th 
related to the brothers’ criminal 
convictions for possessing illegal 
horse-shocking devices in races at 
Evangeline Downs in 2015. 

The hearings concluded in 
bizarre fashion when Joseph Patin 
Jr., 58, apparently slipped out of the 
meeting room without telling any-
one after first hearing that his 
younger brother, Billy Patin, 53, 
wasn’t going to be allowed to work 
as an exercise rider despite Billy 
previously agreeing to a lifetime 
ban of his license as a jockey. 

The Patins are no strangers to 
brushes with the law and racing 
infractions. 

After a 30-1 win by the maiden 
Valhol in the 1999 Arkansas Derby, 
Billy Patin served a five-year sus-
pension after a video showed him 
dropping an electrical item that was 
later recovered on the track at 
Oaklawn Park. 

Joe Patin's riding career was 
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interrupted several times by 
lengthy suspensions and arrests 
related to narcotics abuse. In 2013, 
he was escorted from Evangeline in 
handcuffs after an altercation with 
jockey Diego Saenz. 

In 2015, the two Patin brothers 
were arrested by Louisiana State 
Police and charged with “willful 
pulling of the reins and cheating 
and swindling” in relation to a June 
19 race. Later, the Patin brothers 
were additionally charged with 
“unnatural stimulation of horses” 
related to separate incidents July 4. 

According to evidence read into 
the record at the Apr. 26 LSRC 
commission, the race-fixing 
charges were later dropped by the 
prosecutor, but the charges related 
to the shocking device resulted in 
felony convictions for the Patin 
brothers. 

“Evidence in two separate races 
on July 4, 2015, revealed that the 
[Patins] possessed hand held 
shocking devices,” a state police 
press release had stated at the time 
of the arrests. 

Initially, the commission-level 
adjudication of the Patin brothers' 
licensure came up at the January 
2022 LSRC meeting. 

At that time, Billy agreed to a 
lifetime ban as a jockey. But, hav-
ing already completed his proba-
tion and having received a first-
time-offender pardon, he wanted 
the commission's approval to go 
back to work as an exercise rider. 
That request was tabled until 
April's meeting, as was the entire 
matter of Joe's jockey license adju-
dication. 

Joe who was originally in atten-
dence dissapeared from the meet-

ing room. Without Joe Patin being 
in the room to answer to the allega-
tions, the LSRC voted unanimously 
to give him the same lifetime ban as 
a jockey. 

 
Louisiana Downs 
Announces Return Of  
Super Derby In 2023 

Louisiana Downs announced 
that the Super Derby will be post-
poed for one year, but will return in 
2023. An August 15th  press release 
stated, “With support of our horse-
men the return of Super Derby is 
being postponed until 2023. This 
move will allow us to realize the 
benefit of adding revenue from the 
Historical Horse Racing machines, 
the additional Off Track Betting 
locations, and sportsbook that will 
contribute to the purse structure. 
Additionally, we are adding over 

HERE & THERE

SERVICES & SUCH

Office: 318-747-6883 
Home: 318-747-4202 

Mobile: 318-288-9009

MUSCADINE FARM 
David & Melissa Meche 

n Agent 
n Boarding  
n Foaling 
n Sales prep 

411 Muscadine Rd, Sunset, LA 70584 
337-280-9494 • 337-258-5537 

dmeche123@gmail.com

"Serving the dental needs of Louisiana Horsemen  

for over 25 years through the HBPA."



Summer 2022                                                                                                                                                                           61

one hundred new slot machines to 
the casino floor which will increase 
our slot revenue therefore enhanc-
ing our future purse structure. We 
truly want to position this special 
race to be nationally recognized 
and better support our local horse-
men who support our track by 
choosing to race here. We want to 
highlight Louisiana Downs in the 
best way possible and ensure we 
can provide a unique experience to 
guests whether it be for the first 
time or for a return visit. We invite 
you out to experience the track if 
you haven’t joined us recently and 
we look forward to the remainder 
of the season. With construction 
beginning next week on our restau-
rant offerings and additional 
improvements continuing at the 
racetrack, we are working to put 
Louisiana Downs back on the map. 

While we have already announced 
some exciting changes, there is 
more to come! We want to make 
sure we are putting Louisiana 
Downs in the best possible position 
for growth, which is why postpon-
ing this event is the best decision at 
this time.” 

“I came to Louisiana Downs in 
the middle of July and with figures 
from accounting we decided to 
lower the overnight purse distribu-
tion for our 5th condition book with 
all intentions of getting back up for 
the last condition book in 
September. That being said, my 
recommendation was to not run 
Super Derby this season. We have 
serious plans to bring back our pre-
mier race in 2023 with hopes of 
attracting an outstanding field for 
the race,” said Matt Crawford, 
Louisiana Downs Racing Secretary 

“While we were excited to 
potentially bring the Super Derby 
back this year we simply feel it’s 
not in the best interest of the prop-
erty or horseman at this time. We 
value our relationship with the 
horseman and have been working 
hard to bring this property back to 
its iconic status. Ultimately, the 
closing of our acquisition simply 
did not allow us enough time to 
truly set Louisiana Downs apart 
and put us on the map from a tim-
ing perspective with the Super 
Derby. Over the course of the last 7 
months, we’ve been able to make 
significant improvements to our 
infrastructure as well as improve 
various areas on both the backside 
and frontside of our property,” stat-
ed Kevin Preston, Louisiana 
Downs President 
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Oaklawn Adds 9 Stakes 
To 2022-23 Schedule 

Although it doesn’t begin until 
Friday, December 9, the 2022-2023 
Oaklawn racing season has already 
broken at least two records. The 
Hot Springs, AR, track will offer 
the greatest number of stakes races 
and the highest stakes purses in its 
history. 

Nine races have been added to 
the stakes schedule for the 68-day 
season, bringing the total to 45. 
Total purses offered for the stakes 
program have increased by $1.45 
million to an all-time high of 
$13.75 million. The overall purse 
distribution for the season is pro-
jected to exceed $50 million, yet 
another record. 

The stakes schedule is once 
again highlighted by the $1.25 mil-
lion Arkansas Derby (G1) April 1, 
along with three $1 million stakes 
races – the Rebel Stakes (G2) 
February 25, the Apple Blossom 
Handicap (G1) April 15, and the 
Oaklawn Handicap (G2) April 22. 

This is the second consecutive 
season Oaklawn is opening in 
December. Oaklawn President 
Louis Cella said the expansion of 
the stakes program is made possi-
ble by the early start. “We were 
pleased with how December racing 
was received last year, by both rac-
ing fans and horsemen,” Cella said. 
“Now, we’re going to use our 
stakes schedule to build on that 
momentum.” 

Three of the new Stakes races 
are scheduled for December, while 
the other six will take place during 
the final weeks of the season. 

“One of the reasons Oaklawn 
has been successful for more than a 
century is because of where we are 
located,” Oaklawn General 

Manager Wayne Smith said. 
“Tourism is a major industry in our 
area, and Oaklawn is proud to be 
the state’s top tourism attraction. 
We wanted some stakes with names 
synonymous with Oaklawn’s 
hometown and the surrounding 
area.” 

The 2022-2023 season runs 
Friday, December 9 through 
Saturday, May 6, Kentucky Derby 
Day. 

 
 2022 Belmont Park Fall 
meet to be held at 
Aqueduct Racetrack 

The New York Racing 
Association, Inc. (NYRA) has 
announced that, due to the con-
struction of vehicular and pedestri-
an tunnels designed to provide 
access to the Belmont Park infield, 
the 2022 Belmont Park fall meet 
will be held at Aqueduct Racetrack.  

The 28-day Belmont at the Big A 
fall meet will begin on Thursday, 
September 15 and run through 
Sunday, October 30. Headlined by 
four Grade 1 races and six “Win 
and You’re In” qualifiers to the 
Breeders’ Cup in November at 
Keeneland, Belmont at the Big A 
will feature 23 graded events 
among 41 stakes worth $9.9 million 
in total purses. Live racing will be 
conducted Thursday-Sunday. 

The construction of tunnels for 
vehicular and pedestrian access is a 
major capital improvement project 
that will unlock the 45-acre infield 
at Belmont Park. In addition to pro-
viding access for fans and the sur-
rounding community, the tunnels 
will serve as a conduit to the infield 
for commercial vehicles allowing 
NYRA to completely reconstruct 
the Belmont main track and its two 
turf courses. The tunnels will also 

provide NYRA with the opportuni-
ty to consider the installation of a 
synthetic track in the future.  

NYRA expects main track and 
turf training to resume in April 
2023. Construction on the race-
tracks will begin following the con-
clusion of the 2023 Belmont Park 
spring/summer meet, which will be 
held in its entirety at Belmont.  

Following a three-week closure 
for annual track maintenance, the 
Belmont Park training track will re-
open on Monday, August 8 and 
remain open throughout tunnel and 
track construction.  

As part of the same round of 
capital improvement projects, 
NYRA will install a synthetic sur-
face on the ¼ mile Belmont Park 
Pony Track. Expected to be com-
plete in September, the Tapeta 
Footings track will provide a new 
all-weather training option and 
yield information and data on the 
performance of a synthetic surface 
in the weather conditions at 
Belmont.  

The Oklahoma Training track 
will operate as normal, with sched-
uled turf training available through-
out the fall.  

 

The Jockey Club 
Publishes Inaugural Fact 
Book Racing Chronicle 

The Jockey Club announced 
today that it will now offer The 
Jockey Club Fact Book Chronicle 
as part of the free online Fact Book 
on its website. 

In 2021, The Jockey Club 
offered a free PDF of The 
American Racing Manual. The Fact 
Book Racing Chronicle will con-
tain much of the information that 
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was found in The American Racing 
Manual. However, the source and 
format of some of the data will dif-
fer from last year’s manual. For 
example, past performances will 
now come directly from Equibase, 
and charts from graded stakes races 
will be provided through links to 
equibase.com. 

“The information in The Jockey 
Club Fact Book Chronicle is valu-
able for everyone from researchers 
and reporters to handicappers and 
casual racing fans, and we are 
pleased to be able to provide this 
resource as part of our Fact Book,” 
said James L. Gagliano, president 
and chief operating officer of The 
Jockey Club. “In the coming years, 
we plan to add additional content 
and make the information more 
dynamic, and we welcome feed-
back on potential additions to the 
Chronicle.” 

Feedback on the Fact Book 
Chronicle can be submitted to con-
tactus@jockeyclub.com. 

 
DHS and DOL Announce 
Additional H-2B Visas for 
2022 

The National Thoroughbred 
Racing Association (NTRA) com-
mends the decision announced by 
the Departments of Homeland 
Security (DHS) and Labor (DOL) 
to make an additional 35,000 H-2B 
visas available for the second half 
of FY-2022. 

“We thank DHS, DOL, and the 
Administration for recognizing the 
critical need for additional H-2B 
visas to fill positions not being 
filled by US workers,” said NTRA 
President & CEO Tom Rooney. 
“This announcement will help pro-
vide immediate relief for tracks and 
horse trainers going into the sum-

mer racing season. While the 
release of additional H-2B visas is 
good news for the industry, the 
NTRA will continue to advocate 
for more comprehensive immigra-
tion reform in the future.” 

The supplemental H-2B visa 
allocation is for U.S. employers 
seeking to employ additional work-
ers on or after April 1, 2022 
through September 30, 2022. This 
announcement makes 23,500 visas 
available to returning workers who 
received an H-2B visa or were oth-
erwise granted H-2B status during 
one of the last three fiscal years. 
The remaining 11,500 visas are 
reserved for nationals of El 
Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, 
and Haiti, regardless of whether 
they are returning workers. The 
semiannual cap of 33,000 visas for 
the second half of FY 2022 was 
reached on February 25, 2022.  
Employers can begin petitioning on 
Wednesday, May 18.  

The H-2B visa guest worker pro-
gram is a nonimmigrant visa pro-
gram used by many industries that 
need temporary non-agricultural 
help when domestic workers are 
unavailable. For the horse racing 
industry, trainers rely heavily on 
the H-2B program to fill various 
backside positions. 

 
2022 Claiming Crown Will 
Be at Churchill Downs 

The 2022 Claiming Crown will 
be held at Churchill Downs in 
November, according to Dan 
Metzger, president of the 
Thoroughbred Owners and 
Breeders Association.  

Speaking on Horse Racing 
Radio Network’s Equine Forum 
June 4, National Horsemen’s 
Benevolent and Protective 

Association CEO Eric Hamelback 
first announced the news, saying: “I 
am over the moon excited to move 
the Claiming Crown for 2022 to 
Churchill Downs. Saturday, Nov. 
12 is the plan for now. We are 
appreciative of Churchill Downs, 
especially to (track representatives) 
Mike Ziegler and Ben Huffman 
who wanted this event. We are hop-
ing for as spectacular a day as we 
have had at Gulfstream over the 
past years. The long-term plan is to 
stay within the Churchill Downs 
family, going to Louisiana (Fair 
Grounds Race Course & Slots) for 
2023.” 

Representing a partnership 
between the National HBPA and 
TOBA, the Claiming Crown acts as 
a mini “Breeders’ Cup” for owners 
of claiming horses.  

This year will be the 24th run-
ning of the event as well as the first 
time it has moved in the last 10 
years. Gulfstream Park has hosted 
it since 2012. In 2013, Gulfstream 
became the first track to host it con-
secutively since Canterbury Park, 
thus beginning a longer-term com-
mitment to host. Canterbury hosted 
the inaugural Claiming Crown in 
1999 and continued to do so for the 
next 10 years.  

The event has also been held at 
Parx Racing (2002), Ellis Park 
(2007), and Fair Grounds (2011).  

Showcasing some of the most 
competitive fields in the country, 
all claiming horses are eligible to 
race regardless of where they were 
bred or previously raced as well as 
the level at which their stable com-
petes. 

Consisting of nine races worth 
$1.1 million in purses, the 
Claiming Crown has become a 
highlight on the racing calendar for 



horses who have started for claim-
ing tags between $7,500 and 
$35,000. 

 
Thoroughbred Makeover 
Marketplace Expands in 
Partnership With ASPCA 

Thanks to the continued gener-
ous support of the ASPCA® (The 
American Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals®), the Retired Racehorse 
Project (RRP) announced that the 
2022 Thoroughbred Makeover and 
National Symposium, presented by 
Thoroughbred Charities of 
America, will include for the first 
time the ASPCA Right Horse 
Adoption Barn, in addition to the 
returning ASPCA Makeover 
Marketplace. The ASPCA Right 
Horse Adoption Barn, open through 
the Makeover on October 12-15 at 
the Kentucky Horse Park in 
Lexington, will include 
Thoroughbred horses of varying 
ages and backgrounds who are up 
for adoption from partner organiza-
tions of the ASPCA Right Horse 
program. 

“Our continued partnership with 
the Retired Racehorse Project has 
been a fantastic avenue to support 
placing retired racehorses in new 
careers and loving homes,” said Dr. 
Emily Weiss, vice president of 
ASPCA Equine Welfare “We are 
thrilled to launch the ASPCA Right 
Horse Adoption Barn this year to 
help even more Thoroughbred 
enthusiasts find their right horse 
through equine adoption.” 

Participating horses will be iden-
tified closer to the event and a list 
of participating organizations will 
be published in the ASPCA 
Makeover Marketplace catalog, 
available both digitally and printed 

as an insert to the Fall 2022 issue of 
the RRP’s award-winning publica-
tion, Off-Track Thoroughbred 
Magazine. The Fall magazine issue 
also doubles as the Thoroughbred 
Makeover program. Leading up to 
the event, prospective adopters can 
visit www.myrighthorse.org, the 
ASPCA’s online adoption platform 
for equines, to search for adoptable 
Thoroughbreds. 

In addition to the horses avail-
able through the ASPCA Right 
Horse Adoption Barn, the ASPCA 
Makeover Marketplace catalog is 
expected to include over one hun-
dred transitioned, restarted and 
c o m p e t i t i o n - e x p e r i e n c e d 
Thoroughbreds who will compete 
at the 2022 Thoroughbred 
Makeover. Interested shoppers and 
adopters have the unique opportu-
nity to watch horses perform, take a 
trial ride in a designated arena, and 
vet prospects on-site, all in one 
location, in one weekend. The trial 
arena and ability to schedule pre-
purchase exams are also open to the 
ASPCA Right Horse Adoption 
Barn participants, as well. 

“We’re grateful for the ASPCA’s 
continued support of the Makeover 
Marketplace and their commitment 
to the RRP’s work,” said RRP exec-
utive director Kirsten Green. 
“Through their Right Horse pro-
gram, the ASPCA has fostered a 
new level of collaboration and 
innovation within the equine wel-
fare community. The ASPCA Right 
Horse Adoption Barn is just one 
example of that, and we’re thrilled 
to have the opportunity to expand 
the scope of the Marketplace to 
serve more Thoroughbreds.” 

The ASPCA Makeover 
Marketplace has become an 
adopter’s or buyer’s trusted source 

for Thoroughbreds for sport and 
pleasure. Makeover graduates 
available through the Marketplace 
have undergone extensive prepara-
tion for the event, with emphasis 
placed on a healthy transition from 
the track and appropriate training 
and exposure to a big show envi-
ronment. Past ASPCA Makeover 
Marketplace graduates have gone 
on to successful careers in event-
ing, hunter/jumper, field hunter, 
western performance, pleasure, and 
trail riding. 

Organizations wishing to partici-
pate in the ASPCA Right Horse 
Adoption Barn are encouraged to 
sign up by August 15th, 2022, as 
space is limited. More information 
is available on the RRP website. 

Sign up to receive your free copy 
of the ASPCA Makeover 
Marketplace catalog, including the 
list of organizations participating in 
the ASPCA Right Horse Adoption 
Barn as well as Makeover gradu-
ates available for sale and adoption. 
The digital catalog will be released 
at theRRP.org after August 15 and 
the print version will be mailed in 
late September. 

HERE & THERE
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