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Carrol Castille, owner of Whispering Oaks Farm in 
Carencro, Louisiana, has been involved with hors-

es since he was a young child. He remembers family 
trail rides and weekends spent at the bush tracks in 
Louisiana beginning when he was just 6-years-old. 

Maybe it was standing on the rail, close enough to 
feel the explosive power of horses surging to the wire 
that ignited a lifelong passion in Castille. Or maybe 
that his mind worked even faster than the speediest 
Quarter Horses and Thoroughbreds he admired. That’s 
the mystery, but the reality is that he evolved as a  bril-
liant and innovative businessman. Fortunately for the 
Louisiana racing industry, his passion for racing and 
breeding champion Thoroughbreds has never waned. 

Castille’s first job was on a farm in 1985 and he 
managed stallions and broodmares for eight years. He 
enjoyed that but left to pursue a career in the telecom 
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business. He bought and sold telecom companies, 
sensing that the curve of the industry would be pro-
pelled into a much more sophisticated level. His timing 
was impeccable and financially stable, Castille bought 
125 acres of land in 2000 which he named Whispering 
Oaks Farm. He envisioned the property as a home for 
his family with abundant land for horses.  

“I built my dream home and decided to run a few 
horses,” recalled Castille. “From there, one thing led to 
another!” 

Understated, to say the least, Castille built a training 
track on his property 
and invested in several 
other equine businesses, 
including a feed store 
and tack shop. 

But none of that ful-
filled his dream of win-
ning graded stakes and 
developing a quality 
breeding program with 
both stallions and 
broodmares. 

As an owner, Castille 
had utilized several 
trainers, but decided he 
wanted to hire one 
horseman to oversee his 
Louisiana-bred runners. 
His choice was Steve 
Flint, who had over four 
decades training 
Thoroughbreds, begin-
ning with a tenure for the Klein Family prior to assist-
ing Hall of Fame conditioner, Steve Asmussen. He ran 
strings for Asmussen in Canada, Kentucky and 
Louisiana. Castille liked the idea of his trainer seeing 
his homebreds from babies through their racing careers 
and hired Flint ten years ago. It has been a very good 
working relationship for both men. 

“Carrol is passionate about his horses and continues 
to raise the quality of his stock to be competitive in 
Louisiana and out of state,” explained Flint. “He spares 
no expense in their care and feeding program. I over-
see the racing division, but everyone on the farm 
works as a team and shares the same vision.” 

One of Castille’s other goals was to bring a higher 
level of stallions to stand in Louisiana. He acquired 
Closing Argument to stand the 2012 breeding season at 
Whispering Oaks Farm. The son of Successful Appeal 
won the Holy Bull (G3) prior to competing in the 2005 

Kentucky Derby. His 
move to Louisiana was 
very successful, finish-
ing third in earnings in 
both 2012 and 2013 with 
$3.6 million and $2.99 
million. 

The current stallion 
roster at Whispering 
Oaks includes One 
Liner, who won the 
Grade 3, $500,000 
Southwest Stakes at 
Oaklawn Park and fol-
lowed that with a run-
ner-up effort in the 
Grade 3, $300,000 
Pimlico Special.  His 
first crop arrived in 
2020. 

No Parole joined the 
roster for the 2022 

breeding season. The son of Violence won 6 of his 13 
starts and was honored as 2020 Louisiana 
Thoroughbred Horse of the Year. 

“We needed a sprint stallion and have had tremen-
dous interest already in No Parole,” said Castille. 

Iron Fist was a multiple-stakes winner who banked 
$1.1 million in his 24 starts for Hall of Fame trainer 

Iron Fist is the first son of Tapit to stand in Louisiana. He 
is currently among the leading 2nd crop sires in the state.
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Steve Asmussen. He is the first son of Tapit to stand in 
Louisiana and his progeny is off to an excellent start. 
Feisty Fist was his first black-type winner. Iron First 
was the 2021 leading freshman sire by winners in 
Louisiana, and is among the top three 2022 second 
crop sires. 

Castille and Asmus-
sen have forged a solid 
bond. Whispering Oaks 
Farm owned She’s a 
Julie who was brilliant 
in her 3-year-old season. 
She’s a Julie was con-
signed by Blandford 
Stud and purchased by 
Whispering Oaks for 
$160,000 at the 2016 
September Keeneland 
Yearling Sale. 

Her talent played out 
on a national stage as the 
filly, named after 
Steve’s wife, Julie, was 
courageously battling 
breast cancer.  

From 2017-2020, 
She’s a Julie made 21 
starts, competing in 14 
graded stakes with victories in the G1 La Troienne S. 
at Churchill Downs,  G1 Ogden Phipps Stakes at 
Belmont Park, G3 Iowa Oaks, G3 Remington Park 
Oaks, and  G3 Bayakoa Stakes and placed in another 
four graded contests. She earned $1,196,380 over her 
lifetime career.  

“Carrol is a great guy and excellent horseman,” said 
Asmussen. “He has stayed true to his roots in support-
ing Louisiana racing and is constantly looking to 
improve his breeding operation.” 

Castille has enjoyed the highs and lows of the racing 
industry, but admits he was disappointed when Un Ojo 
had to be scratched from this year’s Kentucky Derby 
and Preakness Stakes due to a bruised foot. 

The son of Laoban, co-owned by Whispering Oaks 
Farm and Cypress Creek Equine, lost his left eye due 
to an accident as a yearling. Despite that setback, the 
bay gelding, who broke his maiden at Delta Downs, 

advanced to the stakes level at Aqueduct and pulling a 
major upset in the $1 Million Rebel (G2) at Oaklawn 
Park at odds of 75-1. He advanced to the Grade 1 
Arkansas Derby, running eighth, but still had the points 
to grant him a berth into the in the Kentucky Derby.  

“Nobody is in this game without ups and downs,” 
stated Castille. 
“Sometimes these hors-
es will drive you crazy!”  

Despite the scratch of 
Un Ojo, Castille attend-
ed this year’s Kentucky 
Derby at Churchill 
Downs and was stand-
ing near Asmussen 
when Epicenter’s quest 
for the highly accom-
plished conditioner’s 
first Derby victory was 
vanquished by the 
improbable Rich Strike, 
at odds of 80-1. 

“I’m all about the lit-
tle guy getting it done,” 
said Castille. “Sonny 
Leon was phenomenal, 
and it built a great deal 
of interest in racing. But 

I really felt for Steve that afternoon. In my opinion, 
Steve is the smartest horseman in the industry and 
someone I truly enjoy working with.” 

Partnerships have always been fruitful for Castille, 
in both racing and breeding. He rises each morning at 
4:30 a.m. and thoroughly enjoys nicking the stallions.  

“I have teamed with some very high profile people 
in the industry,” admitted Castille. “It’s been a great 
deal of fun!” 

Castille has devoted countless hours to supporting 
the state’s racing industry with service as a board 
member of the Louisiana HBPA as well as a longstand-
ing member of and former board member of the  
Louisiana Thoroughbred Breeders Association as well 
as a longtime member of the Louisiana Quarter Horse 
Breeders Association. 

Castille has won leading owner titles at Fair 
Grounds, Delta Downs and Evangeline Downs and is 

A hands on horseman, Castille shows One Liner whose 
first crop are 2 year olds of 2022.

“I built my dream home and decided to run a few horses. 
From there, one thing led to another!”



hopeful that sports wagering and the addition of 
Historical Racing Machines will fuel purses in 
Louisiana. 

He acknowledges the dedication of each of his 
employees at Whispering Oaks. Phyllis Redding has 
known Castille for 40 years and has been the office 
and farm manager since 2012.  

“He’s a great boss and tells me that he doesn’t both-
er me much because I am doing what I’m supposed to 
do,” said Redding  

In addition to Flint and Redding, the team includes 
stallion manager Juan Ramos; Oscar Ramos, who 
serves as track and property manager; Jesus Gonzalez, 
who is assigned to the mares and Jose Antonio 
Rodriguez, who handles the weanlings and yearlings. 
Dr Stephanie Abbott, DVM is the farm’s veterinarian. 
She is involved in the care and wellness of each of the 
stallions and broodmares performing  pre-and post-
foaling services. 

Redding shared her pride in welcoming guests to 
Whispering Oaks Farm.  

“Past visitors have called it the Taj Mahal of 
Louisiana,” she said. 

Castille would manage a wry smile at that compli-
ment and deflect the recognition to others. 

“I am only as good as the people around me,” 
acknowledged Castille. “I’ve been so blessed to work 
with people who are passionate and share my vision.” 

 
Martha Claussen served as publicity director at 

Sam Houston Race Park for ten years. She continues 
to be active in writing and racing publicity in Texas, 
Louisiana, Indiana and other regions in North 
America. 

Castille knows the importance of a good team. Steve 
Flint (left) is Castille’s in house trainer. Phyllis Redding 
is Whispering Oaks office and farm manager. Both 
have worked with Castille for the past 10 years.
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