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If you revitalize it, they will come. The once storied Louisiana Downs in Bossier City has begun to return to its 
glory days thanks to new co-owner and president Kevin Preston, who took over last November. The changes 

made in a short period of time were made prevalent with full fields during Louisiana Cup Day on Aug. 6 as six 
stakes races totaling more than $400,000 in purse money saw plenty of exciting action as some new and some 
familiar faces returned to the winner’s circle to claim a coveted cup. 

FILL YOUR 
LOUISIANA CUP 

Louisiana Cup Juvenile 
$67,000 • 5 1/2 furlongs • Two Year Old Colts or Geldings 

BISPING 
El Deal – Delta Sierra, by More Than Ready 
Breeder: Adcock’s Red River Farm, LLC & J. Adcock  • Owner: Anna Guillot 
Trainer: Ricky Courville • Jockey: Devin Magnon 

All eyes were on the over-
whelming betting favorite, 

King’s Lute. The second-time 
starter for Carl Woodley was a 
dominant winner in his debut 
against open bred company in June 
at Louisiana Downs, but a difficult 
rail draw and a game opponent in 
Bisping was too much for him to 
overcome in the 12th running of the 
Louisiana Cup Juvenile.  

The eight-horse field was full of 
talent as 32-1 longshot Easy 
Chance led most of the way setting 
fractions of 23.83 and 46.49. 
Bisping with pilot Devin Magnon 
were never far from the leader and  
able to make a move on the inside 
to rumble by Easy Chance and draw 
off to cover 5 1/2 furlongs in 
1:05.90 and win by nearly 4 
lengths.  

“This is a very professional 
horse,” said Magnon. “I stayed on 
the inside of the track and never had 
to take behind a horse. He started 
tugging me around the turn, so I let 
him go. He isn’t the fastest horse, 

but he does everything you ask.” 
Owned by Anna Guillot, the 2-

year-old gelded son of El Deal 
returned to Louisiana after a sixth-
place finish in the $150,000 
Tremont Stakes against open com-
pany at Belmont Park. 

“He showed us he was really tal-
ented after his debut at Evangeline 
Downs,” said winning trainer Ricky 

Courville. “I hauled him up to 
Louisiana Downs the night before 
to beat the heat and he had no prob-
lems settling in.” 

Courville added that Bisping will 
head to the D.S. “Shine” Young 
Memorial Futurity at Evangeline 
Downs.  

Bisping ($9.60) improved to 2-3 
with earnings of $58,050. 
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When you’re hot, you’re hot. 
No horse on the Louisiana 

Cup Day program has been more 
dominant in their last several starts 
than Cheapskate Diva. The daugh-
ter of Animal Kingdom has literally 
destroyed her competition in her 
last three starts winning by a com-
bined 18 lengths and she is now a 
turf stakes winner after a crafty ride 
by jockey Carlos Marquez in the 

37th edition of the Louisiana Cup 
Distaff.  

“She used to run off on me, but 
she is now able to relax, and that’s 
because Joseph Felks has done a 
great job with her,” said Marquez. 
“When you ride a good horse, it 
will make the jockey look really 
good. She did it easy for me today.”  

Longshot Visionofwildtimes 
took the early lead hitting fractions 

of 23.77 and 48.39. Marquez confi-
dentially placed his horse right 
behind the leader, then drew clear at 
the top of the stretch to hold off 
Fort Polk by a 1/2 length in 1:41.92.  

Trainer Joseph “Bobby” Felks, a 
man of few words, did acknowl-
edge the great ride and owners for 
the accomplishment, following his 
first stakes win. 

Cheapskate Diva ($9.80) now 
has four wins in nine starts with 
earnings of $101,740 for owner and 
breeder Keith Plaisance. “Bobby 
thought it was a good spot to put 
her in,” said Plaisance. “And he 
was right. She ran a big race today 
against a lot of tough competition.” 

Net a Bear, the post-time favorite 
and defending champion who was 
starting in her 20th career stakes, 
finished seventh. Trainer Allen 
Landry felt the heat might have 
taken its toll on his multiple-stakes 
winner. “We are definitely going to 
give her some time off,” said trainer 
Allen Landry. “She was sweating 
when we hauled her up this morn-
ing. She deserves some off time.”  

Louisiana Cup Distaff 
$67,000 • One mile and one-sixteenth • Turf • Three Year Olds and Upwards Fillies and Mares  

CHEAPSKATE DIVA  
Animal Kingdom – Beautiful Liar, by Candy Ride (ARG) 
Breeder: Keith Plaisance • Owner: Keith Plaisance • Trainer: Joseph Felks • Jockey: Carlos Marquez

Louisiana Cup Filly and Mare Sprint 
$67,000 • 6 furlongs • Three Year Olds and Up Fillies and Mares 

FREE LIKE A GIRL  
El Deal – Flashy Prize, by Flashy Bull 
Breeder: Kim Renee Stover & Lisa Osborne  • Owner: Gerald Bruno Jr., Carl Pomier, Chasey Deville & Jerry 
Caroom  • Trainer: Chasey Deville Pomier • Jockey: Pedro Cotto Jr. 

Drop Dead Sexy tried to steal 
the 40th Louisiana Cup Filly 

and Mare Sprint by going gate-to-
wire, but she was unable to hold off 
Free Like a Girl, last year’s 2-year-
old champion filly, who managed to 

put together another exceptional 
business-like performance to win 
her seventh stakes race.  

Jose Guerrero shipped Drop 
Dead Sexy to blazing early frac-
tions of 22.33 and 45.30. The early 

pace was so fast, it allowed for less 
clumping of horses and helped Free 
Like a Girl to avoid any traffic 
problems along the rail.  

As the champion and Pedro 
Cotto Jr. neared the 1/8th-pole, the 
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race was all theirs. She darted off to 
win by more than 6 1/2 lengths to 
cover the 6-furlong distance in 
1:10.69 and returned supporters 
$4.20.  

“She really likes another horse to 
run at,” said trainer Chasey Pomier. 

“It honestly just played out to her 
running style and was a perfect trip. 
We were facing a lot of good older 
horses here, but she’s such a gusty 
filly. She loves to race.” 

Free Like a Girl returned to 
Louisiana after a third-place finish 

in the Grade 3, $225,000 Iowa Oaks 
on July 9 at Prairie Meadows. She 
improved to 8-15 with a career 
bankroll of $464,073. All of wins 
have come with Cotto in the saddle.  

“He rode for my dad when I was 
a kid and worked this filly as a 
baby,” said Pomier. “He fits her and 
does a great job with her.” 

Cotto added that Free Like a Girl 
is fun to ride. “She is so profession-
al,” said the jockey. “She really 
does everything you ask her to do. 
Today, we had a fast pace and we 
were able to save ground on the 
inside. Once I asked her, she took 
off as usual. Another great perfor-
mance.” 

Poimer stated that the connec-
tions nominated the filly for the 
Grade 3, $500,000 Charles Town 
Oaks.  

Louisiana Cup Turf Classic 
$67,000 • One mile and one-sixteenth • Turf •  Three Year Olds and Upwards 

CITY PARK  
Temple City – American Kitty, by Tale of the Cat 
Breeder: Warren Harang • Owner: MAT Investments LLC • Trainer: Eduardo Ramirez • Jockey: Joel Dominguez 

Trainer Eduardo Ramirez was 
one of 12 trainers who put in a 

$20,000 claim on 5-year-old City 
Park in February at the Fair 
Grounds in New Orleans. Despite 
not winning since last December, 
Ramirez saw potential in the gelded 
son of Temple City and that poten-
tial turned into the horse’s first 
career stakes win in the 37th 
Louisiana Cup Turf Classic. 

Mangelsen and Big Chopper did 
most of the work in the 1 and 
1/16th-mile affair. The two were 
likely too quick for their own good 
with rapid fractions of 23.13 and 
46.21. With the pace so swift, the 
field was strung out, which helped 
City Park save even more ground 
on the rail.  

Sitting eighth at the half-mile 
pole, Joel Dominguez made his 

move taking a four-wide approach 
as he mowed down seven horses to 
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win handily by 1 3/4 lengths in 
1:41.23.   

“You can always make it happen 
when you are on the right horse and 
I had the right horse today,” said 
Dominguez.  “The race set up well. 
I knew if they went fast up front, he 
would come running and that’s 

what happened.” 
Owned by MAT Investments, 

LLC, City Park exited a seventh-
place finish in the John Henry at 
Evangeline Downs last month.  

“This is a hard horse to main-
tain,” said Ramirez. “We have tried 
to put him in a couple of claiming 

races, but the horse kept improving. 
Joel did a tremendous job saving 
ground and he closed really well.” 

City Park was bet down from his 
12-1 morning line and rewarded his 
backers with a $12.80 win payout. 
He improved to six wins in 31 starts 
for $210,484.

A $5,500 purchase in the LTBA 
Yearling Sale has already paid off 
in big numbers. Janet Is Ready 
overcame an eventful stretch run 
that saw her drift out and hold on to 
secure a one-length victory in the 
Louisiana Juvenile Fillies by a 
length.  

In one of the most competitive 
fields in the 12 years of the Juvenile 
Fillies, the race featured six horses 
that won impressively in their first 
start of the young careers.  

Saddling her second stakes win 
on the Cup Day program, trainer 
Chasey Pomier quickly ran down 
the stairs to check on the 2-year-old 

daughter of Custom For Carlos 
after an interesting finish.  

“She’s an aggressive filly, but I 
had never seen her do that before,” 
said Pomier. “She’s usually a 
straight arrow. I wasn’t sure we had 
won yet, but I saw our jockey 
(Vincente Del-Cid) smiling on the 
way back so I knew she was fine.” 

After a third-place maiden start 
at Churchill Downs, Janet Is Ready 
won her next start at Evangeline 
Downs then earned her first trophy 
in the $100,000 Prairie Gold Lassie 
Stakes at Prairie Meadows on July 
8 at 21-1 odds.  

Del-Cid and the filly broke on 

top and won in gate-to-wire fash-
ion. She set fractions of 22.30 and 
46.03, then drifted late down the 
stretch as Guitar Woman chased, 
but finished a length behind the 
leader, as the race was clocked in a 
time of 1:05.65.  

“She was all good,” said Del-
Cid. “She drifted, but we won the 
race. She is still a young horse.” 

Pomier knew she had a talented 
runner on her hands after the first 
few works. 

“Janet worked with Free Drop 
Maddy, so we knew how competi-
tive she was early on,” she said. “If 
she lost one work, the next week 
she would come back stronger. She 
isn’t the biggest filly, but once she 
gets moving, she will make you 
work for it.” 

The strong 7-5 favorite Lady 
Flurry, who was a nine-length win-
ner in her debut June 20, rallied to 
finish sixth.   

Owned by Gerald Bruno Jr., Our 
Streaks Stable LLC & Jerry 
Caroom, Janet Is Ready ($13.20) 
has won three of four races for 
$121,000 and will next compete in 
the filly division of the D.S. 
“Shiny” Young Memorial Futurity 
at Evangeline Downs. 

Louisiana Cup Juvenile Fillies 
$67,000 • 5 1/2 furlongs • Two-year-old Fillies 

JANET IS READY 
Custom For Carlos – Just Call Me a Janet, by Pure Prize 
Breeder: Bentley T. Early • Owner: Gerald Bruno Jr., Our Streaks Stable LLC & Jerry Caroom • Trainer: Chasey 
Pomier  • Jockey: Vicente Del-Cid
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The tango is described as a 
“beautiful dance” characterized 

by a close hold, a low center of 
gravity. Its movement is stealthy, 
almost cat-like and has an unmis-
takable staccato feel and major dra-
matic attitude.  

Takes Two to Tango, the 6-year-
old song of Half Ours, used the 6-
furlong dirt surface at Louisiana 
Downs to beautifully glide with 
“partner” Luis Quinonez and per-
fectly imitate the “tango” in a con-
vincing gate-to-wire finish for the 
43rd Louisiana Cup Spring 

“He broke sharp and that’s really 
all it took,” said Quinonez, who set 
fractions of 22.72 and 45.69. “He 
was alert during warmups and at all 
times during the race. When I 
called him, he finished well.” 

Takes Two to Tango ($7.80), 
who won for the fifth time in seven 
starts at Louisiana Downs and six-

for-16 overall for $164,190, had no 
issues with the field with a 3 1/2-
length victory covering the distance 
in 1:10.80.  

“This horse always gives 100%,” 
said owner Melissa Cantacuzene, 
who also owned the multiple stakes 

winning Louisiana bred The Pickett 
Factor. “Tango was stakes placed at 
the Champions Day Sprint and fin-
ished in the money in several other 
stakes races. I’m excited he is a 
stakes winner now. He never holds 
back.”

Louisiana Cup Sprint 
$67,000 • 6 furlongs • Three Year Olds and Upwards 

TAKES TWO TO TANGO  
Half Ours – Doyouwanttodance, by Disco Rico 
Breeder: Melissa Cantacuzene • Owner: Melissa Cantacuzene • Trainer: J. Louis Garcia • Jockey: Luis Quinonez 
 


