
Cyndi Lauper sang it best, “Girls 
just wanna have fun,” and that 

is exactly what Free Like a Girl 
achieves each and every time she 
races. The 3-year-old daughter of El 
Deal ran like the 1-2 favorite was 
supposed to do in the Louisiana  
Legends Soiree.  

After awkwardly leaving the 
gate, jockey Pedro Cotto Jr. got the 
filly in a comfortable position 
behind pacesetter Beleout, who led 
the pack in 24.00, 47.15 and 
1:12.49. Cotto and Free Like a Girl 
came up to challenge the leader at 
the 3/4-pole then kept to task with a 
mile time of 1:39.41.  

“You ride with confidence with a 

Louisiana Legends Turf Soiree 
$75,000 Guaranteed, 3YO Fillies, 1 Mile 

FREE LIKE A GIRL 
El Deal-Flashy Prize, by Flashy Bull 
Breeder: Kim Renee Stover & Lisa Osborne • Owner: Gerald Bruno Jr., Carl J. Deville, Chasey Deville Pomier, and Jerry 
Caroom • Trainer: Chasey Deville Pomier • Jockey: Pedro L. Cotto Jr.

A huge crowd convened June 4 at 
Evangeline Downs in Opelousas for the 

annual Louisiana Legends Night – a night of 
racing that is dedicated to the best four-
legged athletes in the Pelican State, which 
included six states races worth more than 
$450,000 in purse money. Jockey Jareth 
Loveberry and trainer Ron Faucheux 
teamed up to win two trophies while others 
continued to strive for greatness.

by Chad Cooper     

LOUISIANA 
LEGENDS 
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One of the most impressive runs 
of the night belonged to Big 

Chopper, or “Lucky” as a few who 
are closed to the Shackleford colt 
call him.  

From gate-to-wire, Big Chopper 
led all the way with fractions of 
24.01, 47.83 and 1:11.93 before 
stopping the clock in 1:37.71 at a 
mile to beat a game Vodka Gimlet 
by a half-length. 

“He broke so well I really didn’t 
have to do much,” said jockey CJ 
McMahon. “He was impressive 
today. We had to dig in a little, but 
he was much the best.” 

Louisiana Legends Cheval  
$75,000 Guaranteed • 3YOs • One Mile 

BIG CHOPPER 
Shackleford-Miss Well Molded, by Unusual Heat 
Breeder: Kendel Standlee • Owner: Kendel D. Standlee • Trainer: Scott Gelner • Jockey: C.J. McMahon

horse like this,” said Cotto. “We 
struggled a little out of the gate, but 
when I asked her, she responded. 
She is so fun to ride. You never 
have to worry about the competi-
tion when you ride her, only you 
and the filly.”  

Free Like a Girl is now 7-13 life-
time with a $401,473 bankroll. 

“We knew she would be sharp 
because she’s been on her toes for 

the last month,” said Chasey 
Deville Pomier. “We knew what we 
had to do to win the race and she 
did it. It was really fun to see her 
come back to Louisiana and race 
again.” 

Sisters Lisa Osborne and Kim 
Renee’ Stover bred Free Like A 
Girl and are regulars in her winners 
Circle.
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Veteran trainer Allen Landry is a 
man of few words, but his 6-

year-old mare, Net a Bear, gave him 
a reason to smile after a dominating 
win.. 

“I’m really lucky to train a good 
horse like her,” said Landry. “She is 
really special.” 

Net a Bear is a multiple stakes 
winner yet was coming into 
Louisiana Legends Night with a 
two-race losing streak. Piloted by 
Tim Thornton, the two were 

“unhurried” out of the gate and sat 
perfectly behind a wall of horses 
that included Sumitup who set frac-
tions of 23.63 and 48.15. A new 
leader took over in World War, 
which looked to give Ron 
Fauxheux and Jareth Loveberry 
their third stakes win on the card, 
but the daughter of Awesome Bet 
weaved through traffic then patient-
ly waited for an opening before she 
found new energy to win by nearly 
2 lengths in 1:36.91. 

“We had a little traffic trouble, 
but she did a good job with it,” said 
Thornton. “She had a lot left in her. 
Once we found a crease, it was all 
but over.” 

Winning for the 12th time in 33 
career starts, Net a Bear increased 
her earnings to $615,970 and 
returned $3.40 to those who backed 
her to win.   

 

The plan for trainer Scott Gelner 
was go straight to the front. “Just go 
to the front and let’s see what hap-

pens,” he said. “It all worked out.” 
Though his first stakes win may 

have come relatively easy, Big 
Chopper had a rough start as a 
horse.  

“He is really lucky to be alive,” 
said Cathy Maher, who took care of 
the colt after he was born. “He got 
sick when he was 10 days old and 
we had to bring him to LSU. It was 
really touch and go, but he made it. 
He came back to the farm and I got 
really close with him. I was able to 
see him win his first race at the Fair 

Grounds and now see him win a 
stakes race. What a true warrior he 
is.” 

Maher also explained that Big 
Chopper’s owner Kendel Standlee 
is amazing. “He truly loves each 
and every horse he owns,” she 
explained. “We need more owners 
like him.” 

Big Chopper ($13.80) improved 
to 3-8 with earnings of $130,480 
and will be given the rest of the 
summer off, said Gelner. 

Louisiana Legends  Turf Distaff  
$75,000 Guaranteed, 3YO & Upward, Fillies & Mares, 1 Mile Turf 

NET A BEAR 
Awesome Bet-Edacious Reality, by Eddington 
Breeder: Lora Pitre & Elaine Carroll • Owner: Maximo Lamarche and Federico Deltoro • Trainer: Allen Landry • Jockey: T. 
Thornton

Kendel Standlee and Scott Gelner 

Net A Bear Connections: Maximo 
Lamarche, Federico Deltoro and 
Allen Landry.
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Louisiana Legends Mademoiselle  
$75,000 Guaranteed, 3YO & Upward, Filles & Mares, 5 1/2 Furlongs 

FAME FEATHER 
Lion Tamer – Pretty Indian, by Indian Charlie 
Breeder: Ramona M. Pierce • Owner: Picard Thoroughbreds Racing Stable LLC • Trainer: Ron Faucheux • Jockey: J. 
Loveberry

Fame Feather had never won a 
stakes race. In fact, she had 

never hit the finish line first on the 
dirt either. But that all changed in 
the Louisiana Legends 
Mademoiselle.  

Sent to the gate at 9-1 odds, 
Fame Feather rallied from off the 
pace to finish with good resolve to 
earn a trophy for not only herself, 
but her great owners. 

“This horse is a barn favorite,” 
said Faucheux. “The Picards (own-
ers) are so awesome and they 
deserve to win a race like this.” 

Lady Hopper took command ear-
lier in the 5 1/2-furlong affair in 
quick splits of 21.90 and 45.58. 
After wearing down, new chal-
lengers appeared including Spirited 
Beauty who took a half-length 
down the stretch before Fame 
Feather rallied for a one-length win 
in 1:04.49. 

“She is bred for dirt, but she 

takes to the turf better,” added 
Faucheux. “We were really hoping 
to get third, but she jumped up and 
ran awesome. We know she is tal-
ented and she really runs better 
when she is fresh, so we will fresh-
en her up and then get her ready to 
run again.  

Winning for the seventh time in 
25 career starts, Fame Feather 
($21.20)  increased her career 
bankroll to $274,330.  

Owners Jeff and Dawn Picard, 
Jareth Loveberry and LTBA 
President Warren Harang.
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Louisiana Legends Sprint  
$75,000 Guaranteed, 3YO & Upward, 5 1/2 Furlongs 

BERTIE’S GALAXY 
Greeley’s Galaxy – Wild Bertie, by Wild Rush 
Breeder: Margie K. Averett • Owner: Allen Cassedy • Trainer: Ron Faucheux • Jockey: Jareth Loveberry

Trainer Ron Faucheux is no 
stranger to winning the 

Louisiana Legends Sprint trophy. 
He has won it many times thanks to 
the likes of Monte Man and others. 
Faucheux and the 6-year-old gelded 
Bertie’s Galaxy returned to 
Evangeline to defend the Legends 
Sprint title and they did just that.  

Sharp away from the gate with 
Jareth Loveberry in the irons, 
Bertie’s Galaxy was quickly in 

charge and did his own thing in 
21.86 and 44.63. As a few rivals 
tried to make a race of it, Bertie got 
stronger and extended his lead to 
win by 2 1/4 lengths to cover 5 1/2 
furlongs in 1:03.52.  

“This horse is just so consistent,” 
said Faucheux. “Jareth fits him like 
a glove and gets along with him so 
well. I like the way he gets better 
each race, and you want to see that 
in every horse.” 

Faucheux also explained that 
Bertie’s Galaxy was a handful 
when he was young. 

“He had problems getting into 
the gate,” he said. “It took us about 
a year for him to be comfortable in 
the gates. I thought once he 
matured, he would turn into a good 
horse and he is getting there. He is 
very interesting horse… he is reluc-
tant to switch leads, when he does 
he tends to level off.”  

Off as the 2-1 favorite, Bertie’s 
Galaxy ($6.60) improved to 11-25 
for earnings of $442,950 for owner 
Allen Cassedy.  

Allen Cassedy and Ron Faucheux 
celebrate in the winners circle.
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Maga Man won this same race 
last year with different con-

nections on a muddy dirt surface. 
This year he returned to the turf, but 
this time with jockey Joe Stokes 
and trainer Norman Miller III, to 
win an exciting Louisiana Legends 
Turf race.  

“There was a lot of speed in the 
race,” said jockey Joe Stokes. “The 
horse was able to relax off the pace 
and just have a perfect trip. I asked 
him and he responded very confi-
dently.”  

The 7-year-old gelded son of 

Musket Man showed his versatility 
by sitting off the early speed burn-
ers like Forestdungone, Mangelsen 
and Behemah Star, who set a swift 
tone of 23.21, 47.28 and 1:11.63. 
Stokes and Maga Man then 
launched a four-wide rally and dug 
in to catch Jaci’s Royalty to win by 
a 1/2-length to cover in 1:43.33.  

“I told Joe before the race to take 
the horse back and it worked,” said 
winning trainer Norman Miller III. 
“Joe really did a tremendous job 
with him.” 

Miller recently came out of 

retirement. Many remember his big 
horse Bonapaw, a multiple Grade 1 
winner with earnings of more than 
$1.1 million. Miller was content  
playing tennis, but his son, Norman 
C. Miller IV, wanted to claim a 
horse and have his father train it. So 
the two sought out Maga Man and 
nabbed him for $20,000 last March 
at the Fair Grounds in New 
Orleans. 

“We knew he liked the turf,” said 
Miller. “We raced him a few times 
to see what we had and were able to 
fix some issues. We took the blink-
ers off and he ran a big race for us.” 

Miller said it was emotional to 
step back into training horses in 
Louisiana after his previous suc-
cess. “My good friend and fellow 
trainer Glenn Delahoussaye called 
to congratulate me and it really 
brought me to tears,” said Miller. 
“This is the only horse I am train-
ing, so we will give him the sum-
mer off and find a race for him in 
September.” 

Sent to the gate at 7-1 odds, 
Maga Man returned $17.20 to his 
bettors. The running improved to 
10-39 with earnings of $369,880.  

Louisiana Legends Turf   
$75,000 Guaranteed, 3YO & Upward, 1 and 1/16 Mile Turf 

MAGA MAN 
Musket Man – Lew’s Gray, by Pulling Punches 
Breeder: Steven M. Renshaw • Owner:  Norman C. Miller IV • Trainer: Norman C. Miller, III • Jockey: Joe Stokes
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