
In a state-bred breeding program, a stallion’s ability 
to throw speed and precocity can be the difference 

between an early, profitable winner and a foal that 
offers little return on investment. When it comes to 
that ability, El Deal is showing the signs that he may 
be the real deal. Last year, he was the Louisiana cham-
pion freshman sire of 2021. This year, he has sired 15 
winners from 26 runners and as of August 22 is the 
leading second-crop sire in both the state of Louisiana 
and the Southwestern region. 

Foaled in 2012, El Deal showed plenty of speed 
during his own racing days. After winning a 6-furlong 
maiden special weight at Aqueduct in his only juvenile 
start, he remained undefeated in three starts at 3. His 
races that year included allowance wins over 6 fur-
longs at Aqueduct and Parx Racing, followed by a suc-
cessful step up to stakes competition in the 6-furlong 
Gold Fever Stakes at Belmont. Less successful at 4, he 
won only two of seven starts that year but placed in 
two sprint stakes. 

El Deal put it all together at 5 to show just how good 
he could be. On April 22 at Hollywood Casino at 
Charles Town Races, he scorched 4½ furlongs in 
:50.66 in a handicap race, earning an Equibase speed 
figure of 123. He followed up on June 11 by winning 
the Decathlon Stakes at Monmouth by 3 lengths over 
multiple stakes winner Ostrolenka, with grade 3 win-
ner Always Sunshine and multiple stakes winner Tiger 
Blood in the beaten field. In that race, he stopped the 
timer in a smart 1:08.59 for the 6 furlongs. 

El Deal then stepped up to grade 1 company in the 
Alfred G. Vanderbilt Handicap at Saratoga. He faced a 
salty field that included grade 1 winner Green Gratto, 
multiple grade 2 winner Limousine Liberal, and four 
more graded stakes winners, and he proved more than 
equal to the task. Breaking on top, he made every post 
a winning one and hit the finish line eight lengths in 
front. His time of 1:09.26 for the 6 furlongs earned him 
an Equibase speed figure of 121. He was second in the 
Vosburgh Stakes (G1) on September 30, going under 

by a length to Takaful, and after failing to train satis-
factorily for the TwinSpires Breeders’ Cup Sprint (G1) 
was retired. He left racing having won nine of 17 starts 
and $575,025. 

As a son of Munnings, El Deal comes by speed hon-
estly. A son of 2004 American champion sprinter 
Speightstown (who has finished nine times among the 
top 10 sires in The Blood-Horse’s rankings, including 
a second-place finish in 2012), Munnings traces his 
male line through Speightstown’s sire Gone West 
(himself a highly successful sire) to the great sire of 
sires Mr. Prospector. Produced from the Holy Bull 
mare La Comete, Munnings was at his best at 7 fur-
longs and won three grade 2 stakes over that trip, 
including a scorching victory in 1:20.63 in the 2009 
Woody Stephens Stakes at Belmont. He also placed in 
six grade 1 events at distances from 6 to 9 furlongs. 

At stud, Munnings has lived up to his performance 
as well as his pedigree, which on his dam’s side traces 
to the great La Troienne family through the Bieber-
Jacobs Stable’s foundation mare, Searching. The best 
sire son of Speightstown thus far, he has 60 stakes win-
ners credited to him as of July 8. Those stakes winners 
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include the brilliant 3-year-old Jack 
Christopher, who one-upped his 
sire on June 11 by taking the 
Woody Stephens Stakes (now a 
grade 1 race) by 10 lengths. 

On the distaff side, El Deal was 
produced from Spirit of Wallea, 
also the dam of stakes-placed 
Legacy Wildcat (by Forest 
Wildcat). Sired by multiple grade 1-
placed 1991 Clark Handicap (G3) 
winner Out of Place (by 1978 
Metropolitan Handicap, G1, winner 
Cox’s Ridge), Spirit of Wallea is a 
half sister to multiple grade 2 win-
ner Choctaw Nation (by Louis 
Quatorze) and to grade 3-placed 
listed stakes winner Treasured Up 
(by Medaglia d’Oro). The siblings 
are out of the winner Melisma (by 
1980 Arlington-Washington 
Futurity, G1, winner Well 
Decorated, a half sister to 1994 Beaumont Stakes (G2) 
winner Her Temper (by Temperence Hill) out of grade 
1-placed Marathon Girl (by Fleet Nasrullah). The 
female line traces back to Nuit de Folies, dam of 1985 
American champion broodmare sire Speak John. 

El Deal’s best runner thus far has been 2021 
Louisiana-bred champion filly Free Like a Girl, who is 
inbred 4x3 to 1994 Horse of the Year Holy Bull as her 
dam Flashy Prize is a daughter of the grade 1-winning 
Holy Bull horse Flashy Bull. Free Like a Girl’s pedi-
gree also returns Mr. Prospector (via Afleet) and Speak 
John. The stallion’s other stakes winner is True Deal 
(out of the Big Brown mare Hilarious Brown), whose 
dam returns Mr. Prospector twice through Forty Niner 
and the Gone West son Mr. Greeley. Santa Anita maid-
en special weight winner and Evangeline Downs 
allowance winner Royal O’Haigain has returns of Mr. 
Prospector (again through Forty Niner), Storm Cat (the 

broodmare sire of Speightstown), and Raja Baba (sire 
of Well Decorated) on the distaff side of her pedigree. 
Other elements that appear to work well with El Deal 
include Danzig and returns of Mr. Prospector through 
daughters. 

In conformation, El Deal is a lengthy, muscular, 
masculine individual with correct legs, a powerful 
body, and very strong hindquarters. “He puts that big 
rear end on his foals, and if you give him a mare that’s 
a little rangier, she can put more leg into them and not 
lose that power,” says Red River Farms’s Jay Adcock. 
“The great thing is that he’s got all that speed, but he’s 
been turning out some babies that can run routes too. 
He bred the most and best mares he’s had yet this last 
season, and I’m looking forward to seeing their 
babies.” 

El Deal stood the recently concluded 2022 season at 
Red River Farms for $2,500.
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