Lovin’
Louisiana
Kentuckian Chester Thomas is bullish on Louisiana breeding and
racing, and he’s bringing in a new stallion to the state to prove it
By Denis Blake
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Who Took The Money winning the 2021 Louisiana Champions Day Turf Stakes.Hodges Photo.

brought $150,000 as a 2-year-old in
training. Both are sons of
Goldencents who were trained by
Bret Calhoun and attracted the
attention of Spendthrift Farm LLC,
which partnered with Thomas
while those horses were on the
track and have continued that partnership into their stallion careers.
Mr. Money won four consecutive Grade 3 races in 2019 and
missed a Grade 1 win by just a neck
while finishing second in the $1million Pennsylvania Derby. He ran
first or second in half of his 18
career starts with a bankroll of
$1,360,430. After spending two
seasons in Florida, the 6-year-old
stallion will stand at Clear Creek
Stud in Folsom, Louisiana, for the
2023 season.
By My Standards won the Grade
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2 Twinspires.com Louisiana Derby,
also in 2019, and got Thomas to his
first Kentucky Derby. He finished
11th in the Run for the Roses, and
then he launched a memorable 4year-old campaign that included
three Grade 2 victories, one of
which was the New Orleans Classic
Stakes at Fair Grounds. All told, By
My Standards earned nearly $2.3
million with seven wins and five
seconds from 17 starts. He will be
standing his first season at stud at
Spendthrift Farm in Kentucky.
Mr. Big News, a son of Giant’s
Causeway, took Thomas back to the
Kentucky Derby in 2020 for the
Covid-delayed
running
in
September, where he ran a surprising third at 46-1 behind Authentic
and Tiz the Law.
With all that success on the

national stage, one might wonder
why a native Kentuckian is also
breeding and racing in Louisiana
and not exclusively in his home
state. For Thomas, the answer is
simple.
“Compared to other states, we
felt like Louisiana stood out and
there was an opportunity there as a
breeder to not just win races but to
also get a nice breeders’ award
check,” he said. “I’ve done a lot of
business in New Orleans and spent
a lot of time there and always loved
going to Fair Grounds.”
Thomas’ best Louisiana-bred has
been Who Took the Money, a gelding by Street Boss who last year
won the Crescent City Derby and
Louisiana Champions Day Turf
Stakes at Fair Grounds. That earned
him the aforementioned Louisiana
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“Louisiana is a great place to be and there’s a lot of enthusiasm from
horsemen in the state with sports betting money going to purses soon.
I don’t know why anyone wouldn’t want to be breeding and racing in
Louisiana.”

Kentucky Derby, Thomas recently
enjoyed a big weekend at Delta
Downs on October 7-8. First, his
homebred multiple stakes winner
Winning Romance finished a solid
second to graded stakes performer
Free Like a Girl in the $100,000
Magnolia Stakes, and then the following night Who Took the Money
took the money in $100,000 Gold
Cup Stakes by more than seven
lengths.
“Those homebreds kind of started our Louisiana-bred program,”
said Thomas. “We’ve got some nice
2-year-olds now and are extremely
excited about the purse structure for
next year. Right now Louisiana is a
great place to be and there’s a lot of
enthusiasm from horsemen in the
state with sports betting money
going to purses soon. I don’t know
why anyone wouldn’t want to be
breeding and racing in Louisiana.”
Thomas has been to the
Kentucky Derby twice, won numerous graded stakes and bred a
Louisiana champion, but he has
another goal for the future: to see a
homebred by his stallion Mr.
Money in the winner’s circle.
“The first Mr. Money runners
will be the running the year after
next, so I’m really jacked up and
looking forward to racing those
horses,” he said. “I get goosebumps
just thinking about it.”
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Chester and Jennifer Thomas accept the award for for Who Took The
Money, 2021 Accredited Louisiana Bred Champion Three-Year-Old Colt
or Gelding. from LTBA President, Warren Harang.
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