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Growing up in Omaha, Nebraska, horseracing fans 
at the local racetrack Aksarben, were able to see 

legendary trainer Jack Van Berg as well as visiting 
jockeys, including Hall of Famers Mike Smith and Pat 
Day. The renowned oval, (Nebraska spelled back-
wards), closed in 1995, but memories remain for a 
legion of fans. 

That was the case for respected Thoroughbred 
owner and breeder Thomas Galvin. 

“I grew up in Omaha,” said Galvin. “”My dad was 
a barber and loved to play the daily double. When I 
was 15, I’d sneak into the track. Can’t say that I 
remembered any of the legends; I just enjoyed watch-
ing the horses run. But I do remember saying to myself 
that when I have the money, I want to buy a race-
horse.” 

A successful career in accounting and private equity 
ensued and in 2002, Galvin began “dabbling” in rac-
ing. He was introduced to Eddie Milligan and Bret 
Calhoun and attended his first yearling sale.   

Seducing Mr G was his first purchase and the 
lessons on buying and selling came quickly. 

“Tom was always receptive to any and all informa-
tion,” recalled Calhoun. “He’s a smart guy who makes 
his own decisions.” 

Calhoun played a pivotal role in Galvin’s top earner, 
Su Casa G Casa at the 2009 Fasig-Tipton Texas 
Yearling Sale. He was sired by During, a $350,000 
Keeneland September Yearling Sale graduate who 

earned over $800,000. Bret bid $9,000 and asked 
Galvin if he wanted to own him. 
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The Louisiana-bred gelding broke his maiden on 
September 4, 2010 at Louisiana Downs and went on to 
capture six stakes and complete his career in 2013 with 
earnings of $473,473. 

From the beginning, each horse he owned had the 
initial “G” in their name and that has continued for 17 
years. Galvin, who resides in Dallas, is the proud 
father of Adrianne and Josh as well as five grandchil-
dren:  Evan, Lucas, Charlotte, Olivia and Norah. Each 
have horses bearing their names. 

Galvin also has a successful partnership with John 
K. Caulfield; the “G” is a mainstay in each of their run-
ners, but Caulfield is a creative force in several of the 
names. 

“We’ll sit down and have a beer and talk names,” 
explained Galvin. “We bought a big, gray colt by 
Ironicus for $1,000 at the Keeneland Sale and named 
him One G.” 

Others who have not lived up to their earnings 
include Down 80 G and Down 95 G. As you can sur-
mise, neither proved to be the most successful pur-
chases for the partners! 

Galvin posted his most successful year as an owner 
in 2022 and capped off the year with two stakes victo-
ries at Fair Grounds.  

His homebred Norah G was a convincing winner in 
the $100,000 Louisiana Futurity for trainer Patricia 
West and jockey DeShawn Parker, who guided the 
gray filly to victory. Sired by Fast Anna out of the 
Malibu Moon mare Mr. G’s Moonshine, Norah G has 
earned $110,000 in just three starts. She was named for 
Galvin’s granddaughter Norah. 

A G’s Charlotte, named for another granddaughter, 
came off the pace to capture the $75,000 Big World 
Stakes for older Louisiana-bred females. She was 
making her 11th start for West and rider Pedroza Jr. 

Norah G wins the filly division of the Louisiana Futurity for 2YO Louisiana-Breds.
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She follwed up with a hard fought 
win in the $100,000 Louisiana 
Champions Day Ladies Distaff, 
edging favorite Winning Romance 
at the wire. 

Galvin does not own a farm, 

admitting that he leaves the day-to-
day care of his racehorses and four 
broodmares with a well-coordinat-
ed team. His trusted advisors 
include Gillian Taylor at Channon 
Farm, who raises the foals before 
they are sent to veteran horseman 
Eddie Milligan at Twin Oaks 
Training Center. 

“Eddie is not an easy read,” 
admitted Galvin. “As they begin 
training, I’ll ask him which horses 
have the potential. He won’t give 
me any indication how good they 
are!” 

Of course, veterinary care is 
extremely important and Galvin 
has been very pleased with Dr. 
David Stephens at Weems and 
Stephens 

Patricia West trains for Galvin. 
She was recommended by Keith 
Desormeaux, who was leaving 

Louisiana and encouraged Galvin 
to meet with the Kentucky-born 
horseman.  

“We got along very well from 
the beginning,” acknowledged 
West. “Some owners leave all the 
decisions to their trainers, but Tom 
is very proactive. He pours over 
condition books and looks for spots 
for his horses; I like his input.” 

West looks forward to the next 
starts for A G’s Charlotte, her first 
stakes winner and Norah G, saying 
that both came out of their most 
recent victories in good shape. 

“Charlotte, who used to the be 
the princess, is now the queen,” 
said West. “Norah G is our tomboy 
filly; neither are quirky!”   

There is plenty to look forward 
to for Galvin in 2023 as both of the 
stakes winners will run and 
Adrianne G was bred to Alternation 
and will deliver a foal this year. 

The challenges of owning and 
breeding Thoroughbreds keep 
Galvin on his toes. He enjoys shar-
ing his passion with his grandchil-
dren and acknowledges the hard 
work of each member of his team. 

“It takes a team,” stated Galvin. 
“Thankfully, I have a really good 
one!” 

 
Martha Claussen served as pub-

licity director at Sam Houston Race 
Park for ten years. She continues to 
be active in writing and racing 
publicity in Texas, Louisiana, 
Indiana and other regions in North 
America.

Above: A G’s Charlotte (inside) edges Winning Romance at 
the wire to win the Louisiana Champions Day Ladies 
Distaff. 
Below: Galvin is all smiles in the Louisiana Champions Day 
Ladies Distaff winners circle.


