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The late John Nerud was a renaissance man in the 
racing world as trainer, owner, and breeder, and 

few men knew better than he how to put together 
bloodlines that were not precisely the height of fashion 
to create a successful result. As the architect of Tartan 
Farms’ success as well as the developer of a successful 
breeding operation of his own, he had a particularly 
marked impact on Florida breeding. Louisiana breed-
ers now have the opportunity to benefit from his lega-
cy via Rushie, a first-crop son of Liam’s Map who will 
stand his second season at Blue Star Racing for $4,000 
live foal in 2023 after standing his first season in 
Florida in 2022. 

Although Liam’s Map was bred by the Albaugh 
Family Stable, Nerud’s stamp is all over his pedigree. 
The buildup begins with Liam’s Map’s granddam Yada 
Yada, who couldn’t get out of her own way in three 
starts but is inbred 2x3 to Tartan’s two-time American 
champion sprinter Ta Wee, a daughter of 1959 
American champion sprinter Intentionally (an impor-
tant sire for Tartan) and a half sister to Tartan’s 1968 
American Horse of the Year Dr. Fager, also a two-time 
American champion sprinter. Adding to the interest of 
her pedigree, Yada Yada's sire Great Above is by 
Tartan-bred Minnesota Mac, whose sire Rough'n 
Tumble also sired Dr. Fager. 

The rest of the pedigree of Liam's Map has every 
appearance of having been carefully constructed to 
bring out the potential locked away in Yada Yada's 
genetics. When 2000 Vosburgh Stakes (USA-G1) win-
ner Trippi was mated to Yada Yada, he brought crosses 
of two key elements to the table: the brilliantly fast Mr. 
Prospector, and the fleet miler In Reality, the best son 
of Intentionally and a maternal grandson of Rough'n 
Tumble through that stallion's best daughter, 1959 
American champion 2-year-old filly My Dear Girl. 
The resulting filly, 2007 Winning Colors Stakes (G3) 
winner Miss Macy Sue, was, thus, inbred 5x4x5 to 
Intentionally through his best son and daughter and 
also carried a 6x4 cross to Rough'n Tumble. 

Miss Macy Sue’s mating to Unbridled’s Song 
packed in a second helping of Tartan/Nerud bloodlines 

via Unbridled's Song's sire Unbridled—a horse whose 
second dam, Charedi, is a daughter of In Reality and 
whose third dam, Magic, is a Buckpasser half sister to 
Dr. Fager and Ta Wee. Further, Unbridled is by 
Nerud’s Metropolitan Handicap (G1) winner 
Fappiano, a maternal grandson of Dr. Fager. Just to add 
one final touch to the picture, Prince Blessed, sire of 
Unbridled's Song's third dam, traces back in his tail-
female line to Clonaslee, also the direct ancestress of 
In Reality. 

Liam’s Map could carry his speed nine furlongs but 
was at his best at a mile, winning the 2015 Las Vegas 
Breeders’ Cup Dirt Mile (G1) as well as that year’s 
Woodward Stakes (G1). Rushie’s dam Conquest Angel 
was an unknown quantity as she never raced, but her 
breeding leans more toward two-turn stamina. Sired by 
2008 Travers Stakes (G1) winner Colonel John (by 
two-time Breeders’ Cup Classic, G1, winner Tiznow 
from the Turkoman mare Sweet Damsel), she is out of 
the Smart Strike mare More Oats Please, also the dam 
of 2014 Alcibiades Stakes (G1) winner Peace and War 
(by War Front). The speed on this side of the pedigree 
comes through More Oats Please’s stakes-placed dam 
Miss Yiayia (a half sister to eight-time New York-bred 
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stakes winner Miss Valentine), 
whose sire Gilded Time was the 
champion two-year-old male of 
1992. The next dam in Rushie’s 
tail-female line, Miss Baja (by Mr. 
Leader), won the 1979 Apple 
Blossom Handicap (G2) and is the 
dam of 1989 Fleur de Lis Handicap 
(G3) winner Stoneleigh’s Hope (by 
Damascus). 

The closest inbreeding in 
Rushie’s pedigree is 5x4 to Mr. 
Prospector, but Conquest Angel 
brought in two other ties back to the 
bloodlines found in Liam’s Map. 
Colonel John is a male-line descen-
dant of In Reality, and he carries 
another cross back to In Reality’s 
female family through his fourth 
dam Sticks N’ Stones, whose sire 
Gee Whiz is a half brother to the 
dam of Prince Blessed. 

Rushie won at second asking at 
Santa Anita in January of his 3-
year-old season. Three more races 
(which included an allowance win) later, he made his 
stakes debut in the Santa Anita Derby (G1) and ran on 
willingly through the stretch to finish third, beaten 3½ 
lengths by Honor A. P. and just 1¼ lengths by eventual 
Horse of the Year Authentic. Seeking a Kentucky 
Derby Presented by Woodford Reserve (G1) berth, 
Rushie ran into another tough field in the Toyota Blue 
Grass Stakes (G2) and was third to eventual Grade 1 
winner Art Collector and future Preakness Stakes (G1) 
winner Swiss Skydiver, the champion 3-year-old filly 
of 2020. 

 The colt cut back in distance for the Pat Day Mile 
Stakes Presented by LG&E and KU (G2) on the Derby 
undercard, and this proved a winning move. Though 
wide throughout, Rushie came home first in a smart 
1:34.41, leaving H. Allen Jerkens Stakes (G1) winner 
Echo Town and future Grade 3 winner Tap It to Win in 

his wake. That was his last win, but he added two 
stakes placings at 4 before retiring with $697,941 in 
earnings. 

A handsome gray with a well laid shoulder, power-
ful hindquarters, and short cannons, Rushie looks the 
part of a top miler and should match well with the 
speedy Louisiana mare base, yet has the stamina ele-
ments in his pedigree to be able to blend successfully 
with mares inclined more toward two turns. Mares 
returning elements of the Nerud/Tartan breeding pro-
gram such as Quiet American, Cozzene, Great Above, 
Pentelicus, Honour and Glory, and Ogygian should be 
worth considering. In addition, he should be a good 
choice for mares tracing to Storm Cat and for mares 
inbred to Northern Dancer, and mares that have previ-
ously produced good performers by Half Ours and 
their daughters should also be considered for him. 


